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In the year lQp2 a German man of letters^ Dr. Blum^ in 
the course of his inquiries into the contents of the Italian 
libraries, discovered at Vercelli, in the Milanese, a thick 
volume of Anglosaxon homilies. The interest which this 
very unexpected piece of good fortune excited both in En- 
gland and Germany, was soon increased to the very utmost 
by the announcement that the Manuscript contained, in ad- 
dition to and interspersed with the homilies, a collection of 
sacred poems, hitherto unknown and of great beauty. In 
the hope of bringing these valuable remains to England, and 
publishing them here, I set out in the summer of 1834 for 
Vercelli ; but having spent some months in traversing Ger- 
many, I found myself, at the commencement of winter, stiU 
on this side the Alps, and cut off from all hope of crossing 
them by the storms which had broken up the passes. On 
returning to England, however, I found that one portion of 
my plan was already executed. The then existing Record 
Commission had employed Dr. Blum to copy the Manuscript, 
and had caused the poems to be extracted and printed under 
the care of Mr. Thorpe. Circumstances prevented the pub- 
lication of the book, but a few copies of it found their way 
into the hands of persons interested in the subject, both here 
and in Germany. One of them had been placed at my dis- 
posal (through the courtesy of Mr. Cooper), and had furnished 
important aid during the preparation of the second volume of 
Bedwulf ; but in general the contents remained inaccessible 
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and unknown. In 4840 James Grimm, feeling that this was 
a wrong done to the world of letters at large, and apparently 
under a mistake respecting the number of copies printed by 
the Commission, and their intention of ultimately publishing 
their book, extracted from Dr. Lappenberg's copy the two 
longest poems, which he published at Cassell under the title 
of "Andreas und Elene,*' together with an introduction and 
very copious notes. It would not be fair to institute a com- 
parison between two works composed with very different 
aims^ or to make Thorpe responsible for the meagre form in 
which his appeared. It was intended as an Appendix, or 
rather as part of an Appendix, to another and very different 
composition, and was consequently compressed into the 
smallest possible space, without introduction, translation or 
notes of any description. On the other hand, Grimm's 
edition, expressly intended to supply a want which was 
loudly complained of in Germany, was executed with all the 
skill and care that might have been anticipated from the 
eminent qualifications of its amiable editor, and forms at this 
moment one of the most valuable monuments for the student 
of our ancient tongue. 

It may be asked, what is then the necessity for a third 
edition of these poems ? The answer is plain : Thorpe's 
edition is not to be obtained at all, and, even were it acces- 
sible, consists of a mere text, without the slightest attempt 
to assist the reader. Grimm's book contains only a portion 
of the Vercelli poems, and, did it even contain the whole, 
would still be inaccessible to those who could not read the 
German, in which the notes and introduction are written. 
Neither editor has thought it necessary to give a translation 
of the text. In commencing a series of publications which, 
it is to be hoped, will give to the world of scholars every 
yet inedited remain of Anglosaxon, the iElfric Society could 
not close their eyes to the paramount importance of these 
poems ; and knowing that my attention had been long be- 
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stowed upon them, the Council requested me to prepare 
them for the press, with a literal translation and such other 
appliances as might seem requisite for their full comprehen- 
sion and general utility. This I have now done to the best 
of my ability, making use, wherever I saw occasion, of the 
labours of my two learned friends and predecessors. 

The poems found in the Vercelli Codex are six in number. 
The first and longest of them may be called *^ A Legend of 
St. Andrew;'' it contains 3444 lines, or 1722 according to 
the German custom of printing each separate couplet as a 
single line. As the object of the present remarks is general, 
and applies to the whole collection, I shall now content my- 
self with naming the remaining pieces in the volume, re- 
serving the details till I come to the consideration of the 
separate poems, each by and for itself. The second may be 
named "The Fates of the XII. Apostols;'' it occupies 190 
lines. The third is named " The departed Soul's address to 
the Body; " it comprises 320 lines, and is found with some 
variations in the Codex Exoniensis. The fourth is a religious 
fragment of 92 lines : the fifth is ^^ A Dream of the Holy 
Rood," and contains 310 lines. The sixth and last, called 
by Grimm ** Elene," and by Thorpe " The invention of the 
Cross," extends to 2648 lines. 

The dialect in which the poems are composed is that which 
is known as the Westsaxon, and which, from the period of 
the establishment of Wessex in possession of the supreme 
power in England, became the language of literature, the 
court and the pulpit. In this the works attributed to Alfred 
are written ; we find it in Bedwulf and Caedmon, and it still 
survives in the homilies of Archbishop iGl&ic. The Vercelli 
poems present no noticeable deviation from the general form, 
nor does their language supply any data that can be relied on 
to settle either the time or the locality to which we owe them. 
There is, however, one passage which contains matter for 
consideration, and may possibly one day lead us to a con- 
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elusion on both these points. Towards the close of the poem 
of "Elene" the author deserts the epic narrative which he 
has so long pursued, and runs off into a train of lyrical re- 
flections, having himself and his fortunes for their subject* 
In the course of these lines occur certain runic characters^ 
which when taken together compose the name Cynewulf^ 
which recurs more than once m the Exeter Book under pre- 
cisely similar circumstances. There cannot be a doubt that 
this Cynewulf was the author of the poem of Elene, probably 
of all the rest, and those likewise which occur in the other 
collection, and it becomes a matter of much interest to decide 
who he was. Unhappily this is not an easy task : the name 
itself is extremely common, and, without any evidence lead- 
ing us to fix upon any particular individual^ it would perhaps 
be hardly justifiable to select as our author some dignified 
ecclesiastic merely because he bore that name. James Grimm, 
who seems to me to attribute too great an antiquity to the 
poems in their present form, hints that there was a bishop 
of Lindisfarn named Cynewulf who died in a.o. 780; but that 
bishop could neither have written nor read one word of the 
poems we possess, which would to him have been nearly as 
unintelligible as new German to an Englishman. No doubt 
these may be only translations from an earlier Northumbrian 
version, but this hypothesis has no basis whatever save the 
name Cynewulf, and that has been shown to be totally in- 
adequate. Still less ground is there for another supposition 
of Grimm's, that Aldhelm (who died in 705) may have been 
their author, and which appears to me to rest upon nothing 
more than the fact that Aldhelm was a poet ; for the philo- 
logical ground, viz. that the author at one period addresses 
two persons (using the dual^^ vos duo), will certainly not 
show that Aldhelm was that author, even if we admit — which 
I do not — that git in this passage is the dual pronoun in 
question. There was however a Cynewulf who may possibly 
have a better claim to the honour : he was an abbat of Peter- 
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borough or Medehamstede, in which capacity he is mentioned 
with praise by Hugo Candidus, the historian of that abbey, 
as a man of extensive and various learning, and of great re« 
putation among his contemporaries. He died in 1014, and, 
according to my view, is more likely to have composed these 
poems than an earlier author. 

For, from internal evidence, it seems to me that the Ver- 
celli poems are not referable to the old and purely epic period. 
There occurs from time to time something of the poet's own 
personality, and there is also a more lavish use of ornaments 
than was required in the truly national epos. To this, pro- 
bably, similes were originally unknown, being replaced by 
metaphors : Bedwulf has but two, and the much later Nibe- 
lunge Ndt but two or three : in the Vercelli poems there are 
several, and one or two which have a smack of abstraction 
about them strongly indicative of an advanced (and corrupt) 
state of civilization. A fresh and lively nature, which does 
not analyse the processes of thought, but trusts itself and its 
own feeling, can venture, for example, to call a ship a " sea- 
bird '* without checking itself, and saying that " it goes along 
like a sea-bird.'' Grimm's opinion respecting the antiquity 
of our poems rests apparently upon the old epic words and 
phrases which abound in them beyond the common measure, 
and render them so extremely valuable to the Teutonic 
scholar. But this seems an insufficient ground for the as- 
smnption ; since it is probable that these peculiarities belong 
to the poetical language of the Anglosaxons in contradistinc- 
tion to their prose, and were kept up by tradition among 
their sc6pas or poets. To this is owing the retention, even 
in Christian works, of modes of expression which must have 
had their origin in the heathen feeling, and which, in order 
to fit them for their new application, are gradually softened 
down and gain less personal and more abstract significations. 
The language of poetry is as distinct firom that of prose among 
the Anglosaxons as any two different dialects, and it is not 
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too much to say, that a scholar who might be well able to 
read the Gospels, the Homilies or the Chronicle, might not 
be able to construe ten consecutive lines of Bedwulf or Csed- 
mon. It is in fact in their poems that the stubborn nation- 
ality of our forefathers shows itself most thoroughly : their 
prose works are almost always literal translations, and even 
if original, are deeply imbued with tramontane feelings, de- 
rived from the models most in vogue. But the epic forms 
maintained themselves despite of the book-learning which 
was so overprized ; and even translations became originals, 
from the all-pervading Teutonic spirit which was uncon- 
sciously preserved in the forms and phrases of heathen poetry. 
In the use of these, far more than in the alliterative measure, 
consists the poetical element, and, without these, the allite- 
ration cannot save a saint's legend from assuming the guise 
of a dull homily, and being read as such in the churches. 

It will well repay the pains to read Grimm's excellent 
remarks upon this class of words in the introduction to 
" Andreas und Elene ; " he has collected together from all 
the Anglosaxon poems the principal expressions for the 
occurrences of warfare and seafaring, and the superstitious 
veneration for certain natural phienomena, such as day and 
night, sunrise, sunset, storms, dreams and death. He has 
himself shown the heathen character of these expressions, 
and the epic nature of others which continually occur in 
some of the poems. Into this long subject I will not now 
follow him, but earnestly recommend this and all his works 
to all who wish to study Anglosaxon in earnest ; my business 
will be to embody in the glossarial notes to this volume the 
more important of his results, as the occasion arises to notice 
them, too proud and happy 

Princeps iEolium carmen ad Italos 
Deduxisse modos, 

and caring very little for the repute of originality, if I can 
deserve the far more satisfactory praise of usefulness. 
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THE LEGEND OF ST. ANDREW. 

This is the first and longest of the Vercelli poems ; it de- 
scribes the conversion of the heathen Mermedonians by the 
apostol whose name we have assigned to it, his call to that 
work while in Achaia, his martyrdom among the pagan can- 
nibals, and his safe return after the completion of his mission. 
After the death of Christ the Apostols had divided the whole 
world among themselves, as scenes of missionary exertion. 
Matthew had visited the Mermedonians, a race of sorcerers 
and anthropophagi, who devoured every stranger that landed 
on their shores. The saint had, like all their victims, been 
cast into prison together with a multitude of men and women, 
who appear to belong to his company. According to their 
custom they had put out his eyes, and given him to drink a 
potion which reduces man to the level of the beasts, and 
causes him to feed on grass and hay like the cattle of the 
field. But from this fate his faith appears to have saved 
him : he prays to God that he may not lose the intellect by 
which he is enabled to glorify his Creator ; and he receives 
by a voice from heaven the gracious assurance that his prayer 
is heard, and that St. Andrew shall be sent to release him 
from his misery. To this saint a command is now delivered 
to set out for Mermedonia, which dangerous undertaking he 
at first attempts to decline ; but being rebuked by God, he 
manfully addresses himself to his journey with a number of 
selected comrades. At the sea- shore he sees a boat with three 
rowers, who being interrogated as to their country reply that 
they are from Mermedonia, whither they are about to return. 
Andrew requests a passage, which they are willing to give, 
on condition of payment. On hearing however that the saint 
and his companions have no gold and silver, and are servants 
of Jesus Christ, the strangers agree to take them gratuitously 
to Mermedonia. The three rowers are in fact Almighty God, 
and two of his angels. During the voyage Andrew is in- 
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duced to relate various events in the life of his master^ for 
the instruction of the supposed steersman and the edification 
of his own comrades^ One of these episodes is of importance 
to the history of the poem. According to St. Andrew, the 
Jews having demanded a sign of the Saviour and a proof of 
his divine descent^ Jesus performed a great miracle to con- 
found them. On the walls of the temple, to left and right, 
were carved two images of the Seraphim*: these the Saviour 
caused to descend from their places, and endowed them with 
speech ; he then sent them over the desert to the plain of 
Mamre, where Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were buried, com- 
manding them to call the patriarchs from their graves, that 
they might bear witness to him. This is done, and the re- 
animated remains are not dismissed to their repose till they 
have testified that Jesus is indeed the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. 

A deep sleep falls upon St. Andrew and his comrades; 
during which they are laid upon the shore of Mermedonia^ 
when it is first revealed to them who has been the guide of 
their journey. Invisible to all eyes, the saint advances to 
the prison where St. Matthew and his companions languish. 
On his arrival the guards fall down dead ; sight is restored 
to the blind apostol, who departs with his whole company, 
praising God. The next day is the one on which, according 
to their custom, the cannibals assemble to slaughter and eat 
some of their captives ; they find the prison open, the jailers 
dead and their prey escaped. Horror and despair seize upon 
them : they are reduced to the necessity of choosing a victim 
from among themselves by lot. The heavy doom falls upon 
an old man, a principal councillor among them, who to re- 
deem his own life offers his young son for sacrifice. But 
this awakens the compassion of St. Andrew, who miracu- 
lously blunts the weapons that are directed against the youth, 
and rescues him from death. While the confusion and terror 
* Teraphim? 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFACE. xiii 

of the- Mermedonians are at the highest^ a fiend^ watchful 
for opportunities to molest the servants of God, calls atten- 
tion to the apostol^ whom he denounces as the rescuer of 
St. Matthew and the cause of their present trouble. On 
this the saint is seized and imprisoned, and for several days 
grievously tormented by being dragged over the rough ways, 
till the flesh is torn from the bones: in his prison, devils 
revile and scoff him, but he defeats them by a steadfast faith, 
and drives them from him in confusion. At length his 
patience gives way under the intensity of torture; he re- 
monstrates with God, praying for speedy death, and is told 
that his martyrdom is accomplished. He now calls a mighty 
flood, which sweeps away the most active of his tormentors. 
The rest, stricken with terror, are converted, instructed and 
baptized ; and after remaining with them for a season, St. 
Andrew sets sail and returns to AchaiaVl\ Grimm was at once 
struck with the probability of this poem being founded upon 
some apocryphal gospel or legend current in the early church, 
and endeavoured to discover it. In this he was for a while 
unsuccessful : hints indeed and allusions to the story there 
were, but not such a detailed resemblance as would prove 
the recovery of the original work from which the poem was 
translated. Two of these passages are cited by Grimm, one 
from the Legenda Aurea of Jacobus de Voragine, the other 
from the PseudO'Abdins (Fabricius, Cod.Apoc. N.T. p. 45 7); 
but I do not copy them, because, though they prove a know- 
ledge of a story similar in its general outlines to our own, 
they show no acquaintance whatever with some of the most 
remarkable points of the legend : for example, they are silent 
as to the Mermedonians being cannibals, the personal convoy 
which the Almighty vouchsafes to his servant, the dtory of 
the statues and the raising of the patriarchs, and the mode by 
which the conversion of the heathen was efiected. Father 
inquiry was necessary, and on application to Thilo, the 
learned editor of the Cod. Apoc. N. T., the wished-for in- 
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formation was obtained. In th<j Royal Library at Paris are 
several MSS. containing the npd^ec^: ^AvSpeov xal MarOa^v, 
and two of these, Cod. Bibl. Reg. 808, fol. 348-359, and Cod. 
1556, fol. 1-11, are cited from Thilo's unpublished collec- 
tions. In these we find the details in question. Thus, the 
Mermedonians are cannibals : /cara KKijpov oSv eXo^e tov 
Mardaiov iropevdrjvav ev ry x^P^ '^^^ avOpoiyjrwfiarfODV, Again, 
it is God himself who steers the ship : 6 yap /cvpuyf rfi eavrov 
hwdfiSL KoX to")(yi Karea-Kevcure ttXoZov, koI avrok 9fv wairep 
irpmpeif^ ev t& trX/oUp xal evirfKa^ hvo d^eXov^ ifiopifxoaey 
avTovr The adventure of the statues is thus told: KaX 
0ecLardfi€V<y; 6 'Iiy^rov? ix he^iciy /cal cf evcovvfuov rod vaov fSe 
y\vil>as (1. yXuTTTcL^) ar^iyya<; Svo, filav Ik Sc^lAv kuI filav i^ 
evcovvfuov Koi trrpaA^X^i 6 'Iiyo-oC? irph^i rffia^; elire' Oecofyi^a-aTe 
TOV rinrov tov oravpov* TavTa yap ofioia eUrv tov Xepovfilfi 
Kol TOV Se/oa^l/i, tcSv ev ovpav^. Tore 6 'Iiyo-oO? i/jufiXje^ltaq 
ex Be^t&y, ov r^v r} a'<l>ly^, ehrev avrf}* aol Xiym^ to i/mnrto/ia 
TO (1. tov) ev ovpavAy h eyXi/^av TC'xyiT&v X^V^?, diroKoW^OijTi 
dird TOV T&rrov aov, KaX ikdk /caTO), xal diroKpl0f)Tiy teal eXey^ov 
Toif^ apxiepeh ical viroSei^v avToUy el eyw Oeo^ eifii fj avOpfo- 
•7ro9' Kal €v0€(o<i dveTnjBrfa-ev execv^ Ty &pa rf (T^by^, KaX dvor- 
"Ka/Sovaa ijxovffv dv0poiy7rivr)Vy elTrev. etc. etc. 

Now such coincidences as these are more than accidental, 
and I think they justify the conclusion that, mediately or 
immediately, the irpd^ei^ ^AvSpeov are the original of our 
Anglosaxon poem. Perhaps it is more consonant with pro- 
bability that a literal Latin translation should have supplied 
the Anglosaxon monk with his materials, than that he should 
have been competent to adapt a Greek legend. In the North 
of England, at an early period, some knowledge of Greek 
seems to have been found, and the companions of Theodor of 
Tarsus may have left scholars in the cloisters south of the 
Humber : but with the close of the eighth, or beginning of the 
ninth century, the last traces of this knowledge perished away 
in England, nor was even a word of Greek intelligible in the 
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eleventh, save perhaps here -and there a title or an epithet 
borrowed from the pompous pedantry of Byzantium. From 
the time of Lucius Chariuus (the Manichean of the sixth 
century, to whom Thilo attributes the original legend) till 
that of Cynewulf, Abbat of Peterborough, nearly five centuries 
elapsed ; and a work so well known as the TlepioSoi could 
hardly fail to find translators in the West. I feel little 
hesitation in avowing my belief that this was the case, rather 
than in supposing a Northumbrian or early Southern (Kentish 
for instance) version to have been directly made from the 
Greek, and this again retranslated into Westsaxon at the 
end of the tenth century. 

This is not the only instance of similar processes : " Salomon 
and Saturn" appears to have arisen in the same manner ; and 
so in all probability did ^' Elene," the most valuable of the 
poems contained in this volume. The service which Pope 
Gelasius (a.d. 492-496) did the church, by eliminating a 
multitude of apocryphal Gospels from the Canon, may have 
been somewhat diminished by his recognition of them as 
works tending to edification ; but the student of our natiorial 
antiquities will acknowledge with gratitude, that to such 
modified recognition we owe the preservation of many monu- 
ments of thought and language which would otherwise have 
been sought in vain. It is true that they are of little interest in 
their Latin or Greek forms, except inasfar as they may have 
influenced the universal mind of Europe at the commencement 
of our modern civilization : in the early German translations, 
however, they have remained to supply the most important 
materials for the history of the thoughts, feelings and mind 
of the Teutonic races. For, partly, through the strong 
nationality of the Anglosaxons, partly through the exist- 
ence of a peculiar language, devoted to a particular use, 
the classical original becomes an equally original Germanic 
poem, in all but the subject ; and hanng so become, bears in 
very many of its details the strong impress of early and even 



Digitized by 



Google 



xvi PREFACE. 

heathen tradition. Devoted only to the elucidation of heathen 
themes^ their heathen element would have been compelled to 
an unequal struggle with the power of the Christian priest- 
hood^ in which it must ultimately have succumbed : but once 
saved from this fate^ adopted^ and as it were Christianized 
by the priesthood itself^ it became the surest guarantee of the 
national development, helping to ensure the failure of every 
attempt to introduce the elements of a foreign civilization, 
or the usurpation of a foreign authority in matters of civil or 
ecclesiastical polity. 
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HWiET we gefrunon 

on fyrndagum 

twelfe under tunglum 

tireddige hsele'S, 

]>e6dnes J^egnas : 

nd hira }>rym ^l»g, 

campraedenne^ 

]7onne cumbol hneoton ; 

si^'San hie gedseldon^ 

sw^ him dryhten sylf^ 

heofona hedhcyning, 

hlyt get&hte. 

paet w«eron ma^re 

men ofer eorSan, 

frome folctogan, 

and fyrdhwate, 

r6fe rincas^ 

}>onne rond and hand 

on herefelda 

helm ealgodon^ 

OQ meotudwange. 

Wses hira Matheus sum^ 

se mid lud^um ongan 

godspell flerest . 

wordum wrltan, | 

VBRC. 



JLO ! We have learned 

in days of yore 

of twelve beneath the stars 

heroes gloriously blessed^ 
5 servants of the Lord : 

their glory failed not, 

of their warfare, 

when ensigns clashed ; [tion, 

after they had made distribu- 
10 as God himself to them, 

high king of heaven, 

had a lot assigned. 

Those were famous 

men throughout the earth, 
15 pious leaders, 

and bold in warfare, 

celebrated warriors, 

when shield and hand 

on the battle-field 
20 the helmet guarded, 

on the fatal plain. 

Matthew was one of them, 

who amongst the Jews began 

the gospel first 
05 in words to write, 

B 
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wundorcraefte. 

pkm h&lig god 

hlyt getedde 

iit on ]7ffit igland, 

}>&r fl^nig pk git 

ell]7e6digra 

6%les ne mihte 

bl^^des briican. 

Oft him bonena hand 

on herefelda 

hearde gescedd. 

Eal wffis ]>8et mearcland 

morSre bewunden, 

fedndes f&cne, 

folcstede gumena^ 

hffileSa 6%eL 

Nflss ^&r hl&fes wist 

werum on ^km wonge, 

n6 wffiteres drync 

td briicanne. 

Ah hie bl6d and fel, 

fira flffischoman 

feorran cumenra^ 

Hgon geond pk ^edde : 

swelc waes )?edw hira, 

)^t hie fi^ghwylcne 

ellj'eddigra 

dydon him id m6se 

metej^arfendum, 

^kvBL p& pBdt edland 

iitan 86hte. 

Swylc wses ^sds folces 

freolSoleds t&cen, 

unlsedra cafe's, 

psdt hie edgena gesih'S, 



with miraculous power. 

To him holy God 

assigned a lot 

out on that island, 
30 where yet not any one 

of strangers 

might a home 

or prosperity enjoy, [terers 

Oft had the hand of slaugh- 
35 on the battle-field 

hardly decided for him. 

That border-land was all 

wound round with slaughter, 

with the treachery of the foe, 
40 the metropolis of men, 

the dwelling of heroes. 

There was no supply of bread 

for men in that country, 

nor drink of water 
45 to enjoy. 

But they the blood and skin, 

the flesh of men 

comers from afar, 

partook of among the people : 
50 such was their custom 

that they every one 

of strangers 

made to them for food^ 

wanting meat, 
55 of those who that island 

visited from without. 

Such was the people's 

peaceless token, 

the suffering of the wretched, 
60 that they tw eye-sight. 
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hetteqd heorogrimme, 

h^afodgimme 

dguton gealgmdde 

gftra ordum : 

si'S'San him geblendon es 

bitere t6somne 

dryas }mrh dwolcrfieft 

drync unhedme, 

se onwende gewit, 

wera inge)7anc 70 

heortan hrfi'Sre ; 

byge wflBS oncyrred 

)^ffit hie ne mumdon 

ffifter mandredme^ 

hflsle'S beorogr&dige^ 7ft 

ac hie big aod gmvs, 

for meteledste 

m^^^ gedrfihte. 

pft wses Matheus 

td 'pmre meeran byrig so 

cumeD, in 'pk ceastre. 

ps^r wsBS cirm micel 

geond Mermedonia, 

m&nfulra hl6^^ 

ford^nera gedraeg, 86 

siiSiSan dedfles J^egn 

♦ :|e ♦ 

♦ * * 

:|e * * 

* * ge^scodon^ 
ffi^elinges stS. 

E<5don him ]?ft t6g6nes 
g^biini gehyrsted 90 

limgre mider linde^ 
nalaes late waeron 



sword-grim enemies, 

the gem of the head 

gallows-minded poured out 

with javelin points : 

afterwards mixed for them 

bitter together 

these wizards through magic 

a fatal drink, 

which turned away the wit, 

the intellect of men, 

the heart within the breast ; 

the mind was turned 

so that they cared not 

for the joys of human life, 

the men fatally greedy, 

but them hay and grass, 

for want of food 

weary, oppressed. 

Then was Matthew 

to the famous burgh 

come, to the city. 

There was much outcry 

throughout Mermedonia, 

the sinful tribe, 

a tumult of undone men, 

since the devil's servant 

* * * 

* * ♦ 

* * learnt 
the noble's journey. 
Towards him they went 
with javelins adorned 
swiftly under linden-shield, 
not slow were 

b2 
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eorre aescberend 
to ^km orlege. 
Hie ]>km h%an f^ser 
handa gebundon 
and faestnodon 
fedndes craefte, 
hsele^ hellfClse, 
and his hedfdes segl 
abruton mid billes ecge. 
HwaeiSre he in bredstum f 
herede in heortan 
heofoniices weard, 
}>edh ]?e he &tres drync 
atulne onf^nge ; 
eddig and inmod 
he mid elne forS 
wyrSode wordum 
wuldres aldor, 
heofonrlces weard, 
h^lgan stefne 
of carcerne. 
Him waes Cristes lof 
on fyrhiSlocan 
fseste bewunden ; 
he ^k w^pende 
w^regum tearum, 
his sigedryhten 
sirgan reorde 
gr^tte, gumena brego, 
gedmran stefne 
weoruda wilgeofan, 
and Jnis wordum cwaeiS : 
Ht me el)?e<5dige 
inwitwr^sne, 
searonet^ seowaiS. 



the fierce spear- bearers 

to the onset. 
96 They for the holy one there 

his hands bound, 

and fastened them 

with hostile craft, 

men hell -prone, 
100 and the gem of his head 

broke with the bill's edge. 
k git Nevertheless he still in his 

in his heart honored [breast 

the ward of heaven's kingdom, 
105 though he the drink of poison 

the terrible had tasted ; 

blessed and steadfast 

he courageously continued 

to glorify with his words 
110 the prince of glory, 

the ward of heaven's kingdom, 

with holy voice, 

from out his prison. 

To him was Christ's praise 
115 within his breast 

steadfastly wound about ; 

he then weeping 

with weary tears, 

his victorious Lord 
120 with sorrowful speech 

addressed, the prince of men, 

with mournful voice 

the benefactor of hosts, 

and thus in words he spake : 
125 '^ How for me these strangers 

a chain of mischief, 

a net of snares, are sewing ! 
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k ic simles wseg 
on wega gehw^m, 
wiUan )>ine8 
geom on mdde ; 
ntl )7urb geohiSa sceal 
daeda fremman 
sw^ pk dumban nedt. 
pt ^na canst 
ealra gehygdo^ 
meotud mancynnes 
mdd in hrfi'Sre. 
6if ]>tn willa sie, 
wuldres aldor, 
psBt me waerlogan 
waepna ecgnm^ 
sweordum ^webban^ 
ic be<5 sdna gearu 
id ^dredganne 
)?3Bt )>tl, dryhten mln, 
engla eddgifa^ 
^'Selledsum^ 
duge'Sa dsedfruma^ 
d^man wille. 
Forgif me t6 ftre, 
aelmibtig god, 
ledht on )7issum life ; 
)?y laes ic lungre scyle, 
iblended in burgum, 
sBfter billhete, 
]?urh hearmcwide 
heorugraedigra, 
14'Sra leddscea'Sena, 
leng }>r6wian 
edwitsprsece. 
Ic id kunm pe 



I was evermore 

in every way, 
130 of thy will 

desirous in my mind ; 

now with sorrow must I 

deeds do 

such as the dumb cattle. 
135 Thou alone knowest 

the thoughts of all men, 

thou Lord of mankind, 

the mind within the breast. 

If it be thy will, 
140 Prince of glory, 

that me the perfidious men 

with edge of weapons, 

with swords shall set to sleep, 

I shall be soon ready 
145 to endure 

whatsoever thou, my Lord, 

bliss-giver of angels, 

to me an exile, 

thou origin of virtuous deeds, 
150 art willing to adjudge. 

Grant me as a boon. 

Almighty God, 

light in this life ; 

lest I shall forthwith, [ings, 
155 blinded as I am in these dwell- 
after the hate of swords, 

through the abuse 

of savage greedy men, 

of hostile malefactors, 
160 longer suflFer 

contemptuous speech. 

I to thee only. 
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middangeardes weard^ 

m6d sta'Solige^ 

faeste fyrh'Slufan : i65 

and )>e^ feeder engla^ 
J ^ beorht blsedgifa, 
*j( ,^^ biddan wille 
'. '^' ' }>aet yt me ne gescyrige 

mid scyldhetmii^ 170 

w^rigum wr6htsmi'Sam, 

on J>one wyrrestan, 

dugo'Sa d^mend, 

de&& ofer eorSan. 

iEfter ]?ys8um wordum com 

wuldres tUcen 

h^ig of heofenum, 

fiwylce h&dre Sfiegl^ 

id )>am carcerne. 

peer gecy8ed wearS iso 

]^set h&lig god 

helpe gefreraede. 

Dk wearS gehyred 

heofoncyninges stefn 

wraetlic under wolcnum, iss 

wordbled'Sres sw^g 

meeres j^eddnes ; 

be bis magu]>egne, 

under bearmlocan, 

baelo and fr6fre 190 

beadurdfum &bedd, 

beorbtan stefoe : 

Ic ^e, Matbeus, 

mine sylle 

sibbe under swegle. Nebe6J?(i 

on sefan id forbt, 

n6 on m6de ne murn. 



Guardian of tbe worlds 

keep my mind firmly fixed, 

tbe steadfast love of my soul : 

and tbee, Fatber of angels, 

brigbt giver of prosperity, 

will pray 

tbat tbou appoint me not 

among tbese guilty ones, 

tbese base artificers of crime, 

tbe worst, — 

Ruler of dignities ! — 

death on tbe earth/' 

After tbese words came 

a token of glory 

holy from heaven, 

like a serene star, . 

to the prison. 

There was manifested 

that Holy Ood 

gave help. 

Then was heard 

the voice of heaven's king 

wondrous under tbe welkin, 

tbe sound of tbe oracular word 

of the great King ; 

he to his servant, 

in the bonds of evil, 

safety and comfort 

to the bold in war did offer, 

with a clear voice : 

" I to thee, Matthew, 

grant my [not thou 

peace under the firmament. Be 

too fearful in mind, 

nor mourn in mind. 
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Ic ye mid wunige 

and pe Alyse of |?yssum 

leo^ubendum, 

and eaUe ^ menigo 

J>e }>e mid wuniaiS 

on nearon^dum. 

pe is neorxna wang, 

bl^da beorhtdst, 

boldwela fsegrdst, 

h&ma hyhdlcdst, 

h^egam mihtum 

torht ont^ned ; 

J^aer pti tires mdst, 

to widan feore, 

willan briican. 

Ge)K)la }?edda preA ; 

nis se<5 )?rah micel, 

padt fe waerlogan 

wltebendum, 

synne purh searocrseft 

swencan mdton. 

Ic pe Andreas 

sedre onsende 

to hied and td hrd^re, 

in pks hae^enan burg t 

he pe aiyse'S 

of ]>is8um leddhete : 

is td p&re tide 

tapknet hwile^ 

emne mid sdiSe 

seofon and twentig 

nihtgerimes^ 

peet )?(i of nMe m6st, 

sorgum geswenced, 

sigore gewyrSod, 



I will dwell with thee 

and release thee from these 
900 limb-bonds^ 

and all the multitude 

that abideth with thee 

in strait need. 

To thee is Ptodise, 
906 brightest of glories, 

fairest of dwellings, 

pleasantest of homes, 

by holy powers 

brightly opened ; 
910 where thou glory mayest, 

to all eternity, 

at will enjoy. [people j 

Endure the oppression of this 

the period is not long, 
215 that for thee the perfidious ones 

with bonds of punishment, 

sinfully through insidious craft 

may afflict. 

I to thee, Andrew, 
290 will speedily send 

for protection and comfort, 

into this heathen city : 

he will release thee 

from this vast hatred : 
295 up to that time is 

a calculable interval^ 

even in sooth 

seven and twenty 

nights by number, 
930 when thou shalt from this need, 

afflicted with sorrows, 

glorified with victory, 
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hweorfest of hen'Sum 
in gehyld godes. 
Oew&t him ^k se hilga 
helm aelwihta, 
engla scippend, 
td ^km uplican 
^^elrlce, 

he is oil riht cjming, 
sta'Solfaest styrend 
in stowa gehwdm. 
Dk wees Matheus 
miclum onbryrded 
niwan stefne ; 
nihthelm t6g\kd, 
lungre leorde, 
ledht sefter com, 
daegr^dw6ma. 
DuguiS samnade, 
hseiSne faildfrecan, 
hedpum l^rungon ; 
gtl^searo gullon, 
g^as brysedon 
bo]genm6de 
under bordbred^an, 
Woldon cuunian 
hwseiSer cwice lifdon 
fa |?e on carcerne 
clommum faeste 
bledledsan wlc 
hwlle wunedon ; 
bwylcne bie t6 aete 
serest mibton 
aefter firstmearce 
feores bersedan ? 
Hsefdoii hie on dine 



thou shalt go from miseries 

into Ood's grace." 
236 Departed then the holy 

protector of all beings, 

creator of angels, 

to the supernal 

realm, 
MO He is justly King, 

a firm ruler 

in every plaee ! 

Then was Matthew 

much moved 
M5 by the new summons ; 

the night-helm glode away, 

rapidly it departed, 

light came after, 

the rushing noise of dawn. 
250 The powerful collected, 

heathens battle- savage, 

in heaps they thronged : 

their war-trappings sung, 

they brandished their javelins 
255 angry of mood 

under the wall of shields. 

They would prove 

whether yet quick lived 

those who in prison 
260 fast in bonds, 

a comfortless dwelling 

awhile had occupied ; 

which of them they for food 

might first 
m after the appointed interval 

deprive of life ? 

They had in rune 
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and on rlmcraefte 

Awriten, wfielgr&dige^ 

wera endestaef : 270 

hwaenne hie t6 mdse 

mete]>earfendum 

on p&re wer)>e6de 

weorSan sceoldon ; 

cirmdon caldheorte, 275 

coriSer 6'Srum getang^ 

r^'Se rfiesboran ; 

rihtes ne gymdon 

meotudes mildse ; 

oft hira mdd onwdd 280 

under dimsciian 

de6fles larum, 

J'onne hie unla&dra 

eafe'Sum gelyfdon. 

Hie pk gem^tton 286 

mddes gledwne^ 

hftligne hfiele 

under hedlstorlocan 

bidan beadurdfue 

hws^s him beorht cyning, 

engla ordfruma, 

unnan wolde. 

Da waes first ftg^n 

frumraedenne, 

]>inggemearces^ 295 

btltan ]>rim nihtum^ 

SW& hit waslwulfas 

^writen hsefdon, 

]>8et hie b^nhringas 

ibrecan )?ohton^ 300 

lungre tdlysan 

lie and siwle 



and in rimecraft 

written, greedy of slaughter, 

the end of the men : 

when they for food 

to the hungry 

in that tribe 

should become ; 

the coldhearted noisily shouted, 

troop thronged on troop, 

savage onset-bringers ; 

for right they cared not 

the mercy of the Lord ; 

oft their mind went 

under dim shadow 

by the devil's lore, 

when they of savage spirits 

believed in the might. 

They then found 

the prudent of mind, 

the holy man, 

in his dark den 

warlike-bold abiding [king, 

whatsoever to him the bright 

the prince of angels, 

should grant. 

Then was the space expired 

of the predestined time, 

the fixed period, 

except three nights, 

as it the wolves of slaughter 

had written down, 

that they the bone-rings 

thought to break, 

forthwith to divide 

body and soul. 
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and )H)nDe tddfielan 

duga'Se and gedgo^e, 

werum 16 wiste 3os 

and id wilj^ege, 

fseges fl&schoman. 

Feorh ne bemumdon 

grs^dige gtl'SrincaB^ 

hti )^fie8 g&stes stS sio 

ffifter swyltcwale 

geseted wurde. 

Swa hie Bimble ymb ]>ritig 

];ing geh^gdon 

nihtgerlmes : 315 

wffis him ne6d micel, 

padt hie tdbrugdon 

bI6digum ceaflum 

fira fld^schoman 

him t6 f6ddor]>ege. 320 

pk waes gemyndig 

86 )>e middangeard 

gesta-Selode 

strangum mihtum, 

hH he in ellj^^odigum 325 

yrm'Sum wunade^ 

belocen leo'Subendum^ 

pe of his lufan adre^ 

for Ebr^um 

and Israhelum, 330 

swylce he Jud^ 

galdorcTseftum 

wi^stdd strangllce. 

pk si6 stefn gewearS 

geh^red of heofenum^ 335 

J^aer se halga wer 

in Achaia 



and then to distribute 

to old and young, 

to the men for food 

and acceptable feast, 

the flesh of the slain. 

For the soul cared not 

the greedy warriors, 

how the spirit's journey 

after death 

might be appointed. 

Thus they ever about thirty 

nights by number 

held their public meeting : 

great was their need, 

that they must touch 

with bloody jaws 

the flesh of men 

for their food. 

Then was mindful 

He who the earth 

established 

by his strong might, 

how he among strangers 

miserably dwelt, 

locked up in limb-bonds, 

who for his sake had suffered 

before Hebrews 

and Israelites, 

also of the Jews 

the magical powers 

had strongly withstood. 

Then the voice was 

heard out of heaven, 

where the holy man 

in Achaea 
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Andreas wses. 

Ledde Is^rde 

on lifes weg. 340 

pk him clrebaldum 

cyningB, wuldor^ 

meotud mancynnes, 

mddhord onle^c, 

weoruda dryhten 345 

and ];us wordum cwselS : 

Dd scealt f^ran 

and fri'S l&dan^ 

si'Se ges^can 

p&T sylfffitan 350 

card weardiga'S, 

^^el healda^ 

morSorcrseftum ; 

SW& Is ]7fiere menigo J^edw, 

]7£et hie unciliSra 355 

aengum ne willa'S 

on 'pkm folcstede 

fedres geunnan : 

stSiSan m^nfuUe 

on Mermedonia 36o 

onfinda'S fedsceaftne, 

l^ser sceal feorhged^^ 

earmlic ylda cwealm^ 

aefter wyr8an. 

peer ic sedmian wAt 365 

]?lnne sigebrd'Sor 

mid "pkm burgwarum 

bendum faestne : 

nA bl^ fore }?re6 niht, 

)?8et he on ]?8ere ]>e<5de sceal 370 

fore hs^iSenra 



Andrew was. 

The people he instructed 

in the way of lifll 

There to him royally bold 

the glory of kings, 

the lord of mankind, 

unlocked the treasure of words, 

the Lord of hosts, 

and thus in words he spake : 

<' Thou Shalt go 

and bear my peace, 

in journey seek 

where the anthropophagi 

defend the land^ 

hold the possession 

by murderous power ; 

such is the custom of that 

multitude, 
that they of strangers 
to no one will 
in that country 
spare the life : 
when the guilty ones 
in Mermedonia 
find a wretch, 
then must life-parting, 
miserable slaughter of men, 
afterwards take place. 
There I know to languish 
thy brother in glory 
among the citizens 
fast in bonds : 

now is it three nights before, 
that he shall among that people 
through the heathens' 
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handgewiune^ 

]7urh gkres gripe 

g&st onsendai^ 

ellorflisne^ 37s 

btitan J^ 8^r cjrme. 

iEdre him Andreas 

^ef andsware : 

Hii maeg ic^ dryhten min, 

ofer de6p gelid sso 

fdre gefremman 

on feome weg 

swft hraedllce, 

heofona scippend^ 

wuldres waldend, 385 

swft yt word6 becwlst ? 

paet maBg engel J?ln 

e&^ gef^ran, 

of heofenum con him 

holma begang, 390 

sealte ssestredmas 
j and swanr^de^ 
' waroiSfaru'Sa gewinn 

and W£eterbr6gan, 

wegas ofer wld land. 395 

Ne sint me winas ciiiSe 

eorlas elj^eddige 

nt )>fler ^niges wAt 

hsele^a gehygdo, 

n6 me herestre^ta 400 

ofer cald waeter 

cH^e sindon. 

Him \^k ondswarude 

6ce dryhten : 

Edla Andreas 405 

)7aet ya k woldest 



hand-warfare^ 

through gripe of javelin 

send forth his spirit 

ready to depart^ [earlier." 

unless thou come . thither 

At once to him Andrew 

returned answer : 

** How may I, my Lord^ 

over the deep sea 

accomplish the journey 

on so far a way 

so speedily^ 

creator of the heavens^ 

ruler of glory, 

as thou in words sayest ? 

That may thine angel 

more easily travel, 

from the heavens he knows 

the passages of the deeps, 

the salt sea-streams 

and the swan's road, 

the contest of the sea>waves 

and the terror of waters, 

ways over wide land. 

To me are no known friends 

the strange men, 

nor do I in anything know 

the disposition of the people, 

nor are to me the high-roads 

over the cold water 

known." 

Him then answered 

eternal God: 

*^ Alas ! Andrew, 

that ever thou wouldst 
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pses si'Sfaetes 

saene weorSan ! 

Nis ]?aet uned^e 

ealwealdan Gode 410 

id gefremmanne 

on foldwege, 

l^aet sid ceaster bider 

on ]?^8 cnedrisse 

under swegles gang 415 

^seted wyrSe, 

breogost6l br^me 

mid ^km burgwarum, 

gif hit word^ becwiiS 

wuldres ^end. 420 

Ne meaht ]7(i )>aes si'Sfsetes 

saene weorSan, 

n^ on gewitte id wftc, 

gif jfti wel ]7encest 

wi'S )?lnne wealdend 426 

weere gehealdan, 

tredwe t^cen. 

Bed yt on tld gearu : 

ne mseg ];8es s^rendes 

ylding wyrSan : 430 

J^ scealt ]74 fore gef^ran, 

and ]7in feorh beran 

in gramra gripe ; 

J?aer ]7e gii^gewinn 

]7urh hae^enra 435 

hildewdman, 

beoma beaducrseft^ 

geboden wyr'Se^. 

Scealtu aeninga 

mid aerdiege^ 440 

emne td morgene. 



to this journey 

be slow ! 

It is not difficult 

for Almighty Ood 

to accomplish 

in this place, 

that the city hither 

in this tribe 

beneath the sun's path 

should be transported, 

the proud metropolis 

together with the burghers, [it 

if with a word should command 

the Lord of glory ! 

Thou mayest not to this journey 

be alow, 

nor too weak in wit, 

if thou desirest well 

towards thy prince 

covenant to hold, 

true token ! 

Be thou at the time ready : 

of this errand there may 

be no delay : 

thou shalt then set forward, 

and bear thy life 

into the grasp of foes ; 

where warlike contest to thee, 

through the heathens' 

battle rush, 

the war- craft of heroes, 

shall be proclaimed. 

Thou shalt certainly 

at early dawn, 

even tomorrow. 
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ffit meres ende^ 

ce<51 gesttgan^ 

and ou cald wseter 

brecan ofer bee^weg. 445 

Hafa bletsunge 

ofer middangeard 

mine 'p&r J?<i ftre. 

Oewllt him ^k se h^lga 

healdend and wealdend, 450 

upengla fruma^ 

^'Sel s^can^ 

middangeardes weard^ 

]7one mseran h4m 

]7fier sd'Sfeestra 455 

s&wla m6ton 

aefter llces hryre 

llfes briican. 

pk wses &rende 

seiSelum cempan 4eo 

^boden in burgum : 

ne waes him bl^a'5 hyge, 

ah he waes ftnrsed 

ellenweorces, 

heard and hyger6f, 465 

nalaes hildlata, 

gearo gd^e fram 

id Godes compe. 

Gew&t him ]?& on uhtan, 

mid s^rdaege, 470 

ofer sandhleo'Su 

t6 saes faru^e, 

J^rlste on gej^ance, 

and his J^egnas mid^ 

g^ngan on gre<5te. 476 

Gflrsecg hlynede 



at the sea's end, 
mount a ship, 
and on the cold water 
break over the bath way. 
Have my blessing 
throughout the earth 
whithersoever thou go ! " 
Then departed the holy 
upholder and wielder, 
the prince of archangels, 
to seek his home, 
the warder of earth, 
the famous dwelling 
where of the pious 
the souls may 
after the body's fall 
enjoy life. 

Then was the errand 
to the noble champion 
proclaimed in the town : 
his mind was not slack, 
but he was steadfast 
in his great work, 
hard and noble-minded, 
no skulker from battle, 
ready for war, stout 
for God's battle. 
He went then at dawn, 
with break of day, 
over the sand-hills 
to the sea-shore, 
bold in thought, 
and his thanes with him, 
going on the sand. 
The ocean sounded 
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bedton brimstredmas : 

se beorn wses on hyhte 

si^^an he on warulSe 

wldfae'Sme Bcip 480 

m6dig gem^tte. 

pk com morgen torht, 

bedcua bearhtost^ 

ofer breomo snedwan ; 

h^ig of he<51stre 485 

heofoncandel bl^c 

ofer lagofl6das ; 

he ]^&r lidweardas 

}>rymllce J?ry 

]7egnas (gesceawode), 490 

mddigllce m£nn 

on mereb4te 

sittan stSfrome, 

swylce hie ofer ss^ comon : 

J^aet waes dryhten Bjrlf, 495 

dugeiSa wealdend^ 

^ce aelmihtig 

mid his englum tw4m. 

Wfleron hie on gescirplan 

scipf^rendum^ 500 

eorlas onltce 

e^tSendum, 

]7onne hie on fl6des fae^m 

ofer feorne weg 

on cald waeter sos 

ce<51um \kc2cS, 

Hie pk gegr^tte 

se ^e on gredte st6d 

fCls on faroiSe^ 

frsegn^ reordade : 510 

hwanon comon ge 



the sea- streams dashed : 

the man was full of hope 

after he on the strand 

a wide-bosomed ship 

courageous found. 

Then came splendent morning, 

brightest of beacons, 

hastening over the waves ; 

holy from out the darkness 

heaven's candle shone 

over the lake-floods ; 

he there ship-keepers 

glorious three 

thanes beheld, 

courageous men 

in the sea-boat 

sitting bold to journey, 

even as they had come over sea : 

that was the Lord himself, 

the prince of dignities, 

the eternal Almighty God 

with his two angels. 

They were in habit like 

unto seafarers, 

the men like 

sailors over the wave, [flood 

when they on the bosom of the 

far away 

on the cold water 

with ships play. 

Them then addressed 

he who on the strand stood 

ready on the beach, 

he inquired and said : 

" Whence come ye 
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cedlum ItSan, 
mftcraeftige nienn^ 
on meref^issan, 
kne £^gflotan ? 
hwanon e^orstre^m 
ofer yiSa gewealc 
edwic brohte ? 
Him ]^k andswarode 
aelmihtig god^ 
sw^ l^set ne wiste^ 
se }7aB8 wordes b^d, 
hwaet se tnanna waes 
me^elh^gendra^ 
]7a he )>aer on waro^e 
wiiSJ^ingode : 
We of Marmedonia 
msegSe sindon 
feorran geftrede : 
<!ls mid fl6de bser 
on hr^nr^de 
hedhstefn naca^ 
snellic ssemearh, 
sntlde bewunden ; 
o^^aet we J^issa ledda 
land ges6hton 
wsere bewrecene, 
6w^ us wind fordr&f. 
Him ^k Andreas 
e^^m6d oncwae^ : 
Wolde ic )7e biddan 
J7eah ic J^e bedga lyt 
sincweor^unga 
syllan meahte^ 
}78et ]^tL iis gebrohte 
brants cedl^, 



sailing in ships, 

men powerful on the sea, 

upon the water-beater, 
515 solitary floaters over the wave ? 

whence hath the ocean-stream 

over the rolling of the waters 

brought you ? *' 

Him then answered 
520 Almighty God,— 

so that he might not know, 

he namely who awaited his word, 

what man it was 

of men conversing, 
525 whom he there upon the strand 

communed with : 

" We from Mermedonia 

our country are 

far travelled : 
530 us with the flood bare 

on the whale's path 

the high-stemmed boat, 

the swift sea-horse, 

twisted about with speed ; 
535 until we of this people 

the land sought 

afflicted with the sea, [about/* 

so hath the wind driven us 

Him then Andrew 
540 humbly addressed : 

^* I would beg thee — 

though I to thee few rings 

or treasure-offerings 

may give, 
545 that thou wouldst bring us 

with the foaming keel. 
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heA hornscipe 

ofer hwaeles ^iSel, 

on ]78ere mffigSe : 

fay's ]?6 meorS wiiS god, 550 

J?fBt )7A us on l^de 

\f6e weor«e. 

Eft him andswarode 

aeiSelinga helm 

of yiSlide, 555 

engla scippend : 

Ne magon J>aer gewunian 

wldftrende, 

nd ]78er el];e<5dige 

eardes br(ica'8 ; 560 

ah in J^aere ceastre 

cwealm )>rdwia^, 

}>^ J?e feorran yrSer 

feorh gelaedaiS ; 

and ]}ti wilnast ntl, 565 

ofer widne mere, 

"pddt ]7(i on J?a ffiegSe 

}>l!i^ feord spilde ! 

Him ^k Andreas 

Agef ondsware : 570 

Usic lust hwaete^ 

on pk leddmearce, 

micel m6des hyht, 

t<5 ]78erre maeran byrig, 

}?e6den ledfesta, 575 

gif J^ us J>lne wilt 

on merefaroSe 

miltse gecyiSan. 

Him oudswarode 

engla ]?e6den, 

neregend fira, 

VERC. 



580 



the high pinnacled ship 

over the whale's home, 

to that tribe : 

thou wilt have reward with God, 

for that thou tons on our journey 

gentle wouldst be." 

Again him answered 

the Lord of nobles 

from the ship, 

the creator of angels : 

*^ There may not dwell 

wide wandering men, 

nor there do strangers 

enjoy the land ; 

but in that city 

torment suffer, 

they who thither from afar 

lead their life ; 

and now thou desirest, 

over the wide sea, 

that thou in that hostility 

thy life shouldst lose ! " 

To him then Andrew 

gave answer : 

" Desire impels us 

to that country, 

the great hope of our mind, 

to that famous city, 

dearest Lord, 

if thou to us wilt 

on the sea-shore 

thy favor show." 

Him answered 

the king of angels, 

saviour of men. 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 



THE LEGEND OF ST. ANDREW. 



of nacaii Btefhe : 

We^e ^stllce 

mid us willa'S 

ferigan fre<511ce 585 

j ofer fisces bse'S^ 

efiie td ]fkm lande 

}78^r ]?e lust myne'S 

t6 ges^canne^ 

si'SiSan ge e<5wre 590 

gafulr&denne 

^gifen habbaiS, 

sceattas gescrifene, 

sw^ edw scipweardas 

ftras ofer yiSbord 595 

unnan willa^. 

Him ]^k dfstllce 

Andreas wiiS, 

wine J>earfende, 

wordum maelde : 600 

Naebbe ic fsetedgold 

n^ feohgestredn, 

welan n^ wiste, 

n^ wlra gespann, 

landes nd locenra bedga, 605 
/ ' }?8et ic ]7e msege lust 4hwettan, 

willan in worulde, 

swft J^ word^ becwist. 

Him ^k beoma breogo 

]}&T he on bolcan smt, 610 

ofer waro'Ba geweorp, 

wiiSJ^ingode : 

H(i gewearS J^e )78es, 

wine ledfesta^ 

J^aet 'pa sflebeorgas 615 

s^can woldes^ 



from the boat's stem : 

" We thee gladly 

will with us 

freely convey 

over the fishes' bath^ 

even to the land 

which desire urges thee 

to seek, 

after ye your 

payment 

have given, 

the appointed sum, 

according as the ship > warders 

the men over the sea-board 

will grant to you." 

Him then quickly 

Andrew, 

the needy man, 

addressed with words : 

" I have no solid gold 

nor store of silver, 

wealth nor abundance, 

nor the joints of wires, 

land, nor locked rings, 

that I may excite thy desire, 

thy will in the world, 

as thou with word sayest." 

Him then the king of men 

when he sat upon the beam, 

over the dashing of the waves, 

addressed again : 

" How doth this befall thee, 

dearest friend, 

that thou the sea-hills 

wouldst seek. 
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merestredma gemet^ 
m^'Smum bedseled^ 
ofer cald cleofu 
cedles nedsan ? 
Nafast ]7e td frdfre 
on faro'Sstra^te 
hldfes wiste, 
n^ hlutterne 
drync t6 d^igd'Se : 
is se drohta^ Strang 
]7^m 'pe lagol&de 
lange cunna^. . 
Dk him Andreas 
J>urh andsware, 
wis on gewitte, 
wordhord onleic : 
Ne gedafenaiS )7e 
nt )7e dryhten geaf 
welan and wiste 
and woruldsp^de, 
]7set pti andsware 
mid oferhygdum, 
s^ce s^cwide ; 
s^lre byiS geghw^m 
]78et he ed^m^dum 
ellorftlsne 
oncnftwe ctliSlice, 
swk J?8Bt Crist bebedd 
)7e6den J^rymfaest. 
We his l^egnas sind 
gecoren to ceuipum. 
He is cyning on riht 
wealdend and wyrhta 
wuldor)?rymmes ; 
^n tee god 



theboundary of the sea-streams, 

devoid of treasures, 

over the cold cliflfe 
620 a ship wouldst visit ? 

Thou hast not for thy comfort 

on the sea-street 

the subsistence of bread, 

nor bright 
6125 drink for thy support : 

severe is the way of life 

for him who a sea-journey 

long trieth." 

Then to him Andrew 
630 through his answer, 

wise in wit, 

unlocked the treasure of words : 

" It befitteth thee not 

sinceto theethe Lord hath given 
635 wealth and abundance 

and worldly prosperity, 

that thou an answer 

with arrogance, [ous words 5 

shouldst seek, with contumeli- 
640 better is it for everyone 

that he with modesty 

the ready to depart 

should openly acknowledge, 

as that Christ commanded 
646 the glorious king. 

We are his thanes 

chosen to battle. 

He is rightly king 

wielder and creator 
650 of glorious majesty : 

one eternal God 

c 2 
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eallra gesceafta^ 

Bw4 he ealle bef^h^ 

anes craefte, 

heofon and eorBan 656 

h&Igum mihtum, 

sigora s^ldst ; 

he )>aet sylfa cwaeiS, 

feeder folca gehwaes, 

and us f^ran h^t effUL, 

geond ginne grund 

g4sta strednan : 

Para's nA geond ealle 

eorSan sceatas 

emne sw^ wide 665 

swft waBter bebtlge'B, 

oiS'Be stedewangas 

strsete gelicga'S ; 

bodiaiS aefter burgum 

beorhtne geledfan 670 

ofer foldan fseiSm : 

ic e6w freoBo healde. 

Ne durfon ge on pk fdre 

fraetwe Is^dan^ 

gold n^ seolfor 5 676 

ic edw g6da gehwses^ 

on edwerne dgenne d6m, 

^st Miwette. 

Nii yt seolfa miht 

SI'S tLserne 680 

gehyrau, hygej^ancol : 

ic sceal hra'Se cunnan 

hwaet ]^ us t6 dugu'Sum 

geddn wille. 

Him T^k ondswarode 685 

(&ce dryhten : 



of all creatures, 

even as he comprehendeth all 

by his sole power, 

heaven and earth 

by his holy might, 

most excellent of Lords ; 

He himself said that, 

the father of every nation, 

and bid us depart 

beyond the abysmal deep 

to save souls : 

'^ Go now throughout all 

the quarters of the earth 

even as far 

as water encircleth, 

or the fixed plains 

lie on the way ; 

preach through the cities 

the bright faith ' [earth : 

throughout the bosom of the 

I will hold peace with you. 

Ye must not on that journey 

take treasure, 

gold or silver ; 

I to you of every good, 

in your own decision, -*' 

the love excite. '- 

Now thou thyself mayst 

our journey 

hear, reflecting : 

I shall soon know 

what favour thou us 

wilt do.'* 

Him then answered 

eternal God : 
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Gif ge sindon J^egnas 
)78Bs )7e J>ryin ^6f 
ofer middangeardy 
sw^ ge me secgat$, 690 

and ge gehedldon 
]7aet edw se hdlga bedd, 
]?0]iue ic e6w mid gefean 
ferian wille 

ofer brimstreimaS) 695 

sw^ ge b^nan sint. 
pk in cedl stigon 
coUenfyrhfie, 
* ellenrdfe ; 

eeghwilcum weariS 700 

on merefaro'Be 
m6d geblissod. 
DA ofer y8a geswing 
Andreas ongann 
merell'Sendum 705 

miltsa biddan 
wuldres aldor, 
and JtAs wordum cwae^ : 
Forgife )>e dryhten 
d6mweorBunga, 710 

willan on worulde, 
and in wuldre blaed, 
meotud nianncynnes, 
swk yn me hafast 
on ]7issum sl^faete 715 

sibbe gecySed ! 
Gesaet him ^k se h%a 
holmwearde nedh, 
fle^ele be se^elum : 
iEfre ic ne hyrde 720 

)>on cymllcor 



*^ If ye are the servants 

of him that uplifted his majesty 

over the whole worlds 

as ye say to me^ 

and ye have observed [you, 

that the holy one commanded 

then I you with joy 

will convey 

over the sea-streams, 

as ye petition," 

Then stept into the ship 

the bold of spirit, 

the famed for valour ; 

of each one was 

on the sea-beach 

the spirit blessed. \ 

Then over the swing of waves 

Andrew began 

for the sea-sailors 

mercy to beg 

the Lord of glory, 

and thus spake in words : 

" The Lord grant thee 

the honour of dignity, 

thy will in this world, 

and increase in glory, 

— the Creator of mankind,— 

as thou hast to me 

upon this journey 

friendship manifested ! '* 

Then sat himself the holy one 

near the sea-warder, 

noble by the noble : 

Never heard I 

that in a comelier 
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cedl gehl&denne 
heahgestrednum 
haeleS insaeton, 
]7e6dnas )>rymfulle, 
];egnas wlltige. 
Dd reordode 
rice }7e6den, 
^ce selmihtig h^ht 
his engel g^n, 
mfieme magu]7egn 
and mete syllan^ 
fr^fran feasceaftne 
ofer flddes wylm, 
}>aet hie J?^ edS mihton 
ofer y^a gej^ring 
drohta^ adredgan. 
Dk gedr^fed wearS, 
onhr^red hwaelmere, 
homfisc plegode, 
gldd geond gArsecg, 
and se gra^ga ms&w 
waelgifre wand : 
wedercandel swearc, 
windas we6xon, 
wa^gas griindon, 
stre^mas styredon, 
strengas gurron, 
waedo gewsette ; 
waeteregsa st6d 
l^re^ta j^ry^um. 
pegnas wurdon 
acoIm6de^ 
senig ne w6nde 
J78et he lifgende 
land begete. 



ship laden 

with lofty treasures 

men sat^ 
725 glorious kings^ 

beauteous thanes ! 

Then spake 

the powerful king, 

the eternal, almighty, bade 
730 his angel go, 

his glorious attendant 

and give food, 

comfort the wretched men 

over the flood's gush, 
735 that they the easier might 

over the clash of waves 

their way of life endure. 

Then was vexed, 

excited the whale-lake, 
740 the horn-fish plaid, 

glode through the ocean, 

and the gray mew [ter : 

circled round greedy of slaugh- 

the weather-candle darkened, 
745 the winds waxed, 

the waves ground together, 

the streams stirred, 

the ropes creaked, 

wet with the waters ; 
750 water-terror stood 

with the might of troops. 

The thanes were 

with terror chilled, 

none thought 
755 that he alive 

should reach land. 
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]7ira 'pe mid Andreas 
on edgorstredm 
cedl ges6hte : 
naes him Gil's ]?^ gyt 
hwft pkm sfleflotan 
sund wisode. 
Him ]7d 86 h41ga 
on holmwege 
ofer irgeblond 
Andreas 'pk git, 
}7egn )>e6dne hold, 
t'anc gessegde, 
rtcum rsBsboran, 
]fk he gereordod wees. 
De ]7issa swsBsenda 
s6'S£8est meotud, 
lifes ledhtfruma, 
leiin forgilde, 
weoruda waldend, 
and "pe wist gife 
heofonlicne hlHf, 
swA yd hyldo wi'8 me 
ofer firigenstream, 
freode gecy'Sdest ! 
Ntl sint ge)?re^de 
];egnas mine, 
ge6nge gttiSrincas; 
g&rsecg hlymme^, 
geofon gedtende : 
grund is onhr^red, 
dedpe gedr^fed ; 
dugu^ is geswenced, 
m6digra msBgen, 
miclum gebysgod. 
Him of holme oncwae^ 



of those who with Andrew 

on the ocean-stream 

sought the ship : 
760 as yet they knew not 

who the sea-floater*8 

swimming directed. 

To him then the holy man 

upon the ocean-way 
766 over the sea 

Andrew yet, 

the thane faithful to his Lord, 

said thanks, 

to the powerful chieftain, 
770 when he was satisfied with food. 

"To thee for this reflection 

may soothfast God, 

the giver of the light of life, 

grant reward, 
775 the Lord of hosts, 

and grant to thee the food 

of heavenly bread, 

even as thou grace to me 

over the mighty stream, 
780 and peace hast manifested I 

Now are rebuked 

my thanes, 

my young warriors ; 

the ocean roareth, 
785 the pouring sea : 

the abyss is excited, 

deeply vexed ; 

their strength is oppressed, 

the main of the valiaut* 
790 much troubled ! 

" Him over the sea addressed 
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hseleSa scippend : 

Lset nu geferian 

fl6tan ilserne 

lid td lande 795 

ofer lagufaesten^ 

and ]?oniie gebldan 

beornas J?lne, 

&ras ou earde 

hwaenne j:^ eft cyme. 800 

Edre him }>a eorlas 

^gefon ondsware, 

J^egnas J^rohthearde, 

]7afigan ne woldon 

J^aet hie forl^ton 805 

set lides stefnan 

ledfne l^reow 

and him land curon : 

Hwider hweorfalS we. 

hlAfordleise, 810 

gedmormdde, 

g6de orfeorme, 

synnum wunde, 

gif we swlca^ }?e ? 

We bio« IkSe sis 

on landa gehw^m^ 

folcum fraco^e, 

]7onne fira beam 

ellenr6fe 

aeht besitta'S, 820 

hwylc hira s^l^st 

simle gelffiste 

hlAforde set hilde, 

]>onne hand and rond 

on beaduwange, 825 

billum forgrunden 



the creator of men : 

*^ Let now go 

our ship 

our vessel to land 

over the sea-fortress, 

and then await 

thy men 

thy messengers on land 

when thoucomest back again/' 

Immediately to him the earls 

gave answer, 

the thanes exceeding bold, 

they would not consent 

that they should desert 

at the prow of the ship 

their dear teacher 

and choose land for themselves : 

** Whither can we go 

without our lord, 

mournful of mood, 

of good devoid, 

wounded with sins, 

if we should shrink from thee ? 

We shall be odious 

in every land, 

hateful to the people, 

when the sons of men 

famed for courage 

sit in council, 

which of them best 

ever performed 

towards his lord in battle, 

when hand and shield 

on the battle-plain, 

ground down with bills 
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aet ni'Splegan^ 
nearu )>r6wedon. 
pk reordade 
rice J^6den, 
wserfsest cyning 
word stunde khdt : 
Gif ^a )>egn sie 
];rymsittendes^ 
wuldorcyninges, 
BwA yt word^ beewist^ 
rece ^k gerynu, 
hti he reordberend 
Isrde under lyfte. 
LaDg is )^os si'Sfffit 
ofer fealuwne fl6d : 
fr^fra }>lne 
msecgas on m6de, 
micel is nil g^na 
\kd ofer lagustredm, 
land swi^e feor 
td ges^canne ; 
sand is geblonden^ 
grund wiiS gredte^ 
God e^'Se maeg 
hea'SoltSendum 
helpe gefremman. 
Ongan J?^ gleiwUce 
gingran sine, 
wuldorsp^dige weras, 
wordum trymman : 
Ge i^aet gehogodon, 
^k ge on holm stigon, 

J^flBt ge on f^ra folc 
feorh gela^ddon, 



in the hostile play, 

suffered straits." 

Then spake 
830 the powerful prince^ 

the truthful king 

his word at once upraised : 

" If thou be the servant 

of him that sitteth in majesty, 
835 the king of glory, 

as thou in words assertest, 

expound the mysteries, 

how he the bearers of speech 

taught under the sky. 
840 Long is this journey 

over the fallow flood : 

comfort thy 

young men in mood, 

great is now still 
845 ourvoyageoverthelake-Btream, 

very far is the land 

to seek; 

the sand is mixed together, 

the abyss with the strand. 
850 God may easily 

to them that sail the deep 

give help ! 

Then intelligently began he 

his disciples, 
865 men gloriously blest, 

with words confirm : 

" Ye meditated that, 

when ye embarked on the deep 
sea, 

that ye among a hostile people 
860 would lead your life. 
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and for dryhtnes lufan 
de&S J^rdwodon, 
on iElmyrcna 
6«elrtce, 
sawle gesealdon. 
Ic padt sylfa w&t, 
]fset us gescilde-S 
scippend engla^ 
weoruda dryhten. 
Waeteregesa sceal^ 
gej^yd and ge)?redtod 
)?urh J^ryScyning, 
lagu I&cende^ 
llSra wyrSan. 
Swa gesffilde id 
)?at we on sseb&te 
ofer waru^Sgewinn 
wada cunnedon^ 
faro'Srldende : 
fr^cne )7Ahton 
egle eUkdsL ; 
e.^gorstredmas 
be6ton bordste1$u ; 
brim eft oncwse'B, 
fS 6«erre : 
hwllum upp4st6d 
of brimes b6sme 
on bAtes f8e*8m 
egesa ofer ySlid. 
iElmihtig )>fier, 
meotud mancynnes^ 
on mere)'yssan 
beorht basnode. 
BeornaB wurdon 
forhte on mdde ; 



and for the love of God 

would suffer deaths 

in the JEhnyrcan 

realm^ 
865 your soul would offer up. 

I myself know that, ^* '^ . 

that us will shield 

the creator of angels, 

the Lord of Hosts ! 
870 The terror of the water shall, 

being rebuked and threatened 

through the Lord of power, 

the dancing wave, 

become more gentle. 
876 So of yore it befell 

that we on the seaboat 

over the strife of the waves 

tried the fords, 

riding over the waters : 
880 terrible appeared 

the fearful seaways ; 

the ocean -streams 

beat the boundary-shores ; 

the sea made answer again, 
885 one wave to the other : 

by whiles uprose 

from the bosom of the sea 

on the lap of the boat 

terror over our waveship. 
880 The Almighty there, 

the creator of mankind, 

upon the sea- beater 

bright awaited. 

The men were 
896 fearful of mood ; 
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fri*Ses wilnedon^ 
miltsa id mfi^rum. 
pk se6 menigo ongan 
clypian on ce61e : 
cyning s6na ^r^s, 
engia eadgifa : 
y^um stilde, 
wfleteres waelmum ; 
windas {re^de ; 
see sessade^ 
smylte wurdon 
raerestredma gemeotu. 
pk tire m6d kildh, 
si'S'San we ges^gon 
under swegles gang 
windas and wsegas 
and wseterbrdgan 
forhte gewordne 
for fredn egesan. 
ForJ?an ic edw sd'Se 
secgan wille, 
padt neefre forl&teS 
lifgende god 
eorl on eorSan^ 
gif his ellen dedh. 
Swk hlediSrode 
h^ig cempa^ 
}'edwum ge)?ancul 
J'egnas Iserde, 
e£dig oreta 
eorlas trymede : 
o'S^set hie semniuga 
slsep oferedde, 
m^lSe be nieeste. 
Mere sweo^erade. 



peace they desired, 

mercy from the mighty one. 

Then the multitude b^an 

to call in the ship : 
900 soon arose the king, 

glory-giver of angels : 

he stilled the \ieave8, 

the boiling of the waters ; 

he rebuked the winds ; 
906 the sea subsided, 

smooth became 

the clashing of the sea-streams. 

Then laughed our mood, 

after we saw [ment 

910 beneath the path of the firma^ 

the winds and waves 

and the terror of the water 

become terrified themselves 

for fear of the Lord. 
916 Therefore I in sooth to you 

will say, 

that never will desert 

the living God 

a man on earth, 
990 if his courage avail." 

Thus spake 

the holy champion, 

wisely thoughtful 

he admonished his thanes, 
936 the blessed warrior 

confirmed the men : 

until them all at once 

sleep invaded, 

weary beside the mast. 
930 The sea calmed itself. 
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y^a ongin 

eft oncyrde, 

bredh holmj^racu. 

p& pkm b&lgan wearS^ 

<efter gryrehwlle, 

g&st geblissod.^ 

Ongan ^k reordigan 

rs^dum snottor^ 

wis on gewitte 

wordlocan onspednn : 
' Nsefre ic seelidan 
, selran m^tte^ 

m^craeftigran 

psBS pe me J^ynceS, 

rorend rdfran^ 

rAdsnotterran, 

wordes wisran : 

ic wille J^e, 

eorl unforcA"S, 

anre nt g^na 

b^ne biddan; 

}?edh ic ^e bedga lyt^ 

sincweorSunga^ 

syllan mihte^ 

fsBtedsinces^ 

wolde ic fredndscipe, 

)?e<5deu J^rymfsest^ 

J?lnne, gif ic mihte, 

begitan g6dne. 

Daes )?(l gife hledtest, 

Mligne hyht 

on heofon|?rymme, 

gif ^ti lidw^rigiim 

larna |?inra 

6st wyrSest. 



the struggle of the waves 

turned back again^ 

the fierce ocean-power. 

Then was for the holy one, 
936 after a period of terror, 

his spirit blest. 

Then began to speak 

the prudent of council, 

wise of wit 
940 he unlocked the locks of words : 

** Never I a sailor 

better met with, 

more powerful 

as me thinks, 
945 a more famous rower, 

one more prudent of council, 
. one wiser of word : 

I will of thee, 

man well reputed, 
950 one more 

boon require ; 
though I to thee few rings, 
few compliments of treasure, 
may give, 
956 of solid treasure, 

1 would thy friendship, 
powerful chief, 

if I might, 

thy good friendship obtain. 
960 Thus mayst thou have grace to 

holy hope [thy lot, 

in heaven's glory, 

if thou to us sea-weary, 

of thy instruction 
965 be gracious ! 
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Wolde ic Anes t6 pe, 
cyner6f hselcS, 
crseftes nedsan ; 
J^set l^d me getsehte, 
nCl )7e tir cyning 
and miht forgef, 
manna scippend, 
hii yd waBgflotan 
waere best^mdan, 
ssehengeste 
sund wisige. 
Ic waBS on glfe^e 
id and nti, 
sixtyue si'Sum 
on ssebftte 
merehrerendum , 
mundum fredrig, 
edgorstre^mas : 
is ]7ys kne mk : 
swA ic aefre ne geseah 
senigne mann^ 
jTrySbearn haele'S^ 
pe geltcne, 
stedran ofer staefnan. 
Stredmwelm hwlle^, 
be^ta'S brim stse'So, ' 
is J^eds hkt fulscryd^ 
fare% f&migheals^ 
fugole gellc6st 
glide's on geofene. 
Ic georne w4t 
}?8et ic sefre ne geseah 
jofer fSldfe, 
on ss^ Isedan 
syllicran crseft. 



I would of one from thee, 
famous noble hero^ 
craft enquire ; 
that thou teach me^ 
970 since now to thee the King glory 
and power hath given, 
the Creator of men, 
how thou to the wave-floater 
stained with the salt-sea, 
975 to the sea-stallion 

its swimming directest. 
I was by hap, 
now and then, 
sixteen times 
980 on a seaboat 

stirring the wave, 
r\ the ocean-streams, 
^ freezing as to my hands : 
this is once more : 
986 yet never beheld I 
any man, 
powerful hero, 
like unto thee, 
steer over prow. 
990 The stream- bubbling delayeth, 
the sea beateth the shores, 
this boat is full clothed, 
foamy- necked it fareth, 
likest unto a bird 
995 it glideth over ocean ! 
Well I know 
that I never beheld 
over the leavings of the waves, 
upon the sea to lead 
1000 a more wondrous craft. 
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Is )h>ii gellcdst 

SW& he on landsceape 

stiUe stande^ 

pS^r bine storm ne mseg 

wind ^wecgan, loos 

ne w<eterfl6das 

brecan brondstaefne ; 

hwse'Sere on brim snetfweS 

snel under segle. 

St eart seolfa gedng, loio 

wlgendra hle^S, 

nalas wintrum fr6d : 

hafast pe on fyrhSe 

faro^l&cendes 

eorles ondsware : lois 

^ghwylces canst 

worda for Worulde. 

wlsllc andglt. 

Him ondHwarode 

^ce dryhten : 1020 

Oft I^ffit gesffile*, 

pset we on s^el^de, 

scipum under scealcum^ 

}>onne scedr cymeS, 

breca'S ofer baeiSweg 1025 

brimhengestum. 

Hwllum Us on y^um 

earfoBllce 

geseele'S, on ssewe, 

^4h we 8l% neseu^ i»3o 

fr^cne gef^ran ; 

fl6dwylm ne meg 

manna ^nigne, 

ofer meotudes est, 

lungre gelettan : i03s 



Most like then it is 

as if it on a landskip 

stilly stood, 

where him tbe storm may not 

or the wind move, 

nor the waterfloods 

break him the foamy- pro wed 3 

but over the sea he hasteneth 

swift under sail ! 

Thou art thyself young, 

O refuge of warriors, 

not old in years : 

thou hast in spirit for thyself 

a sea-playing 

man's answer : 

in every matter thou art knowing 

of words for worldly converse, 

thou hast an intelligent under- 

Him answered [standing." 

the eternal Lord : 

"That often befalleth, 

that we on a seajourney, 

in ships among our men, 

when the storm cometh, 

break over the bathway 

with our ocean- stallions. 

By whiles to us upon the waves 

miserably 

it befalleth, on the sea, 

though we live through our 

bold comrades ; [journey, 

the fury of the flood may not 

any one of men, 

against the Lord's will, 

at once let : 
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dh him lifes geweald 
se pe brimu binclelS^ 
br(ine fSa 
pf^ and ]?redta1$. 
He I'eddum sceal 
rs^dan mid rihte, 
se J>e rodor Ahdf, 
and gefffistnode 
folmum slnum ; 
worhte and wr6i5ede, 
wuldres fylde 
beorhtne boldwelan. 
Swk gebledsod wear8 
engla 6^el 
t'urh his ^nes miht. 
ForJ/an is gesyne, 
s6"S orgete, 
ciifi. oncn&wen, 
J^aet )?<1 cyninges eart 
J'egen gef'imgen, 
J'rymsittendes. 
For|?an |?e s6na 
ssebokn oncnedw, 
^rsecges begang, 
]?set ^a gife hsefdes 
h^iges gftstes. 
Haern eft ouwand^ 
kv yiSa geblond; 
egesa gestilde 
i?(^idf8e$me wAg ; 
waedu swse'Sorodon 
seo'S'San hie ong^ton 
l^aet )>e god hsefde 
waere bewunden, 
se pe wuldres blsed 



He hath power over life 

who bindeth the seas, 

the brown waves 

restraineth and threateneth. 
104U He the nations shall 

justly rule, 

who uplifted the firmament, 

and set it fast 

with his own hands ; 
1046 wrought it and established it, 

with glory filled 

the bright dwelling of wealth. 

So blessed was 

the dwelling of the angels 
1050 through his might alone. 

Therefore is it seen, 

truly intelligible, 

certainly acknowledged, 

that thou art the king's 
1055 dignified servant, 

that sitteth in glory. 

Therefore thee straightway 

the deep sea recognised, 

the circuit of ocean, 
1060 that thou hadst grace 

of the Holy Ghost. 

The tide turned back, 

the blending of the waves ; 

terror stilled 
1065 the wide- bosomed wave ; 

the fords subsided 

when they perceived 

that thee God had 

with his covenant invested, 
1070 he who the increase of glory 
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gesta'Solade 
strangum mihtum. 
pk hle<5"Srade 
h&lgan stefne 
cempa collenferh'8, 
cyniug wyrSude 
wuldres wealdend, 
and \iis wordum cwse% ; 
Wes yt gebledsod^ 
brego maucynnes^ 
dryhten bselend. 
A )7in d6m lifa^^ 
ge n^h ge feor 
is )^tn nama h^lig, 
wuldre gewlltegad 
ofer werj?e6da, 
miltsum gem&rsod. 
Nsenig manna is 
under heofonhwealfe, 
hsele'Sa cynnes^ 
J^sette ^reccan mseg, 
o'S'Se rim wlte, 
hA J7rymllce 
J^edda baldor^ 
gfista gedcend, 
l^ine gife d&lest. 
Hiiru is gesyne, 
sAwla nergend, 
l?aBt J^ii l^issum hysse 
hold gewurde, 
and bine gedngne 
geof um wyrSodest ; 
wis on gewitte 
and wordcwidum. 
Ic aet efenealdum 



establisbed 

by his strong might ! " 

Then spake 

with holy voice 
1075 the bold- hearted warrior, 

he praised the King 

the Lord of Glory, 

and thus spake with words : 

" Be thou blessed, 
1080 prince of human kind. 

Lord the Saviour I 

For ever liveth thine honour, 

near and far 

is thy name holy, 
1086 beautified with glory 

throughout the tribes of men, 

magnified with mercies ! 

There is none of men 

under the vault of heaven, 
1090 none of the race of men, 

that may relate, 

or know the number, 

how gloriously thou 

king of men, 
1095 saviour of spirits, 

dost thy grace distribute. 

It at least is seen, 

saviour of souls, 

that thou to this man 
1100 hast been gracious, 

and him young as he is 

with gifts hast dignified ; 

wise is he in wit 

and sayings of words. 
1105 I from one of his age 
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sefre ne m^tte 

on mddsefan 

m^ran snj^tro. 

Him pk of cedle oncwse^ 

cyninga wuldor, nio 

frsBgn fromllce 

fruman and ende : 

Saga l^ances gleaw^ 

fcgn, gif J^ cunne^ 

hia |?aet gewurde^ 1115 

be werum twednum, 

)^8et \f2L ^le^san, 

inwidj^ancum, 

lud^a cynn 

wi'S godes beame 1190 

^df hearmcwide. 

HseleS unsselige 

n6 p^r gelyfdon 

in hira liffruman^ 

grome gealgmdde, 1125 

'pset he g<5d wsere : 

]^edb pc he wundra fela 

weorodum gecy^$i$e, 

sweotulra and gesynra: 

synnige ne mihton 1130 

oncn^wan j^set cynebearn 

se ]fe 4cenned wearS 

16 hle<5 and t6 hrdSre 

hsele'Sa cynne, 

eallum eorSwarum ; 1135 

selSelinge we6x 

word and wlsddm : 

ah he )?Ara wundra ft, 

d6m ftgende, 

d^ ^igne imo 

VBRC. 



never met 

in mind 

with greater prudence ! " 

Him then from the ship an- 

the glory of kings, [swered 

prudently he asked 

the beginning and the end : 

" Say, wise of thought, 

man, if thou know, 

how that came to pass, 

between two men, 

that the impious men, 

with hostile intentions, 

the race of Jews 

against God's son 

set up an accusation. 

The hapless men 

believed not there 

in their Prince of Life, 

fierce and gallows-minded, 

that he was God : 

although he many miracles 

to their tribes exhibited, 

evident and visible : 

they sinful might not 

acknowledge the royal child 

that was bom 

for a refuge and comfort 

to the race of men, 

for all earth's dwellers ; 

in the prince grew 

word and wisdom : 

but he of miracles ever, 

the lord of power, 

some portion 

D 
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fraetre )?e<5de 
beforan cyi5de. 
Him ^k Andreas 
ftgef andsware : 



before tbe proud people 

manifested." 

To him then Andrew 

returned answer : 



Ht. mihte j^eet gewyrSan ii46 ^^ How might that happen 



in wer|?e6de, 

J^aet ^ti ne gehyrde 

blendes miht, 

gumena ledfdst, 

hd he his gif cyi5de iiso 

geond woruld wide, 

wealdendes bearn ? 

sealde he dumbum gesprec ; 

dedfe gehyrdon ; 

healtum and hredfum ii56 

hyge blissode, 

}>a }>e limsedce 

lange w^ron^ 

w^rige, wanh^e, 

witum gebundene ; iieo 

sefter burhstedum 

blinde ges^gon ; 

swk he on grundwsege 

gumena cynnes 

manige missenlice ii65 

men of ded'Se 

word6 Awehte 5 

swylce he eac wundra feala 

cyner6f cy*5de, 

}?urh his erseftes miht. 1170 

He gehfilgode 

for heremsegene 

win of waetere, 

and wendan h^t, 

beornum id blisse^ im 



in the world, 

that thou hast not heard of 

the Saviour's power, 

O dearest of men, 

how he showed his grace 

throughout the wide world, 

he the son of the ruler ? 

He gave speech to the dumb ; 

the deaf heard ; 

to the halt and the leper 

their spirit was filled with joy, 

who sick of limb 

long had been, 

weary, wretched, 

bound with sins ; 

through the cities 

the blind saw ; 

so he on the solid plain 

of mankind 

many in various ways, 

men from death 

woke with his word ; 

sp he also many miracles 

royally glorious showed, 

through the might of his power. 

He hallowed 

before the multitude 

wine from water, 

and bade it change, 

for the joy of men. 
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on )?a beteran gecynd. 

Swylce he ^6dde 

of fixum twkm 

and of fif hl^fum^ 

fira cynnes iiso 

ftf )?ilsendo : 

fe'San sseton 

re<5migm6de 

reste gef^gon 

w^rige sefter we'Se : ii85 

wiste ]?^gon 

menn on moldan^ 

SW& him gem^ddst wses. 

Nii ]?A miht gehyran, 

hyse ledfesta, 1190 

hii us wuldres weard, 

wordum and d»duni, 

lufode in life^ 

and ]7urh l&re spe<5n 

t6 pkm fsegeran gefedn, 119ft 

|?aer fred mdton, 

eddige mid englum^ 

eard weardigan^ 

J7a j?e sefter de&Se 

dryhten s^calS. 1200 

Dk gen weges weard 

word hord onledc, 

beorn ofer bolcan 

beald reordade : 

Miht pti me gesecgan^ iva 

|?aBt ic s6"S wlte, 

hwaeSer wealdend }?lii 

wundor on eorSan 

pk he gefremede^ 

nalas fedm si^um 1210 



into the better nature. 

Also he fed 

from two fishes 

and from five loaves, 

of the race of men 

five thousand : 

the troops sat down 

weary of mood, 

in rest they rejoiced 

weary after wandering : 

the feast they received 

the men upon the earth, ^ 

as was most commodious for 

Now thou mayst hear, [them. 

dearest man, 

how us the Lord of glory, 

vnth words and deeds, 

loved during life, 

and by his teaching drew us 

to the fair joy, 

where free they might, 

blessed among the angels, 

rule the earth, 

those namely who after death 

seek the Lord ! *' 

Again the ruler of the wave 

unlocked the treasure of speech, 

the man over the balks 

spake boldly : 

" Thou mightest say, 

that I may truly know, 

whether thy lord 

miracles on earth 

when he performed, 

no few times 

n 2 
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folcum id frdfre, 
beforan cy^de 
|7ser biscopas 
and b6ceras 
and ealdormen 
seht besseton^ 
mse'Selhegende. 
Me J>8et JjynccS 
)^aet hie for sefstum 
inwit syredon, 
J^urh dedpne gedwolan, 
dedfles Iftrum, 
haBle'8 hinfflse 
hyrdon id georne 
wra'Sum waerlogan ; 
hie sed wyrd beswAc, 
ferleolc and forlserde. 
Nd hie lungre sceolon, 
w^rige mid w^rigum, 
wrace |?r6wian, 
biteme bryne 
on banan fse'Sme. 
Him pk Andreas 
kget andsware : 
Sage ic pe t6 s6i$e 
J^aet he swtSe oft 
beforan fremede 
folces raeswum 
wundor aefter wundre, 
on wera gesiehiSe : 
swylce deogolUce 
Dryhten gumena 
folcrsed fremede, 
swft he t6 fri^Se hogode. 
Him andswarode 



for the benefit of the people, 
revealed them openly 

where bishops 

and scribes 
iai5 and princes 

sat in council, 

interchanging speech. 

It seemeth to me 

that they through jealousy 
1220 conspired mischief, 

through deep error, 

by the devil's lore, 

the men death-devoted 

too readily listened to 
1226 the furious warlock ; 

them fate deceived, 

seduced and taught ill. 

Now shall they immediately, 

weary among the weary, 
1230 suffer vengeance, 

bitter burning 

in the embrace of foes.** 

To him then Andrew 

returned answer : 
1236 " I say to thee in sooth 

that he very often 

performed before 

the princes of the people 

miracle after miracle, 
1240 in the sight of men : 

also privately 

the Lord of men 

did public benefits, 

as he for their good devised.** 
1946 Him answered 
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se'Selinga helm : 

Miht J^, wis haele«, 

wordum gesecgan, 

maga m6de rdf, 

rasBgen pk he cy^de, laso 

de6rm6d on digle, 

^k mid dryhten oft^ 

rodera rsedend, 

rClne besseton ? 

Him pk Andreas i366 

andsware 4gef : 

Hwaet friuest pin me 

fred ledfesta^ 

wordum wTffitlicum? ; 

and ]^ wyrda gehw&re 1260 

)?urh snyttni craeft 

86*8 oncn&west ? 

D^ git him wseges weard 

wi'8J>ingode : 

Ne frine ic pe for taele, ia65 

ne J^urh tedncwide, 

on hr^nr^de : 

ac mln hyg£ blissaS, 

wynnum wrida^, 

]?urh pine wordlsede 1270 

ae^elum 6cne. 

Ne eom ic 4na pset, 

ac manna gehw^Un 

m6d bi'S on hyhte> 

fyrh* flfr^fred, 1276 

pkm j?e feor o"S^Se neah 

on m6de geman^ 

hii se maga fremede^ 

god-beam on grmidum : 

gftstas hwurfon^ i28o 



the defence of nobles : 
'^ Might thou^ O wise man^ 
say in words, 

O young man, famous of mood, 
how he revealed his power, 
the beloved one in secret, 
when often with the Lord, 
the ruler of the firmament 
ye sat in council?" 
To him then Andrew 
returned answer : 
'^ What askest thou of me, 
best beloved lord, 
with cunning words ? 
and thou every hap 
through power of wisdom 
thyself truly knowest ! " 
Again with him the guardian of 
conversed : [the wave 

" I ask thee not for blame, 
nor for abuse, 
^oi) the whale's path : 
but my mind rejoiceth, 
buddeth with joys, 
through thy discourse 
with virtues great. 
Nor am I that only, 
but for every man 
the mind is in expectation, 
the spirit comforted, 
who either far or near 
remembereth in mood, 
how the young man acted, 
the divine child on earth : 
souls departed, 
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sohton si'Sfrome 

swegles dredmas^ 

engia ^"Sel^ 

l^urh )>a aeiSelan miht. 

Edre him Andreas 1286 

kgef andsware : 

Nii ic on )?e sylfum 

s6% oncn&we 

wlsd6mes gewit 

wundorcrafte, 1290 

sigesp^d geseald : 

snyttnim bldwcS 

beorhtre blisse 

bredst innanweard. 

Nii ic ye sylfum 1395 

secgan willc 

dr and ende^ 

sw^ ic }?ffis se'Selinges 

word and wlsd6m 

on wera gem6te^ laoo 

)^urh his sylfes mtL% 

symle gehyrde. 

Oft gesamnodon 

side herigeas 

folc unms^te, 1305 

td fredn ddme ; 

pisr hie hyrcnodon 

hMiges l^re ; 

)^onne eft gewAt 

se'Selinga helm, 1310 

beorht blsedgifa, 

in bold d«er, 

\f8BT him tdgenes 

God herigende, 

t6 'pkm meSelstede isis 



they sought rejoicing in their 

the joys of heaven, [journey 

the home of angels, 

through his noble might ! *' 

At once Andrew 

returned him answer : 

** Now I in thee thyself 

truly acknowledge 

wit of wisdom 

in wondrous power, 

success in glory given : 

wisely bloweth 

in bright bliss 

the breast within. 

Now to thyself I 

will say 

the beginning and the end, 

as I the noble's 

word and wisdom 

in the concourse of men, 

through his own mouth, 

ever heard. 

Often collected 

the wide troops 

uncounted crowds, 

to the lord's doom ; 

there they hearkened to 

the lore of the holy one ; 

then again departed 

the defence of men, 

the bright giver of glory, 

into another building, 

where to meet him 

praising God, 

unto the place of converse 
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manige e6mon 
snottere sele-r^end : 
symble gef^on 
beornas bltSheorte 
burhweardes cyme. 
8wk gesfiilde iti^ 
'ptBt se siged^ma^ 
f^rde fred mihtig : 
naes psr folces mE 
on stSfsBte 
slnra ledda 
nemne elle£Ehe 
orettmeecgas, 
geteled ttreddige ; 
he waes twelfta sylf. 
Dk we bec6mon 
to ]?&m cynest6Ie^ 
]7ser getiinbred wses 
tempel dryhtnes, 
he£h and hornge^p, 
hffile'Suin gefr^ge, 
wuldre gewlitegod, 
huscworde ongan 
)^urh inwitj^anc 
edldorsacerd 
herme hyspan, 
hordlocan onspedn, 
wr6ht webbade : 
he on gewitte oncnedw 
|7flet we s68fae8te8 
swa'Se fqlgodon^ 
Isbston ikrcwide : 
he lungre Wi6f, 
wo^Se wiiSerhydig, 
wein onblonden : 



many came 

prudent, wise in council : 

ever rejoiced 

the blithe-hearted men 
1320 in the coming of the prince. 

So it once befell 

that the ruler of victory, 

the mighty lord went : 

there was no greater company 
1335 on that journey 

of his own people 

than eleven 

champions, 

numbered glorious ; 
laao he was himself the twelfth. 

When we came 

to the royal throne, 

where was built 

the temple of the lord, 
13S5 loftyand arched with pinnacles, 

famous among men, 

beautified with glory, 

with words of insult began 

through malicious purpose 
1340 the high priest 

mischievously to revile him, 

he opened the treasure-locks, 

malice he wove : 

he in spirit knew 
1346 that we the true one's 

track followed, 

obeyed his doctrine : 

he raised at once, 

in language hostile, 
1350 evil unmixed : 
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Hwst ge sindou earme 

ofer ealle memi, 

wadaS wldUstas, 

weom gettnX 

earfoSsHSa: uss 

eltj^eddiges n^ 

bfttan leddrihte 

Umm hff^X ; 

eidiges orhlytte 

sfSeling cfSalS ; uflo 

secgalS 86*81106 

J^ffit mid suna meotudes 

drohtigen d^ghwamlice : 

)raBt is dugufSam di% 

hwanou y&m ordframan lacss 

eelSelu onw6con. 

He wses ^Med 

OD Jnsse folcsceare, 

cildge<5ng icenned 

mid his cnedmagum : 1370 

]7iis sindoa h&ten 

Mmsittende, 

fseder and mddur, 

]78e8 we gefrs^en babba'S 

)^urb m6dgemynd, is75 

Maria and Joseph ; 

sindon him aeiSelum 

6'8ere twegen 

beornas geborene 

brdSorsibbum^ laao 

suna Josepbes, 

Simon and Jacob. 

Swft hled^rodon 

hsele'Sa rseswan^ 

dugoiS ddrngeome^^ lass 



' Lo ye are wretched 
aboye all men, 
je tread wide ways, 
many ye travel 
of laborious journeys i 
a stranger's now — 
against the law of the land- 
doctrine ye obey : 
deprived of blessing 
ye annomice a prince ; 
ye say for truth 
that with the son of God 
ye converse daily : 
it is well known to men 
whence your prince's 
nobility arose. 
He was brought up 
in this district, 
child-young bom 
with his near relatives : 
thus are called 
the home-dwellers, 
his father and mother, 
as we have learned 
by remembrance of mood, 
Mary and Joseph ; 
to him in his family 
are other twain 
men bom 
in brotherly love, 
the sons of Joseph, 
Simon and James.' 
Thus spake 

the leaders of the people, 
the ambitious rulers. 
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1390 



dyman ]?ohton 

xneotudes mihte : 

mftn eft gehwearf, 

yfel endele^s, 

ySdT hit ser krks. 

pk se J^edden gew&t 

)?egna hearra, 

fram 'pkm me^elstede, 

mihtum geswl^ed, 

dugeiSa dryhten, 1396 

s^can digol land : 

he )iurh wiindra feala 

on 'pkm w^stenne 

crsefta gecySde, 

}?sethewfie8cyningonriht 1400 

ofer middangeard, 

msegene geswl^ed^ 

waldend and wyrhta 

wuldorjirymmes, 

kn ^ce god 1405 

eallra gesceafta : 

swylce he 6i$erra 

unrim cy^de 

wundorworca 

on wera gesyhiSe. uio 

Si9San eft gewllt 

6«r6 stS^, 

getrume micl^, 

)?fiet he in temple gest6d, 

wuldres aldor : uis 

wordblediSor &st^ 

geond hedhreced^ 

hUiges Ikve ; 

synnige ne swulgon^ 

}^edh he 86*6ra ^wk feala uaa 



they thought to hide 

the might of God : 

their sin retarned, 

endless evil, 

thither, where it first arose. 

Then the king departed 

the lord of men, 

from the place of converse, 

with power made strong, 

the lord of princes, 

to seek a secret land : 

he through many miracles 

in the desert 

through his power revealed, 

that he was justly king 

over the world, 

with might strengthened, 

the ruler and creator 

of glorious majesty, 

one eternal God 

of all creatures : 

also he other 

wondrous works 

innumerable revealed 

in the sight of men. 

Afterwards he returned 

a second time, 

with a great crowd, 

until he stood in the temple, 

the prince of glory : 

the sound of words arose 

through the high house, 

of the holy one's lore ; 

the sinful 

though he so many true 
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tftcna gecy{$de^ 

JiAr hie t6»^on. 

Swylce he wraetlice 

Moiiidor&grfiefene 

anltcnesse uas 

engla Hlnra 

geseh; sigora fre^ 

on aelea wage^ 

on t'^^ healfe 

torhtte gefrsetwed, 1430 

wlitige geworhte. 

he wordd cwse'S : 

Sis is anllcnes 

engelcynna 

)i8es bremestan liss 

mid l^km burgwarum 

in J?Are ceastre is ; 

Cheruphim and Seraphim 

]7a on swegeldredmum 

sindon nemned ; 1440 

fore onsyne 

^can dryhtnes 

8tanda% sttSferh^e^ 

stefnum heriga%, 

h^lgum hled^rum^ 1445 

heofoncyninges J^rym, 

meotudes mmidbyrd. 

Her ^mearcod is 

hftllgra htw, 

]>urh handmaBgen i460 

Awriten on wealle 

wuldres J?egnas. 

Dk gen word6 cwae'S 

weoruda dryhten, 

heofonhlllig gftst^ i465 



tokens exhibited, 

while they looked on. 

Also he a cunningly 

wondrously carved 

image 

of his angels, 

beheld, the lord of victories, 

on the wall of the room, 

on both sides 

brightly adorned, 

beauteously wrought. 

He spake with words : 

* This is the image 

of the races of angels 

of the most celebrated 

amongst the inhabitants, 

in the town that is ; 

Cherubim and Seraphim 

they in the joys of heaven 

are named ; 

before the face 

of the eternal lord 

the stout-hearted stand, 

with their voices they praise, 

with their holy songs, 

the glory of heaven's king, 

the protection of God. 

Here is depicted 

the form of the holy ones, 

through might of hand 

upon the wall are carved 

the ministers of glory.* 

Again spake with words 

the Lord of hosts, 

the heaven holy-spirit. 
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fore pam heremaegene : 

NA ic bebedde 

beacen setywan, 

wundor geweor8an, 

on wera gemange : i4eo 

pset pe6s oiilicnes 

eorSan s^ce, 

wlitig of wage^ 

and word sprece, 

secge sd^cwidum ; i465 

py sceolon gelyfan 

eorlas on cjrSSe 

hwset mill seiSelo sien. 

Ne dorste y& forhylman, 

ha^lendes bebod, 1470 

wundor fore weorodum^ 

ac of wealle fthledp 
fr6d fyrngeweorc 
yast he on foldan st6d, 
stto fram st&ne ; 1475 

stefn sefter cwom 
hltld ]>Qrh heardne, 
hlediSor dynede ; 
wordum wemde : 

WTflBtllc }^hte 1480 

sttShycgendum 
st&nes ongin. 
vj Sewte saverdas 
sweotolum t&cnum ; 
wltig Werede, i486 

and word^ cwse'S : 
6e sind unleede, 
earma ge)K)hta, 
searowum beswicene^ 



before the multitude : 
' Now I command 
a sign to be shown^ 
a miracle to be done, 
in the mid»t of men : 
that this image 
shall seek the earth, 
beauteous from the wall, 
and speak words, 
say in phrases of truth ; 
thereby shall believe 
men in this country 
what my nobility is.' 
Then dared it not conceal 
the Saviour's command, 
the miracle before the multi- 
tudes, 
but from the wall leapt down 
the venerable antique work 
so that it stood upon the ground, 
stone from the stone ; 
after came a voice 
loud through the hard one, 
the noise resounded 3 \ 

with words it blamed them : 
wondrous seemed 
unto the proud of heart 
the undertaking of the stone. 
It taught the priests 
with manifest signs ; 
wittily it rebuked them, 
and said with words : 
'^ Ye are rude, 
of poor thoughts, 
with snares deceived. 
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cyS'Se 8^1 nylon, 1490 

mdde gemyrde. 

Ge monetiga'S 

godes ^ce bearn, and }K)ne 

^e grund and sund, 

heofon and eorSan 1495 

and hre<5 wi^gas, 

aalte sseBtredmas 

and Bwegl uppe, 

ftmearcode 

mundum sinum. isoo 

Dis is se ilea 

ealwalda god, 

)?one on fymdagum 

fsederas di^on : 

he Abrahame i505 

and Isace 

and Jaeobe 

gife bryttode, 

welum weorSode, 

wordum ssegde, 1510 

&rest Habrahame 

se'Seles ge]nngu, 

J?8et of his e)mne 

eenned seeolde 

weorSan wuldres god : isis 

is sed wyrd mid edw 

open orgete ; 

magan edgum nH 

gesedn sigores god, 

swegles ^end. 1520 

iE&r ]7issum wordum 

weorud hlosnode 

geond ]7set side sel, 

swlgodon ealle. 



or ye know no better, 

marred in mind ! 

ye rebuke 

Grod's eternal child, and him 

who land and sea, 

heaven and earth, 

and the rough waves, 

the salt sea streams, 

and firmament aloft, 

marked out 

with his own hands. 

This is the same 

all-ruling God, 

whom in days of old 

your fathers knew : 

he to Abraham 

and Isaac 

and Jacob 

gave grace, 

with wealth he dignified them, 

with words he said to them, 

first unto Abraham 

the compact of his race, 

that of his kin 

born should 

be the God of glory : 

this wierd is among you 

openly intelligible ; 

now may you with your eyes 

see the God of victory, 

the lord of the firmament/ 

After these words 

the multitude were astonished 

through the wide hall, 

they all were silent. 
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1525 



1630 



ph ^k yldestan 

eft ongunnon 

secgan synfulle^ 

s6^ ne oncnedwon, 

}?set hit drycrseftum 

ged6n ws^re, 

scingeldcum^ 

)?set se scyna st&n 

ma^lde for mannum. 

M&ii wrldode 

geond beorna bredst, 1535 

brandhllta ntS 

wedll on gewitte, 

weorm bl&dum t&g 

kttoT alfeele. 

paer orcn^we (wearS) 1540 

}>urh tedncwide 

twedgende mdd, 

msecga misgehyd 

morBre bewunden. 

pk se ]7e6den bebedd 1545 

J>ry8weorc faran 

st&n (on) str^te, 

of stedewange^ 

and forSg^^ 

foldweg tredan 1550 

gr^ne grundas, 

godes £erenda . 

l&rum Iffidan 

on ]>& leodmearce 

t6 Channaneum, 1555 

cyninges worde; 

beddan Habrahame 

mid his eaforum tws^m, 

of eorSscrsefe 



Then the eldest 

again began 

sinful to say^ [not) 

(the truth they acknowledged 

that it by magic arts 

was done, 

by glamour, 

that the bright stone 

spake before men. 

Wickedness blossomed 

in the men's breast, 

brand hot malice 

boiled in their mind, 

grew hot the variecoloured 

poison, all yellow. 

There was evident 

through their injurious word 

the faithless mood, 

the ill thought of the men 

with murder wound about. 

Then the king commanded 

the strong work to go 

the stone on the street, 

from the solid plain, 

and go forward, 

tread the earthway 

the green plains, 

God's errand 

in doctrines to lead 

into the district 

of Canaan, 

by the king's word ; 

to command Abraham 

with his two descendants, 

from the earth cavern 
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ffirist fremmany i56o 

Uetan landreste^ 

lecSo gadrigean, 

gkste onfdn^ 

and gedgo^hftdes 

edniwinge ; i566 

andweard cuman, 

fr6de fyrnweotan, 

folce gecy^an 

hwylcne hie god mihtum 

ongiten hsefdon. 1570 

Gewat he ^k f^ran 

swk him fre£ mihtig 

Bcippend wera 

gescrifen hsefde, 

ofer mearcwa'Su, 1575 

)>fiet he on Membre becom 

beorhte blican, 

8wd him bebedd meotud, 

pi^r ];a lichoman 

lange J^rage^ isso 

heahfsedera hr^ 

beheled wAron. 

H^t >& 6fs^llce 

upistandan 

Habraham and Isaac^ isss 

seiSeling ]>riddan 

Jacob of gredte, 

t6 godes ge}?inge. 



to make resurrection, 

to leave their land-rest^ 

limbs to gather up, 

spirit to take, 

and of youth 

the renewal ; 

present to come 

(the pious ancient sages) 

to the people announce 

whom they as God in might 

had understood. 

Then set he out to go 

as him the mighty Lord 

the creator of men 

had appointed, 

over the boundary paths, 

till he came over Mamre 

brightly to shine, 

as him the lord commanded, 

where the bodies 

for a long while, 

the corpses of the patriarchs 

had been concealed. 

He bade then quickly 

arise 

Abraham and Isaac, 

and third the prince 

Jacob from the sand. 



to commune with God, 
snedme of slsepe ]>8bm fsestan. speedily from their deep sleep. 
H^t hie id ^km sl^e gyrwan. He bid them make ready for 

the journey, 
faran t6 fredn d6me, go at the Lord's command, 

sceoldon hie J^ftm folce gecy*8an,they were to announce to the 
hw^ set frumsceafte who in the beginning [people. 
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ftirSum te6de 

eorSan ealgr^ne i596 

and upheofon^ 

hwaer se wealdend wAre 

\>e pset weorc sta'^Solade. 

Ne dorston ]>ft gelettan 

leng 6wihte 1600 

wuldorc^yninges word : 

geweoton p^ J^a witigan }?ry 

mddige mearcland tredan, 

forlaeton moldem 

wunigean open eorSscreefu : 

woldon hie sedre gec^an 

frumweorca fseder, 

pSl |>8et folc gewear8 

egesan ge^clod^ 

)>8er ]?a se'Selingas 1610 

wordum weorSodon 

wuldres aldor. 

Hie ^ ricene h6t 

rices hirde, 

t6 eddwelan, 1615 

6^re stSe 

s^can mid sibbe 

swegles dredmas, 

and }>aer id wldan feore 

wiUum ne<5tan. I620 

Nd pt miht gehyran, 

hyse ledfesta, 

ht he wundra worn 

wordum cyiSde, 

SW& ]7edh ne gelyfdon i«25 

l&rum slnum 

mddblinde men. 

Ic w&t manig nti gyt 



first produced 

the earth all green 

and lofty heaven, 

who the ruler were 

that that work established. 

Then dared they not delay 

any longer 

the word of the glorious king : 

then went the three prophets 

boldly to tread the march-land, 

leaving the house of earth 

the grave stand open : 

they would at once proclaim 

the father of creation's works. 

Then was the people 

terrified with fear, 

when the nobles 

glorified with words 

the prince of glory. 

Them then quickly commanded 

the shepherd of power, 

to their wealth of joy, 

a second time 

in peace to seek 

the joys of heaven, 

and there for ever 

at will to enjoy them. 

Now mayst thou hear, 

dearest of men, 

how he a multitude of miracles 

in words proclaimed, 

yet believed not 

in his lore 

the men blind of mood. 

I know yet many 
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micel maere spell, 
)>e se maga fremede, 
rodera rAdend, 
];a yt ^rsefrian ne miht, 
lir^^re behabban, 
hygej^ances gledw. 
ptis Andreas 
ondlangne dseg 
herede hlediSorcwiduni 
hWges Mre, 
6^^a&i bine semninga 
slflep ofere6de, 
on hr6nrdde, 
heofoncyninge n^h. 
pk gelfi^dan h^t 
Hfes brytta, 
ofer y*Sa gej?raec 
englas sine, 
fse'Smum ferigean, 
on feeder wfifere, 
ledfne mid lissum 
ofer lagufaBsten, 
o'S'Saet saew^rige 
slaep oferedde. 
purh lyftgel^c 
on land becwom 
t6 ffifere ceastre, 
|?e him cyning engla 
* ♦ * 

* * 9|C 

^k }>a &r^s stSigean 
eddige on upweg, 
^•Sles nedsan. 
L^ton ];one hMgan 
be herestrcete 



a great and mighty tale, 

1630 that the man performed, 
the ruler of the heavens, 
which thou canst not equals 
in thy breast comprehend^ 
wise of thought^ as thou art." 

1636 Thus Andrew 

the whole day long 
praised in his discourse 
the doctrine of the holy one^ 
until him suddenly 

1640 sleep invaded, 

on the whale's path, 
nigh to the king of heaven. 
Then commanded to lead 
the giver of life, 

1645 over the tumult of the waves 
his angels, 

in their bosoms to bear, 
in the protection of the father, 
the dear one peacefully 

1660 overthe strongholdof the waves, 
until the sea-weary 
sleep invaded. 

Through motion through the air 
to land he came 

1665 unto the city, 

which him the king of angels 
* * * 

* 3|e * 

then the messengers departed 
joyfully on their upward way, 
1660 to visit their home. 
They left the saint 
by the highway 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LEGEND OF ST. ANDREW. 



49 



swefan on sibbe^ 

under swegles hle6, 

bliiSne bidan, im 

burhwealle n6h, ^ 

his ntShetum^ 

nihtlangne fyrst : 

o'S'Sffit diyhten forl^t 

d&gcandelle i67o 

scire scinan : 

Bceadu sweiSerodon 

wonn under wolcnum, 

yk com wederes blaest, 

h4dor heofonledma im 

ofer hofu bltcan. 

Onw6c 'pk wiges heard, 

wang scedwode 

fore burggeatum, 

beorgas steppe i68o 

hle<5i$um hlifodon 

ymbe h^me st&n, 

tigelf^an trafii, 

torras st6don, 

windige weallas. lees 

pk se wis oncne6w 

'padt he Marmedonia 

m&g^e haefde 

slSe ges6hte, 

8wk him sylf bebedd, i6oo 

'pkm him foregescr^, 

feeder mancynnes. 

Geseh he J^ on gredte 

gingran sine, 

beornas beadur6fe, 1695 

birihte him 

swefan on sl^pe. 

VERC. 



sleeping in peace, 

under the vault of heaven, 

joyfully abiding, 

near the city wall, 

his foes, 

a whole night long : 

until that the Lord permitted 

the day-torch 

bright to shine : 

darkness subsided 

wan under the welkin, 

then came the storm* blast, 

the serene heaven -light 

shining over the dwellings. 

Then awoke the bold in war, i 

he observed the plain 

before the city gates, 

the steep hills 

loftily impended 

about the hoary stone, 

dwellings bright with tiles, 

towers stood, 

windy walls. 

Then the wise man knew 

that he of Mermedonia 

had the land 

in journey reached, 

as he himself had commanded 

who had predestined him, — 

the father of mankind. 

Then saw he on the sand 

his disciples — I 

men famous in war — / 

before him 

slumbering in sleep. 
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He 86na ongann 

wlgend weccean, 

and word6 cwae'S : 1700 

Ic edw secgan maBg, 

s6S orgete, 

^sBi iis gistran dsege 

on geofones stredm, 

ofer ArweUn, 1705 

se'Seling ferede. 

In 'pkm cedle waes 

cyninga wuldor, 

waldend weorSode ; 

ic his word oncne6w, 1710 

'p6h he his m^gwlite 

bemi'Sen hdefde. 

Him J^a se'Selingas 

ondsweorodon^ 

gednge gencwidum, 1715 

g&stgerynum : 

We J?e Andreas 

edde gecy*8a'8 

SI'S Aserne, 

J>aet I^ sylfa miht 1720 

ongitan gleawllce 

gdstgehygdum. 

Us sffiw^rige 

slaep oferedde ; 

^k c6mon earnas 1725 

ofer y'Sa wylm 

on flyhte, 

fcSerum hr^mige, 

iis of slaependum 

sdiwie dbrugdon, 1730 

mid gefedn feredon 

flyhte on lyfte, 



He soon began 

to wake the warriors, 

and in words he said : 

" I may say to you, 

a recognizable truth, 

that us yesterday 

on the ocean-stream — 

over the realm of oars — 

a noble one conducted ! 

In the ship was 

the glory of kings, 

the ruler honored us ; 

I recognized his words, 

though he his beauty 

had concealed/* 

Him the noble ones 

answered^ 

the young men with response, 

in the mysteries of spirit : 

** We to thee Andrew 

joyfully proclaim 

our adventure, 

that thou mayst thyself 

prudently understand it 

in the thoughts of thy spirit. 

Us weary with the sea 

sleep invaded; 

then came eagles 

over the fervor of the waves 

in flight, 

exulting in their wings, 

from us asleep 

our soul they parted, 

with joy they conveyed it 

in flight through the sky. 
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brehtum bliSe, 
beorhte and IKe, 
lissum lafodon ; 
and hi lofe wuuedon 
)>fi^r wses singal sang 
and swegles gong, 
wlitig weoroda hedp 
and wuldres }?redt : 
titan ymbe aeiSelne 
englas stddon, 
J^egnas yinb J^dden 
Jmsendmselum : 
heredon on h^hiSo 
hiLlgan stefne 
drybtna dryhten ; 
drediu wses on hyhte ; 
we J?8Br hedhfaederas 
hdlige oncnedwon^ 
and martyra 
msegen unlytel : 
sungon sigedrybtne 
sd^fsestlic lof, 
dugo'S d6mgeorne. 
Daer waes David mid, 
e^dig oretta, 
Essages sunu, 
for Crist cumen, 
cyning Israh^la ; 
swylce we ges^gon 
for suna meotudes, 
sei^elum 6cne, 
edwic standan 
twelfe getealde, 
tlre^dige hseleiS ; 
e6w yegnodon 



joyous with clamor, 

brigbt and gentle, 
1736 kindly they caressed it ; 

and they in glory abode 

where was eternal song [nient, 

and the motion of the firma- 

a beauteous throng of multi- 
1740 and glorious troop : [tudes 

without, around the noble one 

angels stood, 

thanes around their prince 

by thousands at a time : 
1745 they glorified on high 

with holy voice 

the Lord of lords ; 

there was joy in hope ; 

there we the patriarchs 
1750 holy recognized, 

and of the martyrs 

no little power : 

to the Lordof Victory they sung 

soothfast praise, 
1755 they, noble lovers of justice. 

There was David with them, 

the blessed champion, 

the son of Jesse, 

come before Christ, 
1760 the king of Israel ; 

also we beheld 

before the Son of God, 

eternal in nobility, 

you to stand 
1765 twelve in number, 

heroes blessed with glory ; 

holy archangels 

E 2 
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J^rymsittende 

h&lige he&henglas : 

^km bi% hsele'Sa well 1770 

]>e ]7&ra blissa 

briican m6ton. 

DAt wses wuldres wynn, 

wfgendra Jn^ym, 

aeiSelic onginn, 1775 

nses ]f&r ^nigum gewinn, 

¥)km btS wrsecstS witod, 

wlte geopenad, 

];e }^ftra (gefedna) seal 

fretnde weortSan, 1780 

hedn hwearfian, 

)H)Dne heonon gauga'S. 

pk wses mddsefa 

miclum geblissod 

hWiges on hr^iSre, i78b 

si^'San hlediSorcwide 

giugran gebyrde, 

}?8et hie god wolde 

onmunan sw& micles 

ofer menn ealle, 1790 

and l?aet word gecwseiS 

wlgendra hied : 

Nii ic, god dryhten, 

ongiten hsebbe 

J?aet J?ii on faro'SstrAte 1795 

feor ne waere, 

cyninga wuldor, 

]>^ ic on cedl gestdh ; 

]?^h ic on yiSfare 

engla ]>e<5den, isoo 

g&sta gedcend 

jongitan ne ct^e. 



served you 

sitting in glory : 

well is it for those men 

who those blisses 

may enjoy ! 

There was the pleasure of glory, 

the majesty of warriors, 

noble beginning, 

nor there had any one toil. 

Misery shall be his lot, 

punishment revealed, 

who to those joys shal 

be a stranger, 

shall depart humiliated, 

when from hence he goes.'* 

Then was the mind 

greatly pleased 

of the saint in his breast, 

after the discourse 

of his disciples he heard, 

in that God would them 

so much regard 

above all men, 

and this word spake 

the refuge of warriors : 

'•Now I, Lord God, 

have understood 

that thou upon the sea-street 

wert not far from us. 

Glory of kings^ 

when I mounted the ship ; 

though I on the sea-journey 

the Prince of angels, 

the Saviour of souls 

could not recognize. 



! 
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WedrS me nd milde 
meotud aelmihtig^ 
bli^e beorht cyning. 
Ic on brimstredme 
spraec worda worn ; 
wAt aefter ntt, 
hwA me wyrSmyndum 
on wudub&te 
ferede ofer fl6das : 
]?aet is frdfre gAst 
haeleiSa cynne ; 
'p&T is help gearu 
milts ast mfierum, 
manna gehwylcum 
sigorsp^d geseald^ 
J^^m J7e sice's id him. 
t)k him fore e^gum 
onsyne wearS 
se'Seling o^Sywed 
in jfk ilcan ttd^ 
cyning cwlcera gehwa^s 
)mrh cnihtes h^d. 
Dk he word^ cwaeiS, 
wnldres aldor : 
Wes ^H Andreas hk\, 
mid J^As willgedryht, 
ferSgefeonde ; 
ic }>e fri'Se healde^ 
J^aet 'pe ne m6ton 
m^ngeni^lan^ 
grame grynsmiiSas^ 
g^ste gesce'S^an. 
Fedll ^ id foldan, 
freoiSo wilnode 
wordura wis heeled ; 



Be now merciful to me 

Almighty God, 
1805 blithe, bright king. 

1 on the ocean-stream 
spake many words ; 
now afterwards I know, 
who me with honor 

1810 on the wood-boat 

conveyed over the floods : 

that is the spirit of consolation 

to the race of men ; 

there is hdp ready [one, 

1815 mercy at the hand of the mighty 

to every man 

speed of victory given, 

who seeketh it from him !** 

Then before his eyes 
1820 became visible 

a noble one revealed 

ill that same time, 

the king of all things living 

in the form of a youth. 
1835 Then he spake in words, 

the Prince of Glory : 

'^ Hail to thee Andrew, 

with this dear band, 

rejoicing in spirit; 
1830 I will hold covenant with thee, 

that for thee may not 

the wicked enemies, 

the fierce snare-makers, 

thy soul oppress. *' 
1835 He fell then to earth, 

peace implored 

the wise man with words ; 
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winedryhten fraBgn : 

Ht geworhte ic J?8et, 

waldend fira^ i84o 

synnig wi^ seolfne 

B&wla nergend, 

}?aet ic }>e, sw4 g6diie^ 

ongitan ne meahte 

on waegfaere, iws 

J;8er ic worda gesprsec 

minra for medtude 

m^ |;onne ic scedlde. 

Him andswarode 

ealwalda god : i860 

No ^t swk swtSe 

synne gefremedest, 

8wi ^ti in Achaia 

ondssec dydest, 

padt pti on feor wegas i855 

f^ran ne ctcSe, 

n6 in ^k ceastre 

becuman meahte^ 

}?ing geh^gan, 

J^reora nihta i860 

fyrstgemearces, 

swA ic J?e ftran h6t 

ofer w^ga gewinn ; 

wAst nti J?6 gearwor 

]7fiet ic ea$e mseg 1866 

ftnra gehwylcne 

fremman and fyrSran 

fr^onda minra^ 

on landa gehwylc 

)?8er me ledfost bi% ; 1070 

krts nii hrsedlice, 

reed eedre ongit» 



his dear lord he asked : 

*^ How could I do that. 

Ruler of men, 

sinning against the very 

Saviour of souls, 

that I thee, so good, 

could not recognize 

on our sea-journey, 

where I of my words 

spake before God 

more than I ought ? '* 

Him answered 

Almighty God : 

" Thou didst not 

so great a sin, 

as when thou in Achsea 

madest denial, 

that thou on distant ways 

knewest not to go, 

nor into the city 

mightest come, 

to hold the council, 

of three nights 

of the appointed time, 

as I bid thee go 

over the dash of waves 5 

now thou the better knowest 

that I may easily 

advance and further 

every one 

of my friends, 

on any land 

that may best please me ; 

arise now quickly, 

at once understand my counsel. 
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beom gebledsod, 

swk J?6 beorht fasder 

geweorSaiS wuldorgifum i875 

t6 wldan aldre, 

crsefte and mihte. 

Dii in )?a ceastre gong, 

under burglocan, 

p&r ]7in brd'^Sor is. iseo 

WAt ic Matheus 

];urh m&nra hand 

hrtnan heorudolgum 

hedfodmagan 

searonettuin beseted ; i88s 

"pt bine s^can scealt, 

ledfne &lysati 

of li^ra bete, 

and eal "pset nianegu 

pe him mid wunige i89o 

fielj^eddigra 

inwitwr&snum, 

bealuwe gebundene, 

him sceal b6t hraiSe 

weorSan in worulde, isos 

and in wuldre le^n, 

Bwk ic him sylfum ser 

secgende wses. 

Nil pt Andreas scealt 

edre gen^lSan 1900 

in gramra gripe, 

is J?e gtcS weotod 

heardum heoruswengum, 

sceal pin hr^ deelan, 

wundum weorSan 1905 

wfiBttre gellcost, 

faran fl6de bl6d ; 



blessed man, 

so thee the bright Father 

may dignify with glorious gifts 

to all eternity, 

with craft and might. 

Thou go into the city, 

under the burgh-locks, 

where thy brother is. 

I know Matthew 

through the hands of sinful men 

to be touched with sword- 

thy dear relative [wounds, 

beset with nets of snares ; 

thou shalt seek him, 

release the beloved one 

from the hate of foes, 

and all that multitude 

that dwells with him 

of strangers 

in hostile chains, 

miserably bound, 

to them shall reparation soon 

be made in the world 

and reward in glory, 

as I before to himself 

was saying. 

Now shalt thou Andrew 

forthwith venture 

into the grasp of foes, 

to thee is war predestined 

with hard sword-blows, 

thy body shall part, 

through wounds it shall become 

likest unto water, . 

thy blood shall flow in streams; 
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hie )?ln feorh ne magon 

de&Se geda^lan^ 

^h pti drype poUe, 1910 

synnigra slage. 

Bt padt s&r &ber, 

ne Iffit pe &hweorfan 

bffirSenra }?ryin 

grim g^rgewiDiiy 1915 

)?8et pti gode swice 

dryhtne )>lQuni. 

Wes A d6mes georn^ 

bet ]^ on gemyndum 

hti pset mahegum wearS 1920 

fira gefrege 

geond feala landa^ 

jfadt me bysmredon^ 

benf^um faestne, 

weras wans&lige ; 1925 

wordum tjrrgdon^ 

sldgon and swungon ; 

synnige ne mihton 

]7urh 8&rc\7ide 

s&S gecy'San^ 1930 

'pk ic mid Indium 

gealgan ]?6hte : 

rdd waes ^raered^ 

]?fier rinca sum 

of minre sldan 1935 

Bwkt tt foT\6t, 

dredr t6 foldan. 

Ic ^dredh feala 

yrm'Sa ofer eorSan ; 

wolde ic edw on ]?on^ 1940 

]?urb bltSne byge, 

bysne onstellan^ 



they thy life may not 

deal to death, 

though thou suffer stripes, 

the blows of the guilty. 

Do thou endure that sorrow^ 

let not turn thee away 

the power of the heathen 

their grim javelin-clashing, 

that thou shrink from God 

thy Lord. 

Be ever emulous of glory, 

keep in thy remembrance 

how that was among many 

men well-known * 

throughout many lands, 

that me reviled, 

bound fast with wounds, 

unblest men ; 

with words they abused me, 

they struck and scourged me ; 

sinful they might not 

through injurious speech 

the truth make known, 

when I among the Jews 

the cross covered : 

the rood was reared, 

then a certain man 

from my side 

let out the blood, 

the gore upon the ground. 

I suffered many 

miseries on earth ; 

it was my will for you thus, 

through my merciful mind, 

to set up an example. 
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SW& on ellj?e6de 

ywed wyrSelS. 

Manige sindon 1945 

in J^isse m&ran byrig 

'pkro, J?e yd gehweorfest 

td heofonledhte, 

]?urh minne naman, 

peAh hie morSres feala 1950 

in fyrndagum 

gefremed babben. 

Gew^t him ]fk se halga 

heofonas s^ean, 

eallra cyninga cyning^ 1955 

)?one cl&nan Kim 

ed'Sm^dum upp, 

y&r is kr gelang 

fira gebwylcum 

ykm ye hie findan cann. i960 

Dk wses gemyndig, 

m6dgej?yldig, 

beorn beaduwe heard ; 

edde in burh hra'Se 

inrsed oretta 1965 

ebie gefyrSred ; 

maga mdde rdf, 

meotude getredwe, 

st6p on strsete ; 

stig wlsode : 1970 

swk him nsBnig gumena 

ongitan ne mihte^ 

gynfulra gesedn ; 

hsefde sigora weard 

on ykm wangstede 1975 

waere betolden 

ledfne leddfruman^ 



as on this foreign land 

shall be made manifest. 

Many are there 

in this famous city 

whom thou shalt turn 

to the light of heaven, 

through my name, 

though they much slaughter 

in days of old 

have done." 

Then departed the holy one 

to seek the skies, 

the King of all kings, to seek 

the pure home 

with happiness aloft, 

where bliss is along 

of every man 

who can find it. 

Then was mindful, 

patient of mood, 

the man stout in battle ; 

quickly went into the burgh 

the stedfast champion 

advanced with valour ; 

the man famous of mood, 

faithful to his lord, 

stepped on the street ; 

the road directed him : 

so him none of men 

might recognize, 

none of the sinful see ; 

the lord of triumphs had 

upon the plain 

fenced with protection 

the dear chieftain. 
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mid lofe sinum. 
Haefde ^ se aeiSeling 
iiige]?n]ngen, 
Cristes cempa, 
carceme n^h. 
Geseh he hs^'Senra 
hldS aetgaedere^ 
fore hlindura 
hyrdas standan^ 
seofone aetsomne : 
ealle swylt fomam, 
druron ddmledse, 
ded'Sraes forf^ng, 

I haele'S heorodredrig. 
Da se h&lga, gebeed 
bilwltne faeder, 
bredstgehygdum 
herede on h^b'So 
heofoncyninges 

; god drybten d6m. 
Dura s6na onarn 
)nirb bandhrtne 
beiges g^tes, 
ond padT in edde 
ebies gemyndig, 
bsele bildededr. 
Hae'Sene swaefon 
dredre druncne, 
de&^wB,ng ridon. 
Geseb he Matheus 
in ]fkm morSorcofan, 
baelcS bygerdfne 
under hedlstorlocan 
secgan dryhtne lof^ 
ddmweorSinga 



with his praise. 

Then had the noble 
I960 pressed in, 

Christ's champion, 

nigh unto the dungeon. 

He beheld of the heathen 

a troop together, 
1986 before the doors 

watchmen standing, 

seven together : 

death tore them all away, 

hapless they fell, 
1990 the death-rush clutched them, 

a hero dropping \)lood ! 

Then the saint implored 

the pious father, 

in the thoughts of his breast 
1996 he praised on high 

of heaven's king, 

of God the lord the glory. 

Soon he attacked the door 

through hand-touch 
9000 of the holy ghost, 

and entered there 

mindful of valour, 

the man a beast of battle. 

The heathen slept 
2005 drunken with blood, 

the death-plain they rode. 

He saw Matthew 

in the den of death, 

the hero famous of mind 
2010 within the gloomy locks 

singing praise to the Lord, 

glory 
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engla ]?e<5dne. 

He l^ser &na saet 

geoi^um geomor 

iai ]fkm gnornhofe. 

Geseb ]?ser under swegle 

swaesne gef^ran, 

h&lig Mligne ; 

hyht Wies geniwad. 

Ar&s J>A tdgenes^ 

gode J^ancade 

|?8Bt )?e hie onsunde 

sefre m6ston 

gesedn under Bunnan ; 2025 

sib wses gemaene 

bim |?ftm gebrd'Srum, 

blis edniwe ; 

fleghwae'Ser 6iSerne 

earme be]?ebte^ 2030 

cyston hie and clypton ; 

Criste wseron begen 

ledfe on in6de. 

Hie ledht ymbsc&n 

h^lig and heofontorht^ 2035 

hr^'Ser innan waes 

wynnum dwelled. 

D^ word6 ongan 

serest Andreas 

seiSelne gefSran, 2040 

on clustorcleofan 

mid cwide sinum^ 

gr^tan godfyrhtne ; 

ssede him gd^geiSingu^ 

feohtan fira monna : 2045 

Nii is {'in folc on luste 

haele'S hider on * * 



to the King of angels. 

He sat there alone 

sad of mind 

in the cave of malice, [mament 

He saw there beneath the fir- 

his dear comrade, 

holy the holy one ; 

hope was renewed. 

He arose then to meet him, 

he thanked God 

that they each other in safety 

ever might 

behold beneath the sun ; 

peace was between 

both the brethren, 

joy renewed ; 

each the other 

with his arm embraced, 

they kicised and clipped each 

to Christ were both [other ; • 

dear in mood. 

The light shone round them 

holy and heaven-bright, 

the breast within 

bubbled with joy. 

Then with words began 

Andrew first 

his noble comrade, 

in the prison-house 

with his word, 

to greet, the fearer of God ; 

he told him the compact of war, 

the battle of the foes : 

" Now doth thy people desire 

the heroes hither * * 
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* * gewyrfat 

♦ « « 

eardes oedsan. 
i£ftcr ]nssiim wordam 
woldres }fegaas^ 
b^en ]« gebrd&r 
td gebede hyldon, 
sendon hint Mne 
fore beam godes, 
swylce se hftlga 
in ykax hearmlocan 
bis god gr^tte^ 
and him gedce baed, 
h&lend helpe 
8er]H)n hr& crunge 
fore hae^enra 
faildej^rymme ; 
ond ^k gelaedde 
of leoiSobendum, 
frim 'pkm faestenne 
on fa's dryhtnes, 
td and hundteontig 
geteled rime^ 

Bwylce feowertig 

* * ♦ 

generede fram nt8e. 
Daer he nsenige forlet 
under burglocaii 
bendum faestne, 
n6 }?»r wlfa pk gyt, 
weorodes t6-edcan, 
^es wana 

* * * 

* * >eflftig 



« ♦ ♦ 

« « ♦ 

their native land to seek." 

After these words 

the servants of glory, 

the two brethren 

bent down to prayer, 
9066 they sent their petition 

before the Son of God, 

also the holy one 

in the place of torment 

addressed his God, 
9060 and prayed to him for aid, 

his Saviour for help 

before his body should fall 

before the heathens' 

warlike prowess ; 
2066 and then led forth 

from the fetters, 

from the prison 

into the Lord's protection, 

two and a hundred 
9070 told by number, 

also forty 

* ♦ ♦ 

saved from malice. 

There he left not one 
2075 under the city-locks 

fast in bonds, 

nor yet of the women, 

the increase of the troop, 

wanting one 
9080 * * * 

* * * 

* * fifty 
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f orhte gefreo'Sode ; 
feegen w&ron siSes, 
lungre leordon, «i65 

nalas leng bidon 
in ]?am gnornhofe 
g(i«ge)?ingo. 
Gew&t yk Matheus 
menigo Uedan 9090 

on gehyld godes, 
Bwi him se h&lga bebedd, 
weorod on wilstS 
wolcnum bej^te, 
I ]?^ Ises him scyldhfttan 2095 
BcyiS'San cdmon 
mid earhfare, 
ealdgentSlan. 
D&r )^ mddigan mid him 
mae^el geh^don^ 2100 

tre<5wge]?oftan, 
&r hie on tu hweorfon. 
iEgSer ykrvL eorla 
d'Srum trymede 
heofonrlces hyht, 9106 

helle witu 
wordum werede. 
Sw4 ]fk wlgend mid him, 
haele'S hyger6fe, 
h&lgum stefnum 2110 

cempan coste 
cyning weorSodon 
wyrda waldend^ 
'p9d8 wuldres ne btS 
sefre mid eldum 311$ 

ende befangen, 
Gew&t him pk Andreas 



from terror freed; 
glad were they of their journey, 
quickly they departed, 
not longer did they await 
in the house of sorrow 
the settlement of war. 
Then Matthew went 
to lead the multitude 
into God's protection, 
as the holy one commanded, 
his troop on their welcome 
concealed by a cloud, [journey 
lest him the accusers 
might come to injure 
with sending roundof the arrow, 
their old foes. [gether 

There the courageous ones to- 
held converse, 

the true comrades, [another, 
ere they departed from one 
Each of the men 
confirmed in the others 
the hope of heaven^s kingdom, 
the pains of hell 
with words kept off. 
So the warriors with them, 
Jthe men noble of mood, 
with holy voices, 
the choice champions 
glorified the king 
the ruler of fates, 
of whose glory shall not 
ever in the ages 
the end be comprised. 
Then went Andrew 
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inn on ceastre 

glsedmdd gangan, 

t6 J>8e8 )?^ he gramra genidt, 

f^ra folcmaegen, 2121 

gefraegen haefde 5 

©"SiSfiet he gem^tte 

be mearcpa^e 

standan streete nedh 2126 

stapul serenne. 

Gesaet him ^k be healfe, 

hsefde hluttre lufan, 

^ce upgcmynd 

engia blisse ; 2130 

)>anon basnode 

under burhlocan 

hwset him gu^weorca 

gife'Se wurde. 

pa gesamnedon 2135 

side h^rigeas 

folces frumgiras 

t6 pkm faestenne, 

wserledsra werod ; 

wsepnum cdmon 2140 

hffi^ne hildfrecan, 

td ]fads pe hseftas ser 

under hlinsctlwan 

hearm J>r6wedon , 

W^ndon and woldon, 2145 

wiiSerhycgende, 

]?aet hie on elj'eddigum 

set geworhton, 

weotude wiste ; 

him sed w^n geledh, 2150 

siiS^an mid corSre 

carcernes dura 



into the city 

glad of mood, [cruel ones, 

thither where he a meeting of the 
a general assembly of the foes, 
had heard of; 
until he found 
by a border- path 
standing near the road 
a brazen pillar. 
He sat him there beside, 
pure love had he, 
eternal remembrance of heaven 
the bliss of angels ; 
thence he awaited 
within the city's enclosure 
what deed of warfare 
should befal him. 
Then collected 
their wide bands 
the leaders of the people 
unto the fortress, 
the troop of false ones ; 
with weapons came 
the heathen warriors, [fore 
because their captives there be- 
in the dark shadow 
had suffered anguish. 
They thought and would, 
apostates as they were, 
upon the strangers 
make their meal, 
their appointed feast; 
their hope deceived them ! 
since with their troop 
the prison-doors 
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eorre sescberend 

opene fundon^ 

onhliden bamera geweorc 

hirdas deide. 2156 

Hie ]fk unhydige 

eft gecyrdon 

luste belorene, 

U'Sspell beran ; siao 

sa^gdon pkm folce 

'past )?8er feorrcundra, 

ellreordigra, 

senigne t6 l&fe 

in carcerne 2165 

cwicne lie mutton ; 

ac |?aer heorodredrige 

hirdas Isegon 

gsesne 011 gre<5te, 

^ste berofene 2170 

fsegra flseschaman. 

pB. wearS forfat manig 

for |?dm fserspelle 

folces raeswa, 

hedn hygegedmor, 2175 

hungres on w^num 

bl&tes beddgseetes ; 

nyston beteran reed 

J^onne hie ]fk behlidenan 

him to lifnere 2180 

gefeormedon ; 

duru]?egiium weariS 

in ine ttd 

eallum setsomne 

J^urh heard gel&c 2185 

hildbedd styred. 

Dk ic lungre gefrsegn 



the fierce spear- bearers 

found open^ 

undone the work of hammers, 

dead the keepers. 

They then sad-minded 

back returned 

deprived of their desire, 

to bear sad tidings ; 

they told the people 

that of the strangers there, 

the foreigners, 

not one remaining 

in the prison 

alive they found ; 

but there bloody 

the keepers lay 

pale on the sand, 

of life deprived 

the carcases of the slain. 

Then was terrified many 

a leader of the people 

at the sudden news, 

shamed, sad of mood, 

in expectation of hunger 

a pale guest at the table ; 

they knew no better counsel 

than the dead 

forthe support of their own lives 

to feed on ; 

for the doorkeepers was 

in one hour 

for all at once 

through hard fortune 

the deathbed spread. 

Then I learned at once 
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le<5de tdsomne 

burgwaru bannan ; 

beornas coraon, 21(10 

wiggendra )?redt, 

wiggum gengan 

on mearum mddige, 

mae'Selhegende^ 

sescum dealle. 2195 

pk wffis eall geador 

16 ]?^m ]7ingstede 

"pedd gesamnod ; 

l^ton him J?A betweonum 

tdn wisian 2200 

hwylcne hira aerest 

6i$rum sceolde 

td f6ddurj?ege 

feores ongildan ; 

hluton hellcraeftum 2205 

hse^engildum, 

teledon betwinum. 

DA se tAu gehwearf 

efne ofer senne 

ealdgesliSa^ 2210 

se waes u^weota 

eorla dugo^e, 

heriges on 6re ; 

hra'Se siiS^an wearS 

fetorwrasnum fsest 2215 

feores orw^na. 

Cleopode "pk coUenferh^ 

cearegan reorde, 

cwae'S he his sylfes suna 

syllan wolde 2220 

on sehtgeweald, 

eaforan gedngne, 



that the people together 

the citizens were summoned ; 

the men came^ 

a troop of warriors, 

riding on horses 

proudly on steeds, 

counselling together, 

proud with their spears. 

Then was together 

in the public place 

the people collected ; 

they let between them 

the lot decide 

which of them first 

should to the rest 

for food 

his life give up ; 

they cast lots with hellish power 

before the heathen gods, 

they counted between them* 

Then went the lot 

even over one 

of the old comrades, 

who was a councillor 

to the princes of the nobles, 

a leader of the host ; 

soon was he 

fast bound in fetters 

without hope of life. 

Then called out the fierce- 

with sad speech, [minded man 

said he his own son 

would give 

into the general power, 

iiis young offispring. 
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llfes id lisse. 

Hie pSL l&c hra^e 

t'^gon td fiance ; S226 

)?e<5d waes oflysted^ 

metes modgedmre, 

nses him td m&'Sme wynn 

hyht t6 hordgestrednum, 

hungre wa^ron nao 

)?earle ge]?re£tod^ 

swA se l^ddsceaiSa 

hredw rlcsode. 

pA waes rinc manig, 

guiSfrec guma, 2235 

ymb l^ses geongan feorh 

bredstum onbryrded 

td ^km beadulice ; 

waes {'set wedt^cen 

wide gefrege, 2240 

geond ]>a burh bodad 

beome manegum, 

]?aet hie J'aes cnihtes cwealm 

coirSre gesdhton 

dugui^e and edgo^e, 2345 

d&I onf^ngon 

llfes td leofne. 

Hie lungre td J^aes^ 

haei^ene heargweardas, 

here samnodon 2260 

ceasterwarena ; 

cyrm upp Ast&h. 

pk se gednga ongann 

gedmran stefne, 

gehafted for herige, 2260 

hearmled^ g^l^n, 

frednda fe^sceaft . 

VERC. 



to redeem his own life. 
They the oflFer soon 
thankfully accepted ; [sirous, 
the people were earnestly de- 
mourning for meat, 
no joy had they in treasure 
no hope in hoarded wealth, 
with hunger were they 
fiercely oppressed, 
so the mighty plague 
fiercely ruled. 
Then was many a warrior, 
man fierce in war, 
about the young man's life 
in breast excited 
to the battle play ;. 
the fatal token was 
widely famous, 

throughoutthe town proclaimed 
to many a man, 
that they the young man's death 
in troops should seek 
with young and old, 
should take their part 
for the support of life. 
They therefore at once, 
the heathen idolators, 
collected a troop 
of the citizens ; 
their noise went up. 
Then the youth began 
with voice of lamentation, 
chained before the troop, 
a song of anguish to sing, 
deprived of friends 
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friiSes wilnian 5 
n^ mihte eannsceapen 
Are findan 

freeze act J?ftm folce, 
^e him feores wolde 
ealdres geunnan ; 
haefdon seglfi^can 
saecce ges6hte, 
sceolde sweordes ecg^ 
scerp and sciirheard, 
of Bcea^an folme, 
ff rmselum fig, 
feorh icsigan. 
D& ]f8dt Andrea 
earmllc }?<ihte, 
]?e<5dbealo J^earlic 
16 ge]7oIianue, 
J^aet he swi unscyldig 
ealdre sceolde 
lungre linnan. 
Waes se leddhete 

}?rdhtheard 

J^rymman scedcon 
mddige maguj'egnas 
morSres on luste, 
woldon s^ninga 
ellenrdfe, 

on ^km hysebeortSre 
heafolan gesc^nan, 
gartlm igedtan ; 
hine god forstdd 
hMig of h6h«o 
hfi^^enum folce ; 
h^t waepen werft, 
wexe gellcdst, 



to beg for mercy ; 

nor might the poor wretch 
3260 find pity [people, 

or peace at the hands of the 

which would life 

or existence grant him ; 

the wretches had 
2265 chosen hostility, 

the sword's edge should, 

sharp and hard with scouring, 

in the hands of the foe, 

variegated with marks of fire, 
2270 seek out the life. 

Then that to Andrew 

seemed pitiful, 

a general evil hard 

to bear, 
2275 that he so innocent 

from life should 

so soon depart. 

The general hate was 

savage 

2280 heavy shook 

moody warriors 

lusting for murder, 

they would at once 

famous for valour, 
2285 on the caul 

the skin wound, 

with javelins pour out } 

him God defended 

holy from above 
2290 against the heathen people ; 

he commanded the weapons of 

likest unto wax, [the men. 
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on ]^km orlege 

eall formeltan^ 

py Ises scyldhatan 2295 

seea^an mihtOD, 

egle ondsacan 

ecga )?rjr8um. 

SwA wears ^lysed 

of leddhete 2300 

gediig of gyrne ; 

gode ealles J'anc 

dryhtna dryhtne, 

pees ]?^ he d6in gife% 

gumena gehwylcum 2305 

J^&ra )?e ge<5ce to him 

s^ce^ mid sny trum ; 

J^aer bi^ symle gearu 

frednd uuhwilen 

y^m ];e hie findain i^ann. 2310 

pk waes wdp haefen 

in wera burgum, 

hliid heriges cyrm, 

bredpon friccan, 

msendon meteledste^ 2315 

m^iSe stddon 

hmigre gehaefte. 

Hornsalu wmiedon 

w^ste winraBced, 

welan ne benohton 2320 

beornas t6 brtlcanne 

on ];a bitran tld ; 

ges&ton searu]?ancle 

sundor id riine 

erm-Su eahtigan, 2325 

naes him id ^iSle wynn ; 

fregn yk gel6me 



in the onset 
all to melt away^ 
lest the foes 
might injure him, 
the terrible apostates 
with the edges of swords. 
Thus was rescued 
from the popular hate 
the youth from his misery ; 
all thanks be to God 
the Lord of lords, 
because he giveth justice 
to every man 
that aid from him 
wisely seeketh ; 
there will be ever ready 
an eternal friend 
for him who can find him. 
Then was weeping uplifted 
in the towns of men, 
the loud outcry of the host, 
heralds shouted, 
they moaned the famine, 
weary they stood 
with hunger bound. 
The spired halls remained 
the winehouses empty, 
wealth needed not 
the men to enjoy 
in that bitter tide ; 
the wise of thought sat 
apart in council 
their misery to investigate, 
they had no pleasure in the 
then often asked [land ; 

F 2 
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f reca 6'Serne ; 

Ne hele se ]?e h»bbe 

bolde l&re, asao 

on sefan snyttro. 

Nii is sffil cumen, 

]>red orm&te ; 

is nti |?earf micel 

]?iet we wisfaestra ssss 

wordum hyran. 
^ piL for )?&re d<igo«e 
; de6ful flety wde, 

wana and wlitele^s 

haefde w^riges hiw. S34o 

Ongan ]fk meldigan 
I morjnres brytta 
; belle hinca, 

J'one halgan wer, 

wWerhycgende 2345 

and J'set word gecwie^ : 

H^r is gef^red 

ofer feorne weg 

ffii^elinga sum 

innan ceastre, asao 

ell)?e<5digra, 

J^one ic Andreas 

nemnan b^rde ; 

he edw ne<5n gescedd, 

^k he ^f^rede 2366 

of feestenne 

manncynnes mk 

}?onne gem^t waere 5 

nii ge magon e&Se 

oncyiSdseda 2360 

wrecan on gewyrhtum ; 

Iffita'S . . . spor 



one warrior the other ; 

''Let him not bide it who hath 

a beneficial counsel^ 

wisdom in mind ! 

Now is the occasion come^ 

an immeasurable plague ; 

now is it very needful 

that we of the wise 

the words should obey !" 

Then before the chiefs 

a devil appeared^ 

wan and colourless 

he had the look of one accursed. 

Then began to point out 

the prince of murder, 

the hate of hell, 

the holy man, 

with hostile thought 

and these words said : 

'' Hither is come 

from a long way off 

a noble 

into the city, 

a stranger, 

whom I Andrew 

heard call ; 

he has given you 

when he bore away 

from your fortress 

more of men 

than was right ; 

now may you readily 

the strange deeds 

avenge upon the doer ; 

let . . . the spur 
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Iren ecgheard^ 
ealdorgeard sceoran, 
t&ges feorhhord ; 
gk^ fromllce 
J>aet ge wi*Serfeohtend 
wlges gehnsegan. 
Him ]>k Andreas 
kge! andsware : 
Hw3Bt ^ii JnrlstUce 
J>e6de la^rest, 
beaJdest t6 beadowe, 
w&st ]?e bseles cwealm 
h&tne in helle^ 
and yt here fysest^ 
f^San id gefeoiite } 
eart pH {kg wvS god 
dugo^a d^mend. 
Hwaet pA dedfles strfiel 
ycest |?lne yrmiSo, 
pe se aelmihtiga 
hednne gehn^gde^ 
and heolstor besce^f 
J?aer se cyninga cyning 
clamme belegde^ 
and ^e si^^an k 
Skta. nemndoa 
J>a pe dryfatnes se 
dfiman ciiiSon. 
Da git se wiiSerm^da 
wordum Is^rde 
folc id gefeohte, 
fedndes craefte : 
Nii ge gehfraiS 
haeleiSa gewinnan, 
se )?issum herige mAst 



iron hard of edge^ 

raze the dwelling of life, 
2365 the soul-hoard of the mortal ; 

go boldly 

that ye your adversary 

from his war may subdue." 

To him then Andrew 
2370 gave answer ; 

'^ Lo thou impudently 

teachest the people, 

encouragest them to strife, 

knowest that thy death of fire 
2376 is hot in hell, 

and yet leadest a host, 

a troop to battle ; 

thou art a foe to God 

the Lord of glories. 
2380 Lo ! thou shaft of the devil 

increasest thy misery, 

wherein thee the Almighty 

humble bent down, 

and created the darkness 
2385 where the King of kings 

with chains did load thee, 

and thee ever since 

Satan have called 

they who the Lord's law 
2890 could judge/' 

Yet the adversary 

taught with words 

the people to the contest, 

with hostile craft : 
2395 *' Now ye hear 

the foe of your people, 

who to this host the greatest 
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hearma gefremede. 

p8dt is Andreas 

se me onfllte'S 2400 

wordum wraetlicum 

for wera menigo. 

Dk wfles bedcen boden 

burhsittendum ; 

4hle<5pon hildfrome 2405 

h^riges brehtme, 

ond t6 weallgeatum 

wlgend J^rungon, 

c^ne under cumblum 

corSr^ mlcl6 2*10 

t6 ^km orlege, 

ordum and bordum. 

pk word6 cwfiB^ 

weoroda dryhten, 

meotud mi h turn swtS 2415 

ssegde his mago^^egne : 

scealt yd Andreas 

ellen fremman, . 

ne mtS )?ii for menigo 

ah ]7tnne mddsefan 2420 

sta^ola wiiS strangum : 

nis se<5 stund lain, 

J>8Bt )?e waBlredwe 

wltum belecga^^ 

cealdan clommnm ; 2425 

cy* ye sylfne, 

herd hyge |?inne, 

heortan sta'Sola, 

)>8Bt hie mln on )?e 

mffigen oncn&wan ; 2430 

ne magon hie and ne mdton 

ofer mine ^st 



harm hath done. 

That is Andrew 

who raileth on me 

with cunning words 

before the multitude of men I " 

Then was the signal given 

to the inhabitants ; 

bold in war they leaped forth 

with the clamour of a host, 

and to the wall-gates 

the warriors thronged, 

strong beneath their ensigns 

with a mighty troop 

to the onset, 

with points and shields. 

Then spake with words 

the Lord of hosts, 

God strong in might 

said unto his servant : 

^* Thou shalt Andrew 

accomplish a deed of valour, 

shrink not thou from the mul- 

but thy mind [titude 

strengthen against the strong : 

the time is at hand 

when thee the savages 

with torments will afflict, 

with cold bonds ; 

manifest thyself, 

harden thy mind, 

confirm thy heart, 

that they in thee my 

power may recognize ; 

they may not and must not 

against my will 
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2435 



2440 



2445 



yinne llchoman^ 

lehtrum scyldige^ 

de^^e gedeelan^ 

)?e^h )?u drype J'olige 

myrce manslaga 

ic J?e mid wunige. 

JSfter ]7im wordum com 

werod unm£ete9 

lyswe lirsmeo'Sas 

mid lindgecrdde^ 

bolgenmdde 

bseron tit hrae'Se 

and p^m MIgan y&v 

handa gebundon. 

Si^^on geypped w8bs 

ae'Selinga wynn, 

and hie andweardne 

edgum meahton 

gesidn siger6fne. 

paer W8es sec manig 

on 'pkm wfielwange 

wlges oflysted^ 

le6da dugu'Se ; 

lyt sorgodon 

hwylc him J'aet edledn 

aefter wurde. 

H^ton ^k Is^dan 

ofer landsceare^ 246o 

J^rsegmselum te6n, 

torngeni^lan^ 

sw^ hie hit fr^cnost^ 

findan meahton ; 

dr6gon dedrmdde 2465 

sefter dtmscrsefum 

ymb st&nhleo'So^ 



2450 



2455 



thy body, 

guilty sinners, 

deal to death, [wounds 

though thou mayst suffer 

dark of the slaughterers 

I abide with thee !'" 

After these words came 

a measureless multitude, 

criminal lore-smiths v 

with the ensign of shields, 

angry of mood 

they quickly bore out 

and then the holy man's 

hands they bound. 

Then was revealed 

the joy of princes, 

and they him present 

with their eyes might 

behold victorious. 

There was many a man 

upon the fatal plain 

lusting for war, 

among the leader&of the people ; 

little cared they 

what their reward 

should after be. 

Then bid they lead him 

over the country, 

to drag him bit by bit, 

the angry foes, 

as they most furiously 

could devise ; 

savagely they dragged him 

through mountain-caverns 

about the stone-hills. 
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stearcedferSe, 

efne swk wide swi 

wegas t6l£^gon^ 2470 

enta a^rgeweorc, 

innan burgum, 

strs^te 8tinfftge. 

Storm upp krks 

aefter ceasterhofum, 3475 

cirm unlytel 

h^^nes heriges ; 

waes 'pads h^Igan lie 

s^rbennum soden^ 

swate best^med, 3480 

bsluhtls ^brocen, 

bl6d jrSum we6U 

hat of heolfre, 

haefde him on innan 

ellen untweddne ; 24S5 

wees pddt aeiSele m6d 

dsundrad fram synnum^ 

]?edh he sares sw& feala 

dedpum dolgslegum 

dre<%an sceolde. 2490 

Sw^ wses ealne dseg 

o'S'Sset aefen c6m 

sigeltorht swungen ; 

sar eft gew6d 

ymb )?aes beomes bre<5st, 2495 

o'SJ?8et beorht gewitt 

sunne swegeltofht 

td sete glidan. 

Lseddon pk ledde 

li'Sne gewinAan iseo 

t6 carceme. 



hardened of mind, 
even as far as 

the roads lay before them,* 
the antique work of giants, 
within the towns [stones, 

the street variecoloured with 
The storm uprose 
above the city dwellings, 
no little uproar 
of the heathen band ; 
the body of the saint was 
with sore wounds sodden, 
with blood steamed, 
the bone-house was broken, 
blood flowed in waves 
hot from the gore, 
yet had he within 
a courage unwavering ; 
the noble mind 
was sundered from sin, 
although he so much pain 
through deep and wounding 
was doomed to bear. [blows 
Thus was the whole day long 
until the evening came 
the.star-bright one beaten ; 
pain went backwards and for- 
wards 
about the breast of the man, 
until that bright departed 
the sun splendid in the firma- 
to glide to its setting, [ment 
Then people led 
their hated foe 
unto the prison. 
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he wfles Criste swft )wdh 

ledf on m6de; 

him wses le<5ht sefa 

hk\ig heortan n^h 2506 

hyge untyddre. 

Dk se h^lga wses 

under bedlstorsciiwan, 

eorl ellenheard, 

ondlange niht 2sio 

searo)?ancum beseted ; 

sn&w eorSan band 

wintergeworpum, 

weder c6Iedon 

beardum baegelsciirum 2515 

swylce brim and forst, 

hkve hildstapan, 

hsele^a e'Sel 

lucon ledda gesetu ; 

land wadvon fredrig 2590 

cealdum cylegicelum 

clang wseteres ]nrym, 

ofer e^stredoaas 

is brycgade . 

bl^ce brimride. 252s 

BliiSbeort wunode 

eorl unforctl'S 

elnes gemjmdig^ 

Jurist and )7r6htheard 

in )>rednedum 2530 

wintercealdan niht ; 

nd on gewitte blon, 

&c61 for ];y egesan, 

)7ses 'pe he ser ongann^ 

]fgdt be k d6mllcd8t 253s 

dryhten herede^ 



yet was be to Christ 

dear in mood ; 

light was his thought 

holy near his heart 

a mind unbroken. 

Then was the saint 

in the shadow of darkness^ ' 

warrior hard of courage, 

the whole night long 

with various thoughts beset ; 

snow bound the earth 

with winter-casts, 

cold grew the storms 

with hard bail-showers, 

and rime and frost, 

the hoary warriors, 

locked up the dwellings of men 

the settlements of the people ; 

frozen were the lands, 

with cold icicles 

shrunk the water's might, 

over the river- streams 

the ice made a bridge 

a pale water-road. 

Blithe of heart abode 

the steadfast man 

mindful of valour, 

bold and h^ard of courage ^/ 

in his misery [i^ight ; 

throughout the cold winter 

never in his mind ceased he^ 

in fear for the terror, 

as he before began, 

ever in the worthiest manner 

to praise the Lord, 
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2550 



weorSade wordnm, 

o^^set wuldres gim 

heofontorht onhl^d. 

Da c6m hsele^a ^veit 2S40 

id ^Are dimman ding 

dugu^ unlytel^ 

wadan waelgifre 

weorodes brehtme. 

H^ton at brieve 

se'Seling Is^dan 

in wr^'Sra geweald^ 

w&rfsestne baele'S. 

Dk waes eft sw^ s^r 

andlangne dteg 

swungen sirslegum ; 

BW&t y^um we611 

J'urh b^ncofan, 

bl6d lifrum swealg 

h&tan heolfre ; 2555 

hrft weorces ne sann 

wundum w^rig. 

Dk cwom w6pes bring 

]7urh ]fsds beornes bredst 

bl&t at faran^ 2560 

wedll wa'Suman stream, 

and he word6 cwaB'S : 

Geseoh ndj dryhten god^ 

drohta^ mlnne^ 

weoruda willgeofa. 2566 

{Hi wast and const 

Anra gehwylces 

earfe'Ssi'Sas. 

le gelyfe id J?e, 

min llifruma^ 2570 

l^set 'p^ mildbeort me^ 



to glorify him in words^ 

until the gem of glory 

bright in the heaven impended. 

Then came the troop of heroes 

to the dim cave 

no little power, 

greedy of slaughter to go 

with the tumult of a host. 

They commanded quickly 

to lead out the noble 

into the power of foes, 

the stedfast hero. 

Then was he as before 

the long day through 

beaten with wounding blows ; 

the blood bubbled in waves 

through the bone-chest, 

the blood in the liver swelled 

with hot gore ; 

the body thought not of work 

weary with wounds. 

Then came the ring of weeping 

through the man's breast 

faint to proceed, 

the stream bubbled in waves, 

and he said in words : 

*^ Behold now, God my Lord, 

my condition, 

joy-giver of hosts ! [est 
Thou knowest and understand- 
of every man 

the sorrowful times ! 

1 believe in thee, 
Lord of my^life, 

that thou mild-hearted. 
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for J^num maegensp^dum, 

nerigend fira 

nsefre wille, 

6ce aelmihtig, 2575 

^nforlaetan ; 

6w4 ic )?8et gefretnme, 

]^endeu feorh leofa^ 

mill on moldan^ 

]>set ic^ meotud^ J'inum 258o 

larum ledfwendum 

lyt geswlce ; 

pd eart gescyldend 

wi'8 sceaSan wfiepnum, 

^ce eddfhima^ 2585 

eallum )7lnum. 

Ne Iset nil bystnrian 

banan mancynnes, 

f acnes frumbeam^ 

]7urh fediides crseft 2590 

leafatrum belecgan 

J?a J?ln lof bora's. 

DA ]7ser fletywde 

se atola g&st^ 

wr^'8 waerloga ; 2595 

wigend l&rde 

for "pkm heremsegene, 

helle didfal 

Aw^rged in wltuin, 

and ]?aBt word gecwse'S : 2600 

Slea^S synnigne 

ofer seolfes mii^, 

folces gewinnan, 

ntl t6 feala reorda*. 

pk wees orlege 2605 

eft onhr^red 



for thy great power, 

saviour of men 

never wilt, 

eternal almighty God, 

desert me ; 

so will I accomplish that, 

as long as my life endureth 

on earth, 

that I, O God, thy 

dear doctrines 

will not shrink from ; 

thou art a defence 

against the weapons of foes, 

eternal prince of joy, 

for all thy servants ! 

Now let not revile 

the murderers of men, 

first-born of crime, 

through hostile craft, 

with crimes oppress 

them that bear thy praise ! '* 

Then there appeared 

the foul spirit, 

the fierce warlock 5 

he guided the warriors 

before the hostile force, 

hell's devil 

cursed in torments, 

and spake the word : 

'* Smite the sinner 

over his own mouth, 

the people's foe, 

now he speaketh too much !^' 

Then was the onset 

again commenced 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 



THE LEGEND OF ST. ANDREW. 



niwan stefne, 

ntS upp krks 

dySeet sunne gew^t 

td sete gltdan^ aeio 

under niflan nses ; 

niht helmade, 

brdn wann oferbraed 

beorgas steape^ 

and 86 h^lga wfiea 2615 

t6 hofe landed, 

dedr and d6nigeom 

in 'pset dimoie raeced ; 

sceal J^onne in ne^dcofan 

nihtlangne fyrst 2620 

waerfaest wunian 

wlc unsyfre. 

pk cdm seofona sum 

td sele geongan 

atol a^glaeca^ 2635 

yfela gemyndig, 

morSres manfired 

myrce gescyrded, 

dedful ded^redw 

dugu'Sum beredfod. aeao 

Ongan t6 }^km h^lgan 

hospword sprecan : 

Hwaet hogodest ]7U, Andreas^ 

hidercyme J'lnne 

on wr^^ra geweald. 2635 

Hwaet is wuldor )>ln 

)?e yd oferhygdum 

upp Arfiferdest, 

ypi yd goda ussa 

gilp gehnsegdest ; 2640 

hafast nii ye knum 



with a new voice, 

malice again arose 

until the sun went 

gliding to its setting, 

under the dark promontory ; 

night covered over, 

brown, wan, it overspread 

the steep mountains, 

and the holy one was 

led to the house, 

dear and virtuous 

to the dim dwelling ; 

there he must in misery's bonds 

the whole night long 

steadfast inhabit 

a foul dwelling. 

Then came with seven more 

unto the hall 

the foul wretch, 

mindful of mischief, 

murderous lord of crime 

with darkness surrounded, 

a savage devil 

bereft of virtue. 

He began to the holy one 

to speak words of reviling : 

" What thinkest thou, Andrew, 

of thy coming hither 

into the power of thy foes ? 

What is thy glory 

that in thy pride 

thou liftedst up, 

when thou of our gods 

the glory wouldst humble ; 

now hast thou on thyself 
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eall getihhad 

land and le6de^ 

swA dyde l&redw ]7ln, 

cyne)?rym Ah6f, 2645 

]?^m wffis Crist nania, 

ofer middangeard 

]^ynden hit meahte swk ; 

]7one Herodes 

ealdre besny^ede, aeso 

forc6m aet campe 

cyning lud^a^ 

rices beraedde, 

and hine r6de befealg, 

padt he on gealgan his 2665 

gist onsende. 

Swi ic nH bebedde 

beamuin inlmim 

pegnum ]?ryi$fullum 

)>aet hie ]>e hnaegon 2660 

gingran aet gii'Se. 

Laeta^ gires ord^ 

earh settre gemfiel^ 

ingedtlfan 

in faeges ferS ; 2665 

gk^ fromllce 

)78et ge gtcSfvein 

gylp forb^gan ! 

Hie wa^ron redwe 

rsesdon on s6na 2670 

gifrum gripum ; 

hine god forstdd 

staiSulfaest stedrend 

]^urh his strangan miht. 

SiiS'San hie oncnedwon 2675' 

Cristes rdde 



brought all 
the land and people, 
as thy teacher did, 
he set up kingly pretensions, 
who was named Christ, 
over all the earth 
as long as it was allowed him; 
him did Herod 
deprive of life, 
be overcame in war 
the king of the Jews, 
deprived him of his realm, 
and fastened him on a rood, 
that he upon a gallows 
his spirit gave up. 
So do I now command 
my sons 

my strong thanes 
to humble thee 
his disciple in wan 
Let the javelin-point, 
the arrow stained with poison, 
dig into 

the life of the doomed one ; 
go boldly 

that ye the warrior's 
pride may bow ! '* 
They were fierce, 
soon they rushed on 
with greedy grapplings ; 
God stood before him 
steadfastly guiding him 
through his mighty power. 
■ After they recognized 
of Christ's rood 
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in&re tftcen 

wurdon hie )>A acle, 

on pkm onfenge forhte, 

and on fle^m numen. 2660 

Ongan eft swk &r 

ealdgenliSla^ 

helle baeftling, 

hearmled^ galan : 

Hwaet wearS edw swa rdfum, 

rincas mine, 2686 

lindgesteallan^ 

)?8et e<5w swi lyt gespedw ? 

Earmsceapen 

llgef andsware, 2690 

f&h fyniscea^a^ 

and his feeder oncwse'S : 

Ne magon we him lungre 

ItcS ffitfaestan^ 

swylt J?urh searwe ; 2695 

gk J?e sylfa t6, 

]7aer ^d gegninga 

gd^e findest^ 

fr^cne feohtan^ 

gif 'pii furSur dearst 2700 

id ]>km Snhagan 

aldre gene^an. 

We 'pe niagon e&Se 

eorla le<5f6st, 

£et ykm secgplegan 2705 

s^lre gelseran, 

&r ]>Cl geninga 

gd^e fremme, 

wiges wdman ; 

weald J?ii J?e saele 2710 

8et 'pkm gegnslege. 



the mighty token 

terrified they became, 

afraid of the contest, 

and thrown into flight. 

Then again began as before 

the old fiend, 

hell's captive, 

to sing a mournful song : 

" How befell it you so bold, 

my warriors, 

my shield-comrades, [little?" 

that your success has been so 

One wretched one 

made answer, . 

a variecoloured fiend, 

and thus addressed his father : 

" We cannot him at all 

afflict with pain, 

with death by our snares ; 

go thither thyself, 

there wilt thou before thee 

find war, 

a savage contest, 

if at all thou darest 

against the solitary 

wager thy life ! 

We may easily 

dearest of earls, 

at the play of men 

teach thee better, 

before thou again 

attempt war, 

the rush of battle ; 

guard thyself the better 

in the change of blows. 
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Uton gangan eft 

]fset we bysmrigen 

bendum fsestne^ 

©•Bwlton him his wrsBcstS ; 

habba'S word gearu 2716 

wi^ ^m Agla^can 

eall getrahtod ! 

pk hled^rade 

hltldan stefne 2720 

wltum bews^led^ 

and J?aet word gecwae'S : 

"pH iSe Andreas 

aclaeccraeftum 

lange f ^redes ; . 2726 

hwaet pt ledda feala 

forledlce and forlserdest. 

Nii leng ne miht 

gewealdan ]7y weorc6, 

pe sind witu J^ses grim 2730 

weotud be gewyrhtum ; 

yd scealt w6rigm6d, 

hedn hrcSra leds^ 

hearm )>r6wigan, 

sare swyltcwale ; 2735 

secgas mine 

t6 y^ca g{L'Splegan 

gearwe sindon^ 

yk ]7e seninga 

ellenweorcum 2740 

unfyrn fica 

feorh fiet]7ringan ; 

hwylc is J^aes mihtig » 

ofer middangeard 

J?8Bt he )?e Alyse 2745 



Let us go again 

and revile 

him fast in bonds^ 

let us twit him with his misery; 

we have words ready 

against the wretch 

all arranged ! " 

Then called 

with a loud voice 

the stained with torments^ 

and these words spake : 

" Thou Andrew 

with juggling craft 

hast long been conversant ; 

lo thou many people 

hast deceived and seduced ! 

Now mayst thou no longer 

have power over thy work, 

to thee such grim torments 

are adjudged according to thy 

acts; 
thou shalt^ weary of mood, 
degraded and hopeless, 
suffer wretchedness, 
sore death ; 
my warriors 
for the battle-play 
are ready, 
who thee altogether 
in deeds of valour 
will in little time 
of life deprive ; 
who is so mighty 
throughout the earth 
as to release thee 
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of leo'Subendum^ 

manna cynnes 

ofer mine est ? 

Him J?A Andreas 

kgef andsware : 2750 

Hwset me ei^e 

ffilmihtig god 

ni'Sa neregend, 

se ^e in niedum iti 

gefsestnode 2755 

fyrnum clommum, 

]?8er ^ si««an k 

susle gebunden, 

in wraec wunne, 

wuldres blunne ; 2760 

siiSiSan ^ti forhogodes 

heofoncyninges word, 

f&r waes yfles 6r, 

ende naefre 

l^ines wraeces wearj^e'5, 2766 

'pii scealt wt^an feorh 

6can J?lne yrmSu ; 

'pe bi^ k symble 

of dsege on dseg 

drohta'S strcngra. 2770 

Dk wearS on fledme 

se J?e J?a fseiSo iu 

wi^ god geara 

grimme gefremede. 

C6m pk on uhtan 2775 

mid serdsege 

hffi^enra hlo« 

b^liges ne<5sau 

Ie6da weorude ; 

h^ton l^dan tit 2760 



from thy fetters, 

of the race of men 

against my will?" 

Him then Andrew 

an answer gave : 

*' Lo easily may save me 

Almighty God 

the saviour of men, [yore 

who thee in wretchedness of 

fastened 

with fiery fetters, 

where thou ever since 

bound down in torment, 

hast dwelt in misery, 

hast been deprived of glory ; 

since thou despisedst 

the word of Heaven's King, 

(there was the beginning of evil, 

never the end 

of thy misery shall be !) 

thou shalt for ever 

increase thy wretchedness ; 

to all eternity 

from day to day 

harder shall be thy condition ! *' 

Then was driven to flight 

he who the feud of yore 

readily against God 

had grimly undertaken. 

Then at twilight came 

with early day 

a troop of heathens 

to visit the holy one 

with a host of men ; 

they bid lead out 
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]?robtheardne yegn 

J^riddaD sV&e ; 

woldon ininga 

ellenrdfes 

mdd gemiltan ; ares 

hit ne mibte swil. 

Da wses nedwinga 

nV& onhr^red ^ 

heard on hete^ 

grim waes se b&Iga wer mo 

sftre geswungen, 

searveum gebunden, 

dolgbennum J'urhdrifen, 

]?endeii daeg lyhte. 

Ongan pk getf morm6d f79ft 

16 gode cleopian 

heard of haefte, 

h&lgan stefbe ; 

wedp w6rigfer5 

and ptRt word gecwse'S : asoo 

Naefre ic gef^rde 

mid fredn willan^ 

under beofonhwealfe^ 

heardran drobtno'S, 

]?&r ic dryhtnes s^ 2805 

d^man sceolde ; 

sint me leo^S tdlocen, 

He 8^re gebrocen, 

b&nhiis blddfftg, 

benna wealla'S, 2810 

seono dolgsw&tige. 

Hwset ]>u sigora weard, 

dryhten h&lend, 

on dsges tide 

mid lud^am 2815 

VBRC. 



the courageous thane 

for the third time; 

they would entirely 

the bold man's 

mood subdue ; 

so it might not be ! 

Then was anew 

malice excited 

hard in hatred, 

fierce was the holy man 

with wounds smitten, 

with fetters bound, 

with wounds pierced through, 

as long as day gave light. 

Then sad of mood he began 

to cry to God 

hard from his captivity, 

with holy voice ; 

weary of bis life he wept 

and spake the word : 

^* Never did I experience 

by the Lord's will, 

under the vault of heaven, 

a harder treatment, 

where I the law of the Lord 

should judge ; 

my limbs are loosed, 

my body broken with pain, 

my bone-house stained with 

my wounds bubUe, [blood, 

my sinews sweating blood ! 

Lo ! thou Lord of victory. 

Lord Saviour, 

in the day-time 

amongst the Jews 
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gedmor wurde, 

'pk )?u of gealgan, 

god lifigende 

fyrnweorca fre^, 

td teder cleopodest, a82o 

cyninga wuldor, 

and cwsede )7us : 

Ic )?e, feeder engla 

frignan wille^ 

llfes ledhtfruma^ 2825 

hwset forlsetest J^u me ? 

and ic nu }>ry dagas 

J^olian sceolde 

waelgrim wltu ? 

bidde ic weoroda god 283o 

]78et ic g&st minue 

&gifan mdte, 

s&wla symbelgifa^ 

on }>ines sylfes hand ! 

pu. J?aet geh^te 2836 

Jjurh ]?ln h^lig word 

]fk )?u ii& twelfe 

trymman ongunne^ 

]?8et us heter6fra 

hild ne gescedde, 284o 

n^ llces dsel 

lungre o'S'Sedded, 

n^ sinu ne b4n 

on swaiSe lagon, 

n€ loc of he^fde 2845 

t6 forlore wurde, 

gif we ]?lne lAre 

Isestan woldon. 

Nii sint sionwe tdslowen, 

is mln swAt AiSroven, 285o 



wert sorrowful, 
when thou from the cross, 
thou living God 
Lord of creation, 
calledst to the Father, 
glory of kings, 
and thus didst say : 
Father of angels I thee 
will ask, 

Prince of life, 

why hast thou forsaken me ? 
and now for three days I 
must suffer 
savage torments ? 

1 pray thee God of hosts 
that I my life 

may yield up, 

O joy-giver of souls, 

into thine own hand ! 

Thou didst promise that, 

by thy holy word, 

when thou us twelve 

beganst to confirm, 

that us our enemy's 

war should not injure, 

nor divorce from life 

ever affect us, 

nor sinew nor bone 

on swathe should lie, 

nor lock from our heads 

be lost, 

if we thy lore 

would perform. 

Now are my sinews crampt, 

now is my blood sprinkled. 
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licga'S ffifter lande 

loccas t6drifene 

fex on foldan ; 

is me feorhged&l 

ledfre micl^ asss 

J'onne ]?e<5s lifcearo. 

Him yk stefn oncws'S 

stl^hycgendum^ 

wuldor cyninges 

word hlediSrode : 386o 

Ne w^p J^one wrsdcsfS 

wine ledfesta 

nis ^e t6 fr^cne ; 

ic ]>e friiSe healde 

mlnre mundbyrde^ vbb 

mffigene besette ; 

me is miht ofer eall 

* * ♦ 

sigorsp^d geseald ! 

S6« )?aet gecy«e« 

msenig set me^le 287o 

on 'pkm miclan dsege, 

)?8et ]?aet geweorSe^ 

l^aet )?e6s wlitige gesceaft^ 

heofon and eorSe 

hredsa^ id gadore, «75 

ser ^w&ged sie 

worda aenig 

^e ic J'urh mlnne mii^S 

me'Slan onginne. 



throughout the land there lie 

my driven locks 

my hair upon the ground ; 

to me is death itself 

much dearer 

than this life-care ! " 

Him then a voice addressed 

proudly thinkings 

the King of glory's 

word resounded : 

" Weep not thy wretchedness, 

dearest friend, 

too hard it is not for thee ; 

I hold thee in peace 

in my protection, 

with strength set thee about ; 

to me is power over all 

* ♦ ♦ 

and glory of victory given ! 

Truly that shall exhibit 

the multitude in our reckoning 

on the great day, 

that it shall happen 

that this beauteous creation, 

this heaven and earth 

shall fall together, 

ere be removed 

any word 

which I through my mouth 

have once spoken. 



Geseob nd seolfes swfle'Se, «8o Behold now thine own track, 
sw& l^in sw^t Age^t where thy blood poured forth 

puvh b^ngebrec through the breaking of bones 

bl6dige stlge, a bloody path, 

liclaelan, the body's spots, 

G 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 



THE LEGEND OF ST. ANDREW. 



n6 ^ lkSe% mft 9885 

]?urh daro'Sa gedrep 

ged6n mdton^ 

]?a ^e heardra m&st 

hearma gefremedon. 
I pk on last beseah tsoct 

I ledflic cempa^ 

sefter wordcwidum 

wuldor cyninges j 

geseh he gebldwene 

bearwas standan^ 2895 

blaedum gehrodene 

SW& he &r his bldd ^£t. 

Da wordd cwae^ 

wigendra hle6 : 

Sie ]>e ]?aiic and lof, 3900 

]?etfda waldend 

t6 wldan feore 

wuldor on he<$fonum9 

]fSRS yti me on s&re, 

sigedryhten mtn, 2905 

ell]>e6digne 

kn ne forl^te. 

Sw& se daedfruma 

dryhten herede 

bUgan stefne^ 2910 

o'SSset h&dor s»gl 

wuldortorht gew^t 

under scriiSan. 

pk ]7a folctogan 

feorSan stSe^ 9915 

egle ondsacan^ 

asSeling l&ddon 

td ]?&m carcerne ; 

woldon crsefta gehygd 



nothing worse to thee 

through stroke of darts 

may do 

they who the worst of hard 

harms inflicted on thee ! " 

Then looked behind him 

the dear champion^ 

after these words 

of the King of glory ; 

he saw blowing 

bowers standi 

laden with blossoms [spilled. 

where he before his blood had 

Then spake with words 

the refuge of warriors : 

^^ Thanks be to thee and praise 

Ruler of nations 

for ever and ever 

glory in the heavens, 

that thou me in anguish^ 

my glorious Lord^ 

like a stranger 

hast not deserted ! ^' 

Thus the prince 

praised the Lord 

with holy voice, 

till the serene constellation 

wondrous bright departed 

again to set. 

Then the leaders of the people 

for the fourth time, 

fierce apostates, 

led the noble 

to the dungeon ; [power, 

they would the thought of 
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magoraedendes 2920 

mdd oncyrran 

on ]?sere deorcan niht. 

pk com dryhten 

in ^sBt hlinraBced 

hsBle'Sa wuldor^ 993s 

and 'pk wine slnne 

wordum gr^tte^ 

and fr6fre gecwss^ ; 

feeder mancynnes^ 

lifes Ikredw, 2090 

h^ht his lichoman 

hllles briican : Ne scealt }Ki 

in hendum k leng 

searobffibbendra 

s^r )?rdwian. 2935 

Aras yk maegene rdf^ ssegde 

meotude pane, 

hkl of haefbe^ 

heardra wita ; 

nses him gewemmed wlite 2940 

n^ wldh of hrsegle 

lungre ^lysed, 

n^ loc of heifde^ 

n^ hkn gebrocen^ 

n^ bI6dig wund 2946 

Ilcgelenge^ 

n^ l^«es d&l 

]?urh dolgslege 

dredre best^med ; 

ac wses eft swft fier 2960 

}mrh ^k seiSelan miht 

lof ISdende^ 

and on his lice trum. 



the councillor's * 

mood turn back 

in the dark night. 

Then came the Lord 

into that cavern-house 

glory of menj 

and there his friend 

with words he greeted^ 

and promised comfort; 

the Father of mankind, 

teacher of life, 

commanded his body 

to enjoy safety : [hands 

^^ Thou shalt no longer in the 

of these armed men 

sorrow sufiFer !'* 

Then rose the famed for 

strength, he said 
thanks to God, 
whole from his captivity, 
of the savage torments ; 
neither was his beauty injured, 
nor a fringe of his garment 
even loosened, 
nor a lock of his head, 
nor a bone broken, 
nor bloody wound 
belonging to his body, 
nor any evil 

through wounding«blow 
with blood bestained ; 
but he was again as before 
through that noble might 
giving praise, 
and in his body whole. 
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Hwaet ic hwtle nA 

h&liges l^re 2955 

le<5i5giddinga lof 

fees ]fe worhte 

wordum wemde, 

wyrd undyme, 

ofer min gem^t. 2960 

Micel is td eecganne^ 

laiigsum leomung, 

)?aet he in life ^dre^g 

call sefter orde ; 

)?8et scell legledwra 2966 

mann on moldan 

)?onne ic me tselige 

findan on ferSe^ 

)?aet fram fruman cunne 

eall ]7a earfe^o 2970 

)?e he mid ehi^ kdre&hj 

grimra gCl'Sa. 
^ Hwae'Sre git sceal 
' on lytlum sticcum 

led'Sworda ds^l 2975 

furSur reccan. 

DsRt is fym saegen 

ht he weorna feala 

wlta ge]7olode 

heardra hilda 2980 

in J^flere hs^-Senan byrig. 

He be wealle geseah 

wundrum faeste 

under saelwange 

sweras unlytle 2935 

stapulas standan^ 

storme bedrifene, 

eald enta geweorc. 



Lo ! I now awhile 

the lore of the saint 

the praise of songs 

because I wrought 

in words have spoiled^ 

an evident fortune ! 

beyond my power. 

Much is it to say^ 

a tedious task, 

what he endured in life 

all in succession ; 

that must a more learned 

man on earth 

than I repute myself 

invent in spirit^ [knoweth 

who from the beginning 

all the sufferings 

that he courageously endured, 

of fierce wars. 

Yet will I still 

in little fragments 

words of song 

further relate. 

It was said before 

how he a multitude 

of torments endured 

of hard onsets 

in the heathen town. 

He saw by the wall 

wondrous fast 

upon the plain 

mighty pillars 

columns standing, 

driven by the storm, 

the antique work of giants. 
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He wi'S &nne }>£era 
mihtig and mddr6f 2990 

mae^el geh4(]e^ 
wis wundrum gle^w 
word stundeahdf : 
Geh^r fd marmanstAn, 
ineotudes rsedum^ 2995 

fore J^aes onsyne 
ealle gesceafte 
forhte geweorSaiS, 
}?onne hie fseder geseoiS^ 
heofonas and eorSan^ sooo 
herigea mseste 
on middangeard 
mancynn s^can ! 
Laet nil of ]7inum sta^ole 
8tre£mas weallan^ aoos 

ed in fl^de ; 
ndye selmihtig 
h&te'S heofona cyning 
pset pu hraedlice 
on ]7i8 fraete folc aoio 

forS onsende 
waeter wldrincg 
td wera cwealme^ 
geofon gedtende. 
Hwset yd golde eart aois 
sincgife sylla ; 
on J?e sylf cyning 
wrAt wuldres god, 
wordum cyiSde 
recene geryno, 3020 

and rihte Sb 
get&cnode 
I on tyn wordum ; 



He with one of them 

mighty and strong of mood 

held converse, 

wise and wondrous prudent 

he raised at once the word : 

^^ Hear thou marble stone, 

by the command of God, 

before whose face 

all creatures 

shall tremble, 

when they behold the Father, 

the heavens and the earth, 

with the greatest of hosts 

upon the earth 

visit the race of men ! 

Now let from thy foundation 

streams bubble out, 

a river in flood ; 

now thee the Almighty 

King of Heaven commandeth 

that thou at once 

upon this obstinate people 

send forth 

a rushing stream of water 

for the destruction of the men, 

a gushing ocean. 

Lo thou art than gold [cious; 

or gift of treasure more pre- 

on thee the King himself 

the God of glory carved, 

in words made known 

at once his mysteries, 

and his true law 

tokened 

in ten sentences ; 
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meotud mibtum swtS 

MoyBe aealde ; 9025 

8W& hit sdSfseste 

si'S'San hedldon 

mddige mago}>egna8^ 

magas sine^ 

godfyrhte guman^ aoso 

losua and Tobias. 

Nix ^^ mibt gecn&wan 

ptet jfe cyning engla 

gefraetwode 

furSur micl6 3035 

giofuin ge&rdagum 

)K)nne eall gimma cynn 

)7urh his hllige be^s. 

pii scealt hrse'Se cyiSan^ 

gif )^ his ondgitan 3040 

&nige hsebbe. 

Nses 'pk wordlatu 

wihte ]n>d mfire 

"padtse stiLn tAgkn, 

stre&m ^t kwe6il, 9045 

fle<5w ofer foldan, 

f&mige walcan 

mid &rdaBge 

eorSan J^ehton ; 

miclade merefldd^ soso 

meodu scerpen wearS 

flefter symbeldaege ; 

sUepe tdbrugdon 

searubsebbende ; 

sund grunde onftng soss 

dedpe gedr£fed; 

duguiS wearB fifyrhted 

yurh pm^ fl6de8 fi^r ; 



the Lord mighty of power 

gave thee to MoBes ; 

as it the soothfast 

since maintained 

the bold servants^ 

bis own tribe^ 

god-fearing men^ 

Joshua and Tobias. 

Now mayst thou acknowledge 

that thee the King of angels 

adorned 

much more 

with gifts in days of yore 

than all the kinds of gems 

through his holy command. 

Thou shalt speedily show 

if thou understanding of him 

have any.*' 

There was no delay 

more than 

that the stone split open, 

the stream bubbled forth, 

it flowed over the ground, 

the foaminjg billows 

at break of day 

covered the earth ; 

the sea-flood increased, 

the mead was spilled 

after the day of feasting^ 

from sleep burst up 

the warriors ; 

the sea seized on the earth 

deeply convulsed ; 

terrifiedwere the leaders [flood; 

thro* the sudden onset of the 
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f&ge Bwulton 
gednge on geofene^ 
gu'Srses fornam 
]?urh scealtes sw^g ; 

"padt waes sorgbyrtJen 
biter bedrj^egn 5 
byrlas ne gs^ldon^ 
ombeht jfegnas, 
}^8^r W8es fi^lcum gendg 
fram dseges orde 
drync sdna gearu ! 
Wedx wffiteres frym, 
weras cw&nedon^ 
ealde sescberend^ 
waes him utmyne 
fledn fealone stream, 
woldon feore beorgan^ 
id dunscraefum 
drohtoiS s^can 
eorSan andwist ; . 
him 'padt engel forstdd 
se ]7a burh oferbr»gd 
blacan lyge 
h&tan hea'Sowealme ; 
hredh wses ]7&rinne 
beitende brim^ 
ne mihte beoma hl6i$ 
of ]?am ffiestenne 
fle&me spdwan ; 
wsegas wedxon^ 
wadu hlynsodon^ 
flugon fyrgnftstas, 
fl6d y^um wedll ; 
)?fier waes y*f3mde 
innan burgum 



the destined perished 
ao6o young in the ocean, 

the war-rush carried them away 

through the tumult of the salt 
wave J 

that was a sorry burthen, 

a bitter service of beer ; 
9065 the butlers delayed not, 

the attendant thanes, 

there was for each enough 

from break of day 

of drink prepared ! 
9070 Waxed the water's power, 

the men lamented, 

the old warriors, 

they desired to escape 

to fly from the yellow stream, 
9075 they would save their lives, 

in mountain caverns 

seek a refuge 

the support of the earth ; 

them an angel withstood 
9000 who spread abroad over the 

pale fire [town 

hot warlike floods ; 

fierce was therein 

the beating sea, 
9065 nor might the troop of men 

from their fiistness 

succeed in flight ; 

the waves waxed, 

the torrents roared, 
3090 fire-sparks flew aloft, 

the flood boiled with its waves; 

there might easily be found 

within the dwellings 
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ge<5morgidd wrecen, 

geh'So msenan, 3095 

forhtferS nianig, 

fusle6« galen ! 

Egesllc ffiled 

e^syne wearS, 

heardlic herete£m^ 3100 

hIeo'Sor grynelic ! 

purh lyftgelAc 

leges blaestas 

weallas ymbwurpon ; 

waeter micladon» 3105 

DAr waes wdp wera 

wide gehyred, 

earmlle ylda gedraeg ; 

pk 'p&T kn ongann 

fedsceaft haele'S 3110 

folc gadorigean, 

he&a hygegedmor 

he<5fende sprsec : 

NA ge magon sylfe 

sd% gecn^waD^ 3115 

\fadt we mid unrihte 

ellj^eddigiie 

on carcerne 

clommum belegdon, 

witebendum ; 3120 

<is se6 wyrd scy^e*8 

heard and hetegrim. 

* * pmt is swa cu«, 

is hit mlcl6 s^lre^ 

]78es ]7e ic sd'S talige, 3125 

]7flet we hine ^ysan 

of leo^bendum, 

ealle ^nmdde^ 



a song of sorrow sung, 
misery bemoaned^ 
many a spirit terrified, 
the death-song sung ! 
The terrible fire 
was visible to the eye, 
the fierce war-oflfspring, 
the horrible noise ! 
Flying through the air 
the blasts of fire 
overwhelmed the walls ; 
the waters increased. 
Then was the cry of men 
heard afar off, 

the wretched tumult of mor- 
tals; 
there then began one 
a wretched man 
to gather the people, 
humble, sad of mind 
weeping he spake : 
^^ Now ye yourselves 
the truth may acknowledge, 
that we unjustly 
the stranger 
in the prison 
loaded with chains, 
with bonds of torment ; 
us doth fate pursue 
hard and grim in hate. 
* * that is so known, 
is it much better, 
as I the truth repute, 
that we release him 
from his limb-bonds, 
all unanimously. 
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3130 



3140 



3145 



dfost is s616st, 

and tl3 ]7one h^lgan 

helpe biddan 

gedce and frdfre ; 

tls btS gearu sdna 

sibb sefter sorge 

gif we SICE'S t6 him. 3135 

pk 'padr Andrea 

ongete wearS 

on fyrhiSlocan 

folces gebaero, 

)^£^r wses mddigra 

maegen forb^ged, 

wlgendra J^rym ; 

wseter fee'Smedon^ 

fledw firgendstredm^ 

Add wsBS on luste 

0*8 ]7set bredst oferst^^ 

brim weallende, 

eorlum o^ exle ; 

]7a se ae'Seling h£t 

stre^mfare stillan^ siso 

stormas restan 

ymb st&nhleo'Su ; 

8t6p ut hrsBiSe 

c^ne coUenfeJfS, 

carcerDe ageaf^ 3155 

gledwmdd gode ledf. 

Him gearu sdna 

]?urh stre^mrsece 

straet waes gerymed ; 

smeolt wses se sigewang, 3160 

symble waes dryge 

folde fram fl6de, 

swk his fdt gestdp. 



the sooner the better, 

and for us from the saint 

implore help 

aid and comfort ; 

soon ready for us will be 

peace after our sorrow 

if we seek it at his hands/' 

There then to Andrew 

became known 

in his heart 

the bearing of the people, 

that there was of the haughty 

the power bent, 

the glory of the warriors ; 

the waters enveloped them, 

the mountain-torrent flowed, 

the flood had its pleasure 

until it overtopped the breast, 

the boiling sea, 

above men's shoulders ; 

then the noble commanded \ 

the water-course to be still, 

the storms to rest 

about the hills of stone ; 

out quickly stepped he 

bold and firm of mind, 

his prison he relinquished, 

prudent and dear to God. 

For him was soon 

through the stream's course 

a passage made ; 

serene was the plain of victory, 

at once was dry 

the earth from the flood, 

where his foot stepped. 
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Wurdon burgware 
bltSe on m6de^ 
ferh%gefe6nde. 
pk W6es forScumen 
gedc aefter gyrne, 
geofon swa'Srode 
I'urh bftliges h&s^ 
hlyst yst forgeaf^ 
brimr&d geb^d^ 
yk se beorg tdhlftd 
> eorSscraef egeslic 
and yi^T in forl^t 
Add feiSmian^ 
f ealewe w^gas 
gedtende gegrind 
grund eall forswealg ; 
nalas he J^^r yiSe 
ftne bisencte^ 
ah )?fles weorudes e^c 
'pk wyrrestan, 
fk folcsceaiSan 
feowertyne 

gewiton mid yf waegA 
in forwyrd sceacan 
under eorSgrund. 
Bk wearS acolm6d 
forht ferS manig 
folces on I^ste^ 
w^ndon hie and * * 
wera cwealmes 
J^earlra gej^inga, 
yreege hnftgran^ 
si'S'San mane fk 
morSorscyldige^ 
gii'Sgel&can^ 



The inhabitants were 
3185 blithe of mood, 
in spirit rejoicing. 

Then was come forth 

comfort after sorrow, 
the ocean subsided 
3170 through the saint's command^ 

the storm gave up its rage^ 

the sea-road stopped, 

then clove the hill 

a fearfid cavern 
3175 and there let in 

the flood to b^ einbraced, 

the yellow waveld < 

the pouring commotion 

the abyss swallowed up ; 
3180 yet not the wave 

alone he plunged beneath, 

but also of the host 

the worst, 

the eminent villains, 
3185 fourteen 

departed with the wave 

into destruction 

under the abyss. 

Then was terrified 
3190 and afraid many a spirit 

among the people, 

they thought and * * 

the slaughter of the men 

of severer conditions> 
3195 a gentler period, 

since the stained with crime 

the guilty of murder, ' 

the war-players, 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LEGEND OP ST. ANDREW. 



93 



under grund hruron. 

Hie yk anm6de saoo 

ealle cw^don : 

Ntl is gesyne 

'pasit 'pe b69 meotud 

cjming eallwihta 

crseftum wealdeiS> saos 

se piBne kr 

hider onsende 

pe6dum t6 helpe. 

Is nt, peart micel 

pset we gumcystum saio 

georne hyran. 

pk se h&Iga ongann 

haeleiS blissigean 

wlgeiidra pveit^ 

wordum r^tan : ssis 

Ne beo« ge t6 forhte 

]7^h J^e fell curen 

synnigra cynn, 

swylt ]nrdwode^ 

wlta be gewyrtum ; ssao 

edw is wuldres ledht 

torht ontyned 

^f ge teala hycgaiS. 

Sende ]^ bis b^ne 

fore beam godes, ssv 

beed hWgne 

helpe gefremman 

gumena gedgoiSe, 

pe on geofene &r 

]?urh flddes feiSm saso 

feorh gesealdon ; 

padt pk gistas 

g6de orfeorme^ 



rested under the ground. 

They then unanimously 

all said : 

** Now is it visible 

that a true God 

King of all creatures 

powerfully governeth^ 

who this messenger 

hither hath sent 

for a help to these nations. 

Now is it very needful 

that we this exceUent man 

should gladly hear V* 

Then the saint began 

the man to bless 

the troop of warriors, 

with words to comfort: 

*' Be not ye too terrified 

although death chose 

the race of sinners, 

death hath suffered, [deeds ; 

punishment according to their 

to you the light of glory 

bright is opened 

if ye think well." 

Then sent he up his prayer 

before the Son of God, 

he bade him holy 

to give help 

to the young men of the people, 

who in the ocean before 

through the flood's embrace 

had life given up ; 

that their spirits 

by God deserted, 
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in wlta forwyrd, 

wuldre bescyrede, 3235 

in fednda geweald 

gef^red wurdan. 

pA ];a3t fierende 

ealwealdan gode^ 

aefter hled^orcwidum 3340 

beiges g^stes, 

wses on ]7anc sprecen, 

}^e<5da rseswan ; 

h^t ]fk onfiunde 

eaile &risan 3345 

gednge of gredte 

)?a &r geofon cwealde. 

pA ^&r dfostllce 

upp&stddon 

manige on me'Sle^ 3250 

mine gefrege 

eaforan unweaxne; 

'Sa wses eall geador 

160*50110 and g^tlic, 

]?e£b bie lungre ser 3255 

]?urh flddes faer 

feorh ^l^ton ; 

onf^ngon fulwlhte 

and freo'Suweere 

wuldres wedde, 3260 

wltum ^spedde, 

mundbyrd meotudes. 

Bt se raddiga h^t^ 

cyninges crfleftigra, 

ciricean getimbran, 3265 

gerwan godes tempel^ 

'past sid gedgo'S krks 

)?urb feeder fulwibt^ 



into the destruction of torments^ 
of glory cut oflf, 
into the power of fiends 
should [not] be carried. 
Then was that message 
to Almighty God, 
through the prompting 
of the Holy Ghost, 
spoken to pleasure, 
the Prince of nations ; 
he commanded in safety 
all to arise 
young from the sand 
whom the sea before had slain. 
Then there with speed 
stood up 

many in the congregation, 
as I have heard, 
young ungrown progeny ; 
there was all together 
the bodily and the ghostly, 
though they a little while be- 
through the flood's rush [fore 
their life had lost; 
baptism they received 
and the covenant of peace 
with the pledge of glory, 
made prosperous by their suf- 
the protection of God. [ferings. 
Then commanded the bold one, 
than a king more powerful, 
to build a church, 
to raise a temple to God, 
where the young men arose 
through the father's baptism. 
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3270 



and se Add onsprang. 

pk gesamnadon 

secga ]?redte, 

weras geond pa, winburg 

wide and side, 

eorlas ^umdde, 

and hira idesa mid ; 3275 

cwsedon, holdlice 

hyran woldon 

onf6n fromlice 

fullwihtes bseiS 

dryhtne to willan, 3280 

and didfolgild, 

ealde ealhstedae 

^nforlsetan. 

Dk wses mid yf folc6 

fulwiht hsefen 3285 

se'Sele mid eorlum, 

and se godes 

riht ^rsered, 

rsed on lande 

mid )7&m ceastervrarum, 3290 

ciriee geh^lgod ; 

]?8er se ^r godes 

^nne gesette 

wlsfaestne wer 

wordes gle^wne 3295 

in 'padre beorhtan byrig, 

biseeop pkm leddum, 

and geh^gode 

fore pBxa heremsegene, 

}mrh apostolh^d, ssoo 

Platan nemned, 

]7eddum on peaxte ; 

and |?riste bebe^d 



and the flood departed. 
Then collected together 
in a host of men, [city 

the men throughout the war- 
far and wide, 
the earls with one accord, 
and their wives with them ; 
they said obediently 
they would hear 
and piously receive 
the bath of baptism 
to please the Lord, 
and their idolatry, 
their old temples 
would desert. 

Then was among the people 
baptism raised 
noble among the men, 
and God's law 
right set up, 
counsel on the land 
among the inhabitants, 
a church consecrated 3 
there God's messenger 
placed one 
wise man 
prudent of speech 
in the bright town, 
a bishop over the people, 
and hallowed him 
before the host, 
through apostolic power, 
Plato named, 
for the people's need ; 
and boldly commanded 
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pat hie his l&re 
l&ston geome^ 
feorhr^d fremedon ; 



3306 



sfiegde his ttsne hyge, 

psBt he ysL goldburg 

ofgifan wolde^ 

secga seledre&m 3310 

and siDCgestredn^ 

beorht bedgselu^ 

and him brim]nsan 

aetjss^s faroiSe 

s^can wolde. 3315 

Daet waes \fkva. weorode 

weor td ge]7oligenne 

"ptBt hie se leodfruma 

leng ne wolde 

wihte gewunian* 3320 

Dk him wuldres god 

on ^km sl^fsete 

sylfum aetywde 

and )?8et word gecwae'S 

weoroda dryhten : ssas 

* * * 

* * * 

foic of firenum ; 
is him fCls hyge, 
g&S geomriende^ 
geohiSo manna's 
weras wlf samod. 3330 

Him pk wdp becom, 
murnende m6iS 
:|e * ♦ 

♦ ♦ 9|C 

fore snedwan. 



that they his teaching 
should zealously follow, 
should do what would benefit 

their souls ; 
he said his mind was to depart, 
that he the metropolis 
would desert, 

the joy of halls to the men 
and hoarded treasure, 
the bright ring-halls, 
and for himself a ship 
on the sea-shore 
would seek. 
That was for the host 
miserable to bear 
that with them the prince 
no longer would 
at all abide. 

Then to him the God of glory 
on his journey 
appeared 

and this word spake 
the Lord of hosts : 
* * * 

* * * 

people from their crimes ; 
their mind is ready for death, 
sorrowing they go about, 
their grief lament 
men and women together," 
To him the weeping came, 
the mourning mood 

9|C 9|C ♦ 

hasten forth. 
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Ne scealt fd psBt eowde 

^nforlsetan 3339 

on sw^ nidwan gefein, 

ah him uaman minne 

on ferh'Slocan 

fseste getimbre ; 

wuna in ^mre wlnbyrig, as4o 

wigendra hletf^ 

salu sinchroden^ 

seofon nihta fyrst, 

siiSiSan pt mid mildse 

mlnre forest. ssis 

pk eft gewAt 

6«r6 s«Sd 

m6dig maegene rdf 

Marmedonia 

ceastre s^can. 3350 

Cristenra wedx 

word and wisddm, 

si'S^San wuldres J^egn, 

se^elcyninges ir, 

e^gum s^won. 3355 

Lserde pk ]?a le<5de 
on gele^fan weg» 
trymede torhtllce ; 
tlreddigra 

wenede t6 wuldre sseo 

weorod unmfiete, 
id pkm h&lgan h&m, 
heofona rices, 
\f&v fseder and sunu 
and frdfre gast 3366 

in ]7rlnnes6e 
)?rymme wealde^S 
VBRe. 



Thou shalt not the flock 

desert 

in so new a joy^ 

but in them my name 

within their hearts 

fast build up ; 

remain in this metropolis, 

refuge of warriors, 

the halls adorned with treasure, 

a space of seven nights, 

then mayst thou depart 

with my grace." 

Then again departed 

a second time [power 

the courageous one famed for 

Mermedonia 

the city to visit. 

Of the Christians waxed 

the word and wisdom, 

after they the thane of glory, 

the messenger of the noble 

King, 
with their eyes beheld. 
There he taught the people 
in the way of faith, 
brightly he confirmed them ; 
of very blessed men 
he gained for glory 
an immeasurable multitude, 
to the holy home, 
of heaven's realm, 
where Father and Son 
and Spirit of comfort 
in trinity 
gloriously rule 
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in woruld worulda 

wuldorgestealda. 

Swylce se h^ga 3370 

berigeas J^re^de, 

dedfiilgild t6drlLf 

and gedwolan fylde ; 

]7set wees Satane 

8^ t6 gej^olienne, 3375 

micel modes sorg, 

)7fiet he ]?& menigeo geseah 

hweorfan hygeblt8e 

fram helltrafum 

]7urh Andreas 3380 

6ste Ure, 

td fsegeran gefedn ; 

y&r neefre fedndes ne bl'S 

g^stes gramhydiges 

gang on lande. 3335 

Sk waeron gefylde 

ffifter fre^n d6me 

dagas on rime 

8w^ him dryhten bebe^d^ 

]?8et he ]?& wederburg 3390 

wunian sceolde ; 

ongan bine ]fk f^san 

and t6 flAte gyrwan, 

blissum hr^mig 

wolde on brimj^isan 3395 

Achaie 

6«r6 sl«^ 

sylfa ges^can, 

"pSiv he s^wulged^l^ 

beaducwealm geb^d ; * 3400 

}7flet ykm banan ne wear's 

hleafre behworfen, 



to all eternity 

the mansions of glory. 

Also the saint 

rebuked the multitudes^ 

their idolatry he banished 

and their error put down ; 

that was for Satan 

hard to bear, 

a mighty sorrow of mind, 

when he beheld the many 

turn aside blithe of mood 

from hell's dwellings 

through Andrew's 

gentle lore, 

unto a fairer joy ; 

where never shall be fiend's 

or sav^e spirit's 

walk upon the land. 

Then were fulfilled 

according to the Lord's behest 

the days in number 

as the Lord commanded, 

that he the city of storms 

should inhabit ; 

then began he to prepare 

and to get ready for sailing, 

rejoicing in bliss 

he would in a ship 

Achaia 

a second time 

himself revisit, [soul, 

when he the separation of the 

war-death awaited ; 

that to his murderer was not 

with laughter accompanied^ 
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ah in helle ceafl 

s!^ ^sette^ 

and si's nd^ 3405 

f^h freonda leds, 

fr6fre ben6hte. 

Dk ic Is^dan gefr^egn 

ledda weorode 

ledfne Ikreow 3410 

t6 lides stefnan 

msecgas mddgedmre ; 

]7ser manegum waBs 

h&t aBt heortan, 

hjrge weallende. 3415 

Hie |?& gebrohton 

set brimes niesse 

on waegj^ele 

wigan unsl^wne ; 

st6don him ]?& on 6fre 3420 

fiefter re<5tan 

]?endon hie on y^um 

se'Selinga wunn 

ofer seolhw&'Su 

geseon niihton ; 3425 

and ]?^ weorSodon 

wuldres ^gend^ 

cleopodon on corSre, 

and cws^don pus : 

An is 6ce god 3430 

eallra gesceafta, 

is his miht and his seht 

ofer middangeard 

breme gebledsod^ 

and his bleed ofer eall 3435 

in heofon|?rynime 

h&lgum sclnei^^ 



but in the jaws of hell 

his journey he placed, 

and never since, 

hostile friendless, 

comfort he enjoyed. 

Then heard I that conducted 

with a troop of men 

the dear teacher 

to the prow of the ship 

the men sad of mood ; 

there was it to many a one 

hot at heart, 

the mind boiling. 

Then brought they 

at the sea-cliffs 

into his wave-house 

the active champion ; 

they stood there on the shore 

shouting after him 

as long as they upon the waves 

the joy of princes 

over the seal's paths 

could see; 

and there they worshipped 

the Lord of glory, 

they called in companies, 

and thus said : 

" One is the eternal God 

of all creatures, 

is his might and power 

throughout the earth 

gloriously blessed, 

and his joy over all 

in heaven's majesty 

shineth on his saints. 
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wlltige on wuldre, beauteous in glory 

t6 wldan ealdre for ever and ever 

£ce mid engluui ; 3440 eternally among angels ; 
]78et is ffi^ele cyning ! that is a noble king ! *' 



END OF THE LEGEND OP ST. ANDREW. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



ELENE AND MINOR POEMS. 



Thb poem of "Elene," the next in extent to that of "An- 
dreas/' is, like that, a paraphrase only of an apocryphal legend, 
which must have been widely current in the Middle Ages. Its 
real subject is the discovery of the Cross, upon which the Sa- 
viour suffered, which was supposed to have been accomplished 
by the agency of Constantine's mother. This fable was the 
occasion of a festival celebrated all over Europe, and it is pro- 
bable that some account of the transaction was in general 
circulation at a very early period. The source of the poem 
itself appears to be the Latin Life of Quiriacus or Cyriacus, 
bishop of Jerusalem, which will be found in the Acta Sanc- 
torum of the 5th May. It is probable that this was itself in- 
debted to a Greek original ; a version in that language exists 
in the Vatican ; but it is difficult to say whether the Greek or 
the Latin was in truth the earlier. As this still remains un- 
published, I have been unable to compare more than a few 
lines of it with the Anglo-Saxon paraphrase; but a close 
collation of the poem with the Latin legend leaves no doubt as 
to the origin of the former. Even the gross chronological 
error which places Constantine^s accession early in the third 
century, is duly copied from the Life of Cyriacus, and every 
detail is throughout borrowed from it. The following pas- 
sages, which are all extremely characteristic, deserve parti- 

a2 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 

cular attention : the apocryphal Life^ like the poem^ opens 
thus: — 

'^Anno ducentessimo tricessimo tertio, post passionem 
Domini nostri Jesu Christie regnant^ venerabili Dei cultore 
magno yiro Constantino, in sexto anno regni ejus, gens multa 
barbarorum congregata est super Danubium, parati ad bellum 
contra Romaniam/^ etc. 

There is, however, this distinction, that the Life dates from 
the passion, the poem from the incarnation of our Lord ; but 
the number of years is the same ; aiid this of itself seems 
proof enough that the Anglo-Saxon was indebted to this ori- 
ginal, but wandered from it, in consequence of the author 
being unacquainted with the era of the passion. 

Still more striking is the correspondence, in a dialogue 
between Judas (Cyriacus) and Elene, in which the queen 
refers to the History of the Trojan war, and which stands 
thus in the Life : ^' Judas dixit, Quemadmodum habetur in 
gestis, sunt jam anni ducenti plus minusve, et nos, cum simus 
juniores, quomodo possumus haec nosse ? Beata Helena dixit : 
Quomodo ante tantas generationes in Ilio et Troade factum 
est bellum, et omnes nunc commemorautur, qui ibi sunt mor- 
tui ; et monumenta eorum et loca scriptura tradit ? Judas 
dixit : Vere, Domina, quia conscripta sunt : nos autem non 
habemus haec conscripta." 

The author of the poem, who of himself would assuredly 
never have thought about the Trojan war, carefully reproduces 
the Empress's argument : — Hti is iSaet geworden, — on "Sisse 
werj?e<5de, — ^set ge swd monigfeald — on gemynd witon — alra 
t^cna gehwylc, — swaTroiana — }?urhgefeohtfremedon; — . . . . 
ge "JSaet geare cunnon — edre gereccati,-— hwaet SaSr eallra waes — 
on manrlme, — mor'Sorslehtes, — dareiSldcendra, — de^dra ge- 
feallen — under bordhagan ; — ge iSa byrgenna, — under stan- 
hleo'JSum, — and "Sa stowe swd some, — and iSa wintergerim, — 
on gewritu setton. 

When Judas has agreed to reveal the place where the cross 
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INTRODUCTION. v 

is hid^ and proves its genuineness by raising with it a man 
from the dead, the Devil, enraged at this further attack upon 
his rights, is made to interfere in person. The Life says : — 
" Sed omnium bonorum semper avidus Diabolus cum furore 
vociferabatur in aere, dicens : Quis iterum hie est, qui non 
permittit me suscipere animas meorum ?" etc. 

The poem follows this, word for word. Di "SfiSr Hgesynnig 
— on lyft dstah — Mcende fednd ;— ongan "8^ hleo'Srian — helle 
de<(fol, — eatol ackeca, — yfela gemyndig: — Hwffit is "Bis \£ 
manna, etc. 

A difficult passage, with respect to the disposal of the 
nails, with which the Saviour was fastened to the cross, is ex- 
plained by the Latin original : it contains, in fact, a quotation 
from the prophet Zacharias, xiv. 20 : — ** Ut id quod dictum 
est per Prophetam impleatur, Et erit in illo die quod est in 
freno equi Sanctum Domini vocabitur." The lines in the 
poem are 2384 and the following. 

Finally, the Life concludes with this passage : — " Beata 
autem Helena dona multa derelinquens sancto episcopo 
Cyriaco ad ministerium pauperum, dormivit in pace, septimo 
decimo Kalendas Maii ; demandans omnibus qui Christum 
diligunt, viris ac mulieribus, celebrare commemorationem 
diei, in qua inventa est sancta Crux quinto nonarum Majarum. 
Quicumque vero memoriam faciunt sanctae Crucis, accipiant 
partem cum Dei genitrice Sancta Maria, et cum Domino 
nostro Jesu Christo, qui cum Patre et Spiritu sancto vivit et 
regnat per infinita secula seculorum." 

This is also the real conclusion of the poem ; the fifteenth 
canto of which is a mere personal adjunct of the author, 
claiming in fact, for himself, the benefits thus attached by 
Elene to the celebration of the Cross. It is in this portion of 
the work that a kind of Rebtis is introduced in Anglo-Saxon 
Runes, revealing to us the name of the author, and leading 
us also to identify him with the writer of some poems (if not 
all) of the Codex Exoniensis. 
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▼i INTRODUCTION. 

There is nothing at all unusual either in the manner in 
which this subject is here treated, or in the language. It 
appears to be of the eleventh century, or at earliest, very late 
in the tenth; and this answers very well to Dr. Pauli's 
assertion, that the MS. was carried to VerceUi at a period 
very much later than the Norman conquest. The remains of 
heathendom, which are found in very many expressions, 
applied to Christian ideas, seem merely to belong to the 
traditional language of Anglo-Saxon poetry. They are^ 
however, very numerous in this composition; and on this 
account, the Vercelli poems are of very high value for philo- 
logical purposes. 

Before I proceed to say a few words of the Minor Poems, 
I may be allowed to call attention to an interesting variation 
of Elene's legend, which I have found in one of the many 
MSS. of the Cursor Mundi, and which is not met with in any 
other version of that poem which I have seen. The MS. to 
which I allude is in the University Library of Gottingen : it 
is of the thirteenth century, and contains a copy of the 
Cursor, very remarkable for the strong Northern dialect in 
which it is written. The episode to which I more par- 
ticularly allude, connects the Recovery of the Cross with 
the celebrated tale of the Merchant and the Pound of Flesh. 
It will not be thought out of place here, especially as it is an 
interesting monument of one phase of our English tongue : — 

HELEN AND THE CROSS. 

pis leuedi had ]?at time hir wid 
a cristen man was god goldsmith, 
Quatkin thing als scho wald muth 
make till hir fill well he cutht ; 
hot pouer he was and hard i dett 
till a iuu, and terme had sett 
a sume of mone for to amunt, 
]?at askid him ful hard acunt. 
It was wele sene J?at it wa* hard, 
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for he hi asked wid sli forward 
if he his mone moght noght gete^ 
)?at he suld jeild hi for his dett 
]?at ilke wegt )?at ]?ar war less 
he suld ^eild of his aun fless. 
pe dai es gan ]>at dett vnq litt, 
]?e bodi most bileue nu for itt ; 
|?e cristen dred ful sare for pine, 
bot )?e iuu wald neuer fine ; 
bath to ]?e quene curt )?ai come ; 
pe iuu thral bad giue him dome, 
scharp knif iu hand he bar^ 
)?e cristen man stod nakid )?ar ; 
|?ai all wald has agai hi boght, 
bot gant of iuu ne gat }^ai noght ; 
of ransun na mare ]?an a rish 
wald he of here, bot of his fless. 

pan said Benciras and Ansiers : 
}>u sal haue bro}>^ all )?at J?e fers ; 
ye quene has bidden vs to deme 
to J'e all j^at to right is queme. 
Sai me hu ]?u wile him dight 
if J^at he be dempt to }^e wid right ? 
Hu said ^e iuu bot bi mi lay 
}^ werist ]?at euer i can or may ; 
his eien firist putt vte i sail 
and his hend ]?^ he werkis wid all, 
tung and nese and si]7en pe lau 
till J'at i mi couenand haue. 
^e messageris hin gaue ansuere : 
]7an semis naght ]7u wil hi spare ; 
take )?an J?e fless l?at grantes he 
sua ]fa,t ^e blod may saued be ; 
a drope of blod if ]fht he tine 
we giue vr dome J?e wrang es )?ine ; 
quat sum his fless was said or boght 
his blod to sell he neu thoght : 
3eld je ]?e fless he es wele vnknaun, 
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It is much to be feared that little more of our oldest 
poetical literature will henceforth be discovered, unless indeed 
some treasure should still lurk in the crypts of the Vatican. 
The greater part of the European libraries have of late years 
been so carefully investigated, that no reasonable expectation 
can be entertained of any great /?wrf in them, •for* the future, 
^i^till the amount which we possess is very great ; no other 
Teutonic race, except the Scandinavian, has anything com- 
parable to it in extent, to show, from so early a period. The 
activity with which in this country our ancient remains have 
been brought to light, is now worthily emulated in Germany, 
where several sound and industrious scholars are busying' 
themselves with the study of Anglo-Saxon. Bouterwek and 
Ettmiiller are particularly entitled to our thanks for the pains 
which they have devoted to the illustration of this fine old 
tongue. May the publication of this little volume bring 
them a few more aids to their labours ! 
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ELENE, 



OR 



THE RECOVERY OF THE CROSS. 



XIA wees Agaogen 
geara liwyrftum 
/ tit hund and ^red 

geteled rtmes 
^ swylce ]?rittig edc 
V t^inggemearces^ 

wintra for worulde^ 

ISaes 'Se wealdend god 

^cenned wearS, 

cyninga wuldor^ 

in middangeard 
» )»urh mennisc hed^ 

a6'Sf8B8tra ledht. 

B& waes syxte gear ^ 

Constantines 

cftserddmes^ 

iSffit he R6mwara 

in rice wearS 

&hffifen hildfruma 

td heret^man. 

Wffis se leddhwate, 

YERO. 



I. 

rpHERE were passed 
-*- in the circuits of years 
two hundred and three 
of counted number 
5 and thirty more 
of appointed time, 
of years in the world, 
since mighty God 
was born, 

10 the glory of kings, 
into the earth 
in shape of man, 
the light of the faithful. 
Then was the sixth year 

16 of Constantine's 
imperial power, 
that he in the empire 
of the Romans was 
a warlike prince elected 

20 as their general. 
The very brave man> 

B 
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lindgeborga 
eorlum krttBSt ; 
ffiSelinges we6x 
rice under roderum : 25 

he wees riht cyning, 
gii'Sweard gumena. 
Hine god trymede 
m&rSiim and mihtum 
isdt he manegum wearS so 
geond middangeard 
mannum id hrdlSre^ 
.^werj^eddum td wrasce 
sliS'8an wffipen fthdf 
wis hetendum. 35 

Him wses hild boden 
wlges womk ; 
werod samnodon 
Hiina Ie<5de, 

and Hr^Sgotan 40 

fdron fyndhwate, 
Francan and HQnas ; 
Wffiron hwate 

weras 

gearwe td gftSe : 45 

gftras lixton, 

wriSene waelhlencan, 

wordum and bordtim 

hdfon herecoinboL 

Dft waeron heardingas 50 

sweotole gesamnod 

and eal sw^ot geador. 

Fdr folca gedryht, 

fyrdle<5« ftgdl 

wulf on walde, , 55 

wfielrAne ne maS ; 



the chieftain was 
faithful to the men 5 
the noble's power 
waxed under the heavens : 
he was a just king, 
a warlike guardian of men. 
Him God confirmed 
in glory and might 
so that he became to many men 
throughout the earth 
a support, 
a chastisement to the nations. mG^^vjj, 
when he raised his arms 
against his foes. 
To him was war proclaimed 
the rushing sound of battle ; 
their force collected 
the people of the Huns, 
and the HreSgoths 
marched bold to fight, 
pranks and Huns ; 
brave were 

the men 

ready to the war : 
their javelins lightened, * 
the twisted chains of slaughter^ 
with words and shields 
they raised the warlike ensign. 
Then were the heroes 
openly collected 
and all the multitude together. 
The troop of people went, 
a war-song sung 
the wolf in the wood, • ' 

he shrank not from the ni 
[of slaughte 
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drigfe'Sera 

earn saiig fthdf 

IftiSum on I^te ; 

lungre scynde 

ofer burg enta 
Vl)eaduj?r(^dta m&st^ 

hergum td hilde, 

swylce Hiina cyning 

ymbsittendra 

&hwer meahte 

^bannan t6 beadwe, 

burgwlgendra. 

F6r fyrda m»st 

f^iSan trymedan 

edred cestum, 

^ffit on flelfylce 

deare'8l4cende, 

on Dandlbie^ 

stearcedfyrhiJe, . 

stae'Se wicedon 

ymb "SflBS wasteres wylm. 

Werodes breahtme 

woldon R6mwara 
y rice ge]?ringan^ 

hergum &hy%an. 

Daer wearS Hiina cyme 

cAS ceasterwarum. 

Bk se c^sere h^ht 

ongean gramum 

gtl^ gelaecan 

under earhfsere, 

6fstum miclum 

bannan 16 beadwe^ 
Jheroxi iit J^reece 

rincaa under roderuui. 



dewy-feathered 

the eagle raised his song 

upon the track of the foe ; 
60 quickly went 

over the city of giants 

the greatest of war-troops, 

with armies to battle^ 

whomsoever the king of Hun^ 
65 of the surrounding people 

anywhere could 

summon to the fight, 

of warriors. 

The greatest of armies marched 
70 the infantry were strong 

in chosen bands,. 

until in a foreign land 

the dart-players, 

upon the Danube, 
75 strong of courage, 

bivouacked on the shore- 

about the bubbling water.* 

With the furious noise of their 

they would the Romans' [host 
80 power oppress, 

and with their armies lay waste. 

Then was the coming of the 

known to the citizens. [Huns 

Then commanded the emperor 
85 against the foe 

war to move 

under the passage of the arrow, 

with great haste 

to summon to battle, 
90 to bear out their power 

men under heaven. 

B 2 
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W&ron Romware^ 
secgas sigerdfe^ 
sdpa gegearwod 
wsepnum td wigge, 
"Sedh hie werod kesse 
hffifdon td hilde 
ISonne Hiina cyning, 
ridon ymb rdfne^ 
%onne rand dynede, 
campwudu clynede, 

^cyning ]?redte fdr 
hei^e td hilde. 
Hraefen uppe g61 
wan and wselfel^ 
werod wses on tyhte, 
hledwon hornboran, 
hredpon friccan, 
mearh moldan trsed, 
msegen samnode 
cafe t6 cefise. 
Cyning wses &fyrbted 
egsan geaclad, 

^si'S'San e\pe6dige 
Hiina and Hr^^a 
here scefiwedon^ 
"Sset he on Romwara 
rices ende, 

ymb %fies waeteres ste'S 
werod samnode, 
msegen unrlme. 
M6dsorge wseg 
Romwara cyning, 
rices ne w£nde 
for werodliste, 
bffifde wigena td lyt. 



The Romans were, 

men glorious with victory, 

soon prepared 
95 with weapons for the fight, 

though they a lesser force 

had to the war 

than the king of Huns, 

they rode about the famous one, 
100 then rang the shield, 

the war- wood sounded, 

theking went with his company 

his army to battle. 

The raven sang aloud 
106 dusky and greedy of slaughter, 

the army was on the march, 

the trumpeters sounded, 

the heralds shouted, 

the horse trod the ground, 
no his strength he collected 

actively for the fight. 

The king was affrighted 

sickened with terror, 

after the strangers 
115 of the Huns and Hreths 

beheld the army, 

how on the Roman 

empire's end, 

upon the water's shore 
190 a host collected, 

an innumerable power. 

Mind-sorrow weighed 

the king of Romans, 

success he expected not 
125 for want of troops, 

he had too few warriors. 
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eaxlgestealna^ 

\nS ofermsegene, 

hr6ra td hilde. 

Here wicode lao 

eorlas ymb se'Seling 

^gstre^me neiih, 

on neiweste, 

nihtlangne firsts 

"Saes -Se hie fednda gefser 135 

fyrmest gessegon. 
jxpft wearS on slaepe 

sylfum eetywed 

'S&m c&sere 

"Baer he on corSre swsef^ 140 

sigerdfum gesegen 

swefnes wdma; 
>^ptlhte him wlitesc^e 

on weres h&de 

hwit and hiwbeorht, 145 

hsBleSa n&thwylc 

ge-ywed, fi^nlicra 

'Sonne he &r o^Se stS 

gesege under swegle : 

he of slaepe onbreegd 150 

^ eofurcumble be}^aht. 

Him se kr hralSe, 

wlitig wuldres boda^ 
/^ wi*5)?ingode, 

and be naman nemde^ 155 

nihthelm t6glid : 

Constantinus, 

h^ht %e cyning engla, 

wyrda wealdend, 

wsere beddan, leo 

duguiJa dryhten ; 



comrades, 

agunst superior power, 

active to battle. 

The army halted 

the warriors round the noble 

near the ocean-stream, 

in presence, 

a whole night long, 

when they the enemies march 

first saw. 

Then was in sleep 

revealed 

unto the emperor himself 

where he slept among his troop, 

by the victorious one was seen 

the rush of the dream. 

To him appeared, beauteous 

in the form of a man 

white and bright of hue, 

I know not what hero 

revealed, more fair 

than he before or since 

had seen beneath the firmament: 

he woke up from sleep [helm. 

covered with his boar-shaped 

Him soon the messenger^ 

the bright messenger of glory, 

addressed, 

and named him by his name, 

the helm of night departed : 

" Constantinus, [me, 

to thee the king of angels bids 

the wielder of fate, 

his covenant offer, 

the lord of dignities ; 
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ne ondrffid M ^Se 
j^^ieih %e el)^ddige 
egesan hwdpan^ 
heardre hilde. i<S5 

Dii to heofenum beseob 

on wuldres weard^ 

^At iii wra^e findeat 

sigores tftcen. 

He wffiB Honk gearu 170 

i^)mrh ^aes hUgan hees, 

hre^erlocan onspedn, 

dp locade 

SW& him ge &r &beid, 

fAle fri^webba. 175 

Geseab he frsetwum beorht 

wlitig wuldres tred 

ofer wolcna hr6f 

golde geglenged ; 

gimnias lixton. 180 

Wses se bl&ca be^m 

bdcstafum dwriten, 

beorbte and ledhte : 

Mid «ys beucnd ^ik 

on "Sftm fr^cnan fsefe iss 

fednd oferswlS^est, 

geletest \k$ werod ! 

Bk «flet ledht gew&t^ 

ftp strode, 

and se kr somed 190 

on cls^nra gemang. 

Cyning waes "Sy bltSra 

and %6 sorgledsra, 

secga aldor, 

on fyrh^sefan, 195 

]7urh ^a fsegeran gesih*. 



dread not thou 

though thee the strangers 

terribly threaten, 

with hard war. 

Look thou to heaven 

on the ward of glory, 

there shalt thou find my track 

token of triumph." 

He was soon ready 

by the holy one's command, 

he opened his thought-locks, 

he looked up [him, 

as the messenger commanded 

the gentle weaver of peace. 

He saw, bright with ornaments 

the beauteous tree of glory 

above the roof of heaven 

adorned with gold| 

the gems lightened. 

The pale beam « 

was inscribed with letters, 

bright and light : 

" With this sign thou 

in the fierce journey 

thy foe shalt overcome, 

shalt stop the hostile force ! " 

Then vanished the light, 

up it departed, 

and with it the messenger 

into the company of the pure. 

The king was the blither 

and the freer from sorrow, 

prince of men, 

in his mind, 

through the fair vision. 
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II. 

H^ht «a onllce, 
ae^elinga hle<5 
beorua be%gifa^ 
swk he %ffit beicen geseah^ ooo 
henia hildfruma^ 
{Saet him on heofonum aer 
ge-ywed wearS, 
6fstum miclum, 
Constantinus, 206 

Cristes rdde, 
tireidig cyning, 
t&ceii gewyrcan. 
H^ht ^k on uhtan^ 
mid serdsege aio 

wigend weccan^ 
t and W8epen)?raBce, 
heorucumbul, 
and Sset h^ige tre<5 
him beforan f^rian sis 

on fe<5nda gemang, 
beran beacen godes. 
Byman sungon 
hltlde for hergum : 
hrsefn weorces gefedh, 220 
Arig fcSra 
earn stS behedld, 
waelhredwra wtg : 
wulf sang fthdf, 
holtes gehl^iSa ; 225 

hildegesa stdd : 
Sser wflBS borda gebrec 
and beorna ge)?rec, 
heard handgeswing, 



11. 

Then commanded one like^ 

the refuge of warriors 

the ring-giver of men, 

as he the beaeon bad seen> 

warrior chief of proud ones, 

which to him in heaven before 

was shown, 

with great speed, 

Constantine, 

Christ's cross, 

the glorious king, 

a token to work. [twilight. 

Then commanded he in the 

with early dawn 

the warriors to wake, 

and the power of weapons, 

the warlike ensigns, 

and the holy tree 

to carry before him 

into the midst of the foes, 

God's beacon to bear. 

The trumpets sung 

loud before the hosts : 

the raven rejoiced in the work, 

dewy-feathered 

the eagle watched their march, 

the war of the fierce men : 

the wolf uplifted his song, 

the denizen of the forest ; 

the terror of war stood : 

there was dash of shields 

and crush of men, 

hard hand-swing, 
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and herga grlng, 990 

BiiJ^an hed earhfere 

&re6t mutton ; 

on %flet fi^ge folc 

fl&na scuras^ 

gftraa ofer geolorand, 235 

on gramra gemang^ 

hetend heorugrimme, 

hilde ns&dran 

J'urh fingra geweald 

forS onseudon : mo 

8t6pou stShydige, 

stundum wt^ou, 

br&;on bordhreoSan> 

bil indufon ; 

]>ningon ]>r£Bchearde. m6 

DSl wffis ydt hafen^ 

segen for swedtum, 

sigeledS galen, 

gylden grlma, 

g&ras lixton aso 

on herefelda, 

li^^ene grangon^ 

fedllon fri'Seledse ; 

flugon instepes 

Hiina ledde ass 

swft "Saet h&lige tred 

6r&ran b^ht 

R6mwara cyning, 

bea'Sofremmende : 

wurdon beardingas 260 

wide tdwrecene, 

sume wtg fornam, 

sume unsdfte 

aldor generedon 



and crash of armies, 

after the arrows' course 

they first encountered ; 

on the fated band 

the showers of Arrows, 

javelins over the yellow shield, 

into the midst of their fDCS, 

the fierce adversaries, 

snakes of war [fingers 

through the power of their 

sent forth : 

intent on their course they went, 

from time to time they drove, 

they broke the wall of shields, 

they plunged the bill ; 

the bold in battle thronged. 

Then was the banner upreared, 

an ensign before the crowds, 

the song of triumph sung, 

a golden helmet, 

the javelins flashed 

upon the battle-field, 

the heathen stormed, 

joyless they fell $ 

fled at once 

the people of the Huns 

as the holy tree 

commanded to uplift 

the king of Romans, 

doing deeds of war : 

then were the warriors 

wide dispersed, 

some war ravished away, 

some with difficulty 

rescued their lives 
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on ^km herestSe : 
sume healfcwice 
flugon on festen 
and feore burgon 
after 8t&nclifom, 
stede weardedon 
ymb Dan^bie : 
sume drenc fornam 
on lagostredme 
llfes set ende. 
Dk woes mddigra 
maegen on luste^ 
ehton elf^edda 
oiS ISaet sBfen forS 
fram daeges orde^ 
daro'Sffisc flugon, 
hilde naedran : 
hedp waes gescyrted, 
MiSra lindvered, 
lythwou becwom 
Hflna herges 
Mm eft "Sanon. 
Dk wffis gesyne 
"Saet sige forgeaf 
Constanttne, 
cyning ffilmihtig, 
set Vkm dffigweorce 
d6mweorSunga, 
rice under rod^rum 
]?urh his r6de tre6. 
Qewkt ^k heriga helm 
hkm eft "Sanon 
hu^ hr^mig, 
hild wsBS gescedden^ 
wlgge geweorSod. 



965 in the expedition : 

some half alive 

fled to the fastness 

and their lives preserved 

among the stone cliffs, 
970 they kept the place 

about the Danube : 

some drowning seized 

in the lake-stream 

at their lives' end. 
975 Then was the might 

of the fierce ones rejoiced, 

they pursued the strangers 

until evening forth 

from break of day, 
280 the ashen darts flew, 

snakes of battle : 

the crowd was diminished, 

the shielded troop of foes, 

few returned 
985 of the Hunnish army 

home from thence. 

There was seen 

that victory gave 

to Constantine, 
990 the almighty king, 

at that day's work 

dignity, 

power under heaven 

through his cross. [hosts 

995 Then went the protector of 

home again thence 

exulting in the spoil, 

the war was decided, 

glorified in battle. 
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com %ft wlgena hle<$ 
)>egna )>re£tej 

beadurdf cyning 

burga nedsan. 

H6ht yk wlgena 305 

weard^ %a wlsestan 

sntlde tA siono'Se, 

M "Be iinyttrocr^ft 

J?urh fjrmgewrito 

gefrigen hsefdon, 310 

hedldon hyge]?ancuni 

haele'Sa rs^das. 

D& "Sffis fricggaii ongan 

folces aldor, 

sigerdf cyning^ 315 

ofer sid weorod : 

W£ere "S^r senig 

yldra o'S'Se gingra 

"Se him td s&Se 

secggan meabte, 390 

galdrum cy^an, 

hwset se god waere, 

boldes brytta^ 

"Se Bis his beacon wses : 

•8e me swa ledht oBy wde S25 

and mine ledde generede^ 

t^cna torhtdst^ 

and me tir forgeaf, 

wlgsp^d wi'S wr^'Sum, 

jmrh "Saet wlitige tred ? 330 

Hid him andsware 

senige ne meahton 

ftgifan td g^nes, 

ne ful geare cA^on 



Tlien came the refuge of war- 

with a troop of thanes, [riors 

to crush the strong shield^ 

the king famous in war 

to visit his towns. 

Then called the lord 

of warriors, the wisest 

quickly to a synod, 

they who wisdom 

through ancient writings 

had learned, 

held in their thoughts 

the counsels of men. 

Then began to enquire 

the prince of the people, 

the victorious king, 

throughout his wide host : 

*' were there any 

old or young 

who him for sooth 

might tell^ 

might by divination inform, 

what were the god, 

the lord of the house, 

whose this beacon was : 

which seemed to me so light 

and saved my people, 

of signs the brightest, 

and gave me glory, 

success in war against my foes, 

through that beauteous tree ? " 

But they him answer 

any could not 

give again, 

nor fully knew 



^ 
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swedtole gesecggan 335 

be %&in sigebedcne. 

Dk ^a, wisestan 

wordum cw^don 

for ^km heremsegene, 

%»t hit heofoncyninges 340 

t&cen ws^re, 

and 'Saes twed n&re. 

Dk 'Sset gefrugnon, 

%a )7urh fiilwihte 

Is^rde w&ron : S45 

him wffis le6ht sefa, 

ferh'S gefednde^ 

pe6h hira fed w&ron,* 

"Sflet hie for ^km cisere 

cy^an mdston 350 

godspelles gife, 

hti se g&sta helm^ 

in ];rinesse 

]?rymme geweorSad, 

&cenned wearS^ 355 

cyninga wuldor, 

and Ixt on galgan wearS 

godes &gen beam 

^hangen for hergum 

heardum witum : seo 

^lysde ledda beam 

of locan de<5fla^ 

gedmre g&stas, 

and him gife sealde 

J?nrh ?a ilcan gesceaft, 366 

*e him ge-ywed wearS 

sylfum on gesih'Be, 

sigores ticne 

wis j;e6da J^raece ; 



clearly to tell 

about the victorious sign. 

Then the wisest 

spake with words 

before the host, 

that it heaven-king's 

token were, 

and no doubt about it. 

They had learat that, 

who through baptism 

were taught : 

light was their mind, 

their spirit rejoicing, 

though few they were, 

that they before the emperor 
were allowed to proclaim 

the grace of the gospel, 

how the lord of spirits, 

in Trinity 

powerfully glorified, 
was bom, 
glory of kings, 
and how upon the cross 
was God's own son 
hung up before the hosts 
with cmel pains : 
released the sons of men 
from the locks of devils, 
sorrowing spirits, 
and gave them gr^e 
through the same creature, 
that had been shown 
unto himself in vision, 
with the token of victory 
against the power of men 5 
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and M ^f ]>riddan dsege s7o 

of byrgenne 

beoma wuldor 

of de^'Se ir&s^ 

diyhten ealra 

haeleSa cytines, 375 

and t6 heofonum ast&h. 

Dfts gledwllce 

g&stgerynum 

saegdon sigerdfum, 

8W& fram Siluestre s8o 

l^erde wseron^ 

eet 'S&m se le<5dfruma 

fiilwihte onfeng 

and "Saet forS gehedld 

on his dagana tid 385 

diyhtne t6 willan. 



and how on the third day 

from out the sepulchre 

the glory of heroes 

arose from death, 

the Lord of all 

the race of men, 

and ascended into heaven. 

Thus prudently 

in spiritual mysteries 

they told the glorious victor, 

as by Silvester 

they had been taught, 

from whom the prince 

received baptism 

and held it thenceforth 

all his days 

at the Lord's good pleasure.' 



m. 

D& wses on s&lum 

sinces brytta, 

nlSheard cyning, 

wsBS him niwe gefei 390 

befolen in fyrhUe, 

wses him frdfra msest, 

and hyht nihst 

heofonrlces weard. 

Ongan ^k dryhtnes & 395 

dfieges and nihtes, 

J'urh gftstes gife 

georne c^an, 

and hine sd'Slice 

sylfne getengde^ 400 

gold wine gumena, 



III. 

Then rejoiced 

the lord of treasure, 

the stern king, 

new joy to him 

was given in his spirit, 

his was greatest of comfort, 

and hope nearest 

the ward of heaven's kingdom. 

He began then the Lord's law 

day and night, 

through spiritual grace 

gladly to proclaim, 

and truly 

himself compelled, 

prince of men, 
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410 



in godes ]'e6wdoin, 

8escr6f^ unslaw. 

pk se SB'Seling fand, 

le<5dgebyrga, 

)?urh lirsmi-Sas, 

gtt^heard^ gftrj^rtst, 

on godes b6cum^ 

bw^r ^hangen wsas, 

beriges beorbtme, 

on rdde tredw 

rodera waldend, 

fefstum Jnirb inwit : 

swa se ealda fednd 

forl^rde lygesearwum, 4i6 

le<5de fortybte 

Jud^a cyn, 

iSset hie gdd sylfne 

^hengon berga fruman, 

iSaes hie in hyn'Sum sculon 4ao 

to widan feore 

wergSu dredgan. 

pk wses Cristes lof 

"S^m eftsere 

on firh'Ssefan 495 

for% gemyndig, 

ymb "Saet maere tre<$ ; 

and i$4 his m6dor b6t 

f^ran foldwege 

folca ]?re£te 430 

id Judeum, 

georne s^can 

wtgena l?redte, 

bwi^r se wuldres.bedm 

b^ig under hrusan 

byded wa^re. 



436 



into God's seirlce^ 

active, spear-renowned.. 

Then the noble founds 

the protector of his people, 

through lore-smiths, [lins, 

the warlike, bold among jave- 

in Ood's books, 

where was hanged, 

by the tumult of a host, 

upon the cross 

the lord of glory, 

enviously through guilt : 

so the old fiend 

seduced with lying snares, 

and led astray the people 

the race of Jews, 

that they God himself 

hung up, the prince of hosts, 

wherefore shall they in misery 

for ever and ever 

suffer damnation. 

Then was Christ's praise 

by the emperor 

in his spirit 

still borne in mind, 

concerning the mighty tree ^ 

and then he comnnrnded his 

to journey by land [mother 

with a troop of people 

to the Jews, 

diligently to seek 

with a troop of warriors, 

where the tree of glory 

holy under the earth 

was hidden. 
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ae'Selcyninges rdd. 
Elene ne wolde 
'Sffis si^fates 
8&ne weorSan, 
p6 "Saes wilgifaii 
word gehyrwan, 
liiere sylfne suna ; 
ac waes s6na gearu 
wlf on wilslS, 
8W& hire weoruda helm 
byruwiggendra 
beboden haoidt* 
Ongan ^k 6fstllce 
eorla mengu 
t6 flote fysan | 
fearoiJhengestas 
ymb geofenes stag's 
gearwe stddon, 
s^lde 8&mearaa 
sunde getenge. 
Da wfiBS oncn^we 
idese slSfset, 
siiJiSan wceges hohu 
werode ges6hte ; 
"Saer wlanc manig 
set Wendelsa^ 
on Steele stddon, 
stundum wrsecon 
ofer mearcwa'Su 
msegen flefter o'Srum, 
and ik gehlddon 
hilde sercum, 
bordum and ordum, 
bymwigendum^ 
werum and wifuni, 



the cross of the noble king. 

Elene would not 

about that journey 
440 be slow^ 

nor her dear prince's 

word despise, 

her own son's ; 

but soon was ready 
445 the woman for her glad journey, 

as her the prince of armies 

of mailed warriors 

had commanded. 

Quickly then began 
450 the multitude of warriors 

to the fleet to hasten ; 

the sea-stallions 

about the ocean-shore 

stood ready, 
455 bridled sea-horses 

close to the wave; 

Then was declared 

the lady's expedition, 

when the deep sea-wave 
460 with her troop she sought ^ 

there many a proud one 

at the Wendelsea 

stood on the shore, 

sometimes they wandered 
465 through the march-paths 

troop after troop, 

and there they loaded 

with war-shirts, 

with shields and swords, 
470 with mailed warriors, 

with men and women. 
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wa^hengestas. 
L^ton i$& ofer f tfelw&g 
ffi^Euige scrtSan 
bronte brimj'tsan. 
Bord oft onf^ng 
ofer earhgeblond, 
ylSa swengas : 
sse swinsade. 
Ne hyrde ic siS n6 £r 
on ^stredme 
idese Is^dan 
on meres str^te 
maegen faegerre. 
Dser meahte gesidn^ 
se "Sone stS behedld^ 
brecan ofer hasSweg, 
brimwudu myrgan 
under swellingum, 
sfi^mearh plegan, 
wadan w^flotan. 
Wlgan waeron bllSe 
collenferhlSe, 
cwen stSes gefeab^ 
8i««au t6 h^e 
hringedstefnan 
ofer lagofeesten 
geliden haefdon, 
on Cr£ca land. 
Cedlas l^ton 
set s^fearo'Se 
sande bewrecene, 
aid y«h6fii 
oncruni faeste 
on brinie bidan 
beorna ge);inges. 



the ocean-stallions. [wave 
They let then over the ocean- 
foamy go 

476 the bubbling seabeaters. 
Oft the bord received 
over the mingling of ears^ 
the blows of the waves : 
the sea murmured. 

480 Never heard I before or since 
that on the ocean-stream 
a lady led 
upon the sea-street 
a fairer power. 

485 There might he see^ 
who beheld the journey, 
break over the bathway, 
the sea-wood rejoice 
under the swelling waves, 

490 the sea-horse play, 
the wave-float wade. 
Blithe were the warriors 
bold of spirit, [n®7> 

the queen rejoiced in her jour- 

496 when to the shore 

the ringed-prowed barks 
over the lake-fortress 
, had sailed, 
upon the land of Greece. 

500 They let the keels 
at the sea-shore 
covered with sand, 
their old wave-dwellings 
fast at anchor 

605 by the sea abide 

the conference of warriors. 
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hwone bed rid gftltcwm 

guiMDa )veite 

ofer eistwegas 

eft gesdhte. 

J'&r wees on eoiie 

^gesyue 

bn^den byrne 

and bOIgtedsty 

geatollc gik'SscrOd, 

grlmhelm manigy 

Anhc eoforcumbul ; 

w^nron 8B8cw^gmn, 

secggas ymb sigecwen^ 

BjISeilgefysde, s» 

fyrdrincaa firome 

fdron on luste 

on Cr£ca land, 

cftseres bodan, 

hilde rlncaa 6s» 

bjrratum gewerede. 

p&r wiea gesyne 

aincgim locen 

on Vkm bere}nre&te, 

hUfordes gifd. sao 

WiBs Bed eiShr^dige 

Elene gemyndig, 

^iiate on ge]?ance, 

l^eddnes willan, 

geom on mdde S36 

iSttt hi<5 Jud^as \ 

ofer herefeldasi 

he£pe gecdste 

findwlgendra, 

land gesdbte mo 

secga Jn^eite ; 



when ahe the warrior-queen 

with her troop of men 

orer the eastern ways 

again abould seek them. 

There was on the man 

easy to be seen 

the twisted mail-shirt 

and the chosen bill, 

the ready war-dress, 

many a helmet, 

beauteous boar-shaped ensign ; 

the spearmen were, [queen, 

the men about the victorious 

intent upon the march, 

bold soldiers 

joyously advanced 

upon the Grecian land, 

the emperor's messengers, 

heroes in war 

furnished with ornaments. 

There was seen 

the locked treasure-gem 

in the warlike company, 

the lord's gift. 

The generous Elene 

was mindful, 

bold of tliought, 

of her prince's will, 

ready of mood 

the Jews 

over the battle-fields, 

with a chosen company 

of shielded warriors, 

their land to seek 

with a troop of men : 
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SW& hit si-S-San gelarop 

ymb lytel faec 

pBdi ISaet leddmsegen, 

gik'Srdfe heeled, 645 

to Hierusal^m 

cw6mon^ in ^k ceastre, 

cor8ra oiffiste, 

eorlas aescr6fe, 

mid ik te^elan cwen. sso 



80 it afterwards befel 

after a little time ^ 

that the power of the peo^e, 

warriors famous in war./ ' 

to Hierusalem , ' 

came, to the city, 

with the greater of companies, 

men famoiv^ with the spear, 

together with the noble queen. 



IV. 

H^ht yk gebeiSdan 

burgsittendum, 

ikm sn6terestum 

side and wide 

geond Jud^as, 555 

gumena gehwylcum, 

m^lSelhegende 

on gemdt cuman, 

^k «e dedplicdat 

dryhtnes geryuo 56o 

]7urh rihte se 

reccan ctL^on. 

Dk waes.gesamnod 

of sidwegum 

msegen unlytel 565 

^a *8e Moyses id 

reccan ctlSSon : 

J'aer on rime wabs 

jfred )^send 

"S^ra ledda 570 

^lesen id Ikre. 

Ongan ^k leSflic wif 

weras Ebr^a 

VERC. 



IV. 

Then bad she summon 

the inhabitants, 

the wisest 

far and wide 

throughout Judea, 

every man, 

forming a parliament 

to the g em6t to come, t—**— ;• 

those who deepest 

the Lord's secrets 

through right law 

could relate. 

Then was collected 

from afar 

no little power of men 

who Moses' law 

could relate : 

there iieere in number 

three thousand 

of the people 

collected to lore. 

Then began the dear woman 

the Hebrews 
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X^ordum negan : 
Ic^aet gearolice 
ODgK^en haebbe^ 
Jmrg^il^gena 
wordgery^o 
on godes bo4^'::uin, 
ISiBt ge geirdag^m 
wyrSe w^ron ^v...^^^ 
wuldorcyninge^ \ 

dryhtne dyre 
and d^hwaete. 
Hwflet ge "S^re [swicon] 586 
gnyttro unwlslice, • • • • 
wrA^e wKweorpon 
ISi ge wergdon 'Sane 
"8e edw of wergBe 
f»urh his wuldres miht, 690 
fram ligcwale 
lysan ]K)hte, 
of haeftnMe : 
ge mid horu spedwdon 
on 9fies andwlitan 696 

Se e6w e^ena ledht 
firam blindnesse 
b6te gefremede 
ednidwunga )7iirh 
-Saet se^ele spadl, 6oo 

and fram unclsenum 
oft generede 

dedfla g&stum : ^ 

ge de^^e Sone 
d£man ongunnon 6()5 

8e Be of de^iSe sylf 
woruld Awehte 
on wera cor8re. 



with words to approach : 

** I have already 

understood that^ 

through the mysterious words 

of prophets 

in God's books^ 

that ye of yore 

were held in estimation 
^ J)y the king of glory, 

dear to the Lord 

and bold of deeds. 

Lo ye fell off 

unwisely from that wisdom, • . • 

foolishly ye rejected it 

when ye tormented him 

whom you from torment 

through his glorious mighty 

from fiery death 

thought to release, 

from captivity : 

ye with shame spewed 

on his face 

who the light of your eyes 

from blindness 

healed 

anew through 
^ his noble spittle,^ 

and from unclean 

spirits of devils 

often healed you : 

you to death 

began to doom him 

who himself from death 

awoke the world 

in the company of men. 
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in -Saet ^rre lif 

e6wres cynnes. 6io 

SwA ge mddblinde 

mengan ongunnon 

lyge wis s6iSe, 

ledht wi« J^ystrum, 

fiefst wis Are, 615 

inwitj^ancum 

wr6ht webbedon* 

E<5w sed wergSu forSan 

sceSSetS scyldfuUum, 

ge ^k sclran mlht eso 

d^man ongunnon^ 

and gedwolan lifdon 

l^edstrum ge]7ancum 

6S ^Sysne daeg. 

GangaS ut sntlde, 626 

snyttro geJ^enca'S 

weras wlsfeste, 

wordes craBftige, 

•84 «e eowre ^, 

ee'Selum crseftige, 630 

on ferh'JSsefan 

fyrmest hsebben, 

"Si me sdiSltce 

secgan cunnon^ 

andsware cy^San 635 

for e6w forS 

t^cna gehwylces 

-Se ic him td s6ce. 

Eddon ^k on geHim 

re6nigm6de 640 

eorlas %lewe, 

egesan ge)?re^de, 

geh'Sum gedmre 



into that earlier life 

of your race. 

Thus ye blind of mood 

begim to mingle 

falsehood with truth, 

light with darkness, 

envy with honour, 

in your malicious thoughts 

mischief ye wove. 

Therefore you the curse 

oppresseth sinful as ye are^ 

ye the bright might 

began to judge, 

and lived in error 

in your dark thoughts 

unto this day. 

Go now quickly, 

remember prudence 

oh ye wise men, 

powerful of speech, 

those who your law, 

nobly powerful, 

in their minds 

foremost have, 

who to me truly 

may say, 

may give an answer 

forth for you 

of every sign 

which I demand of them." 

Then went apart 

sorrowing in mind 

the men learned in the law, 

oppressed with terror^ 

sad in spirits 

c 2 
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georne sdhton 
^k wieestati 
wordgeryno, 
"Baet hid 'Sflere cwene 
oncwi'San meahton 
SW& tiles s\v^ trages 
swA hid him td s6hte. 
Hid ^t on J^re^te 
J^dseuda manna 
fundon ferhiSgleawra, 
iSA "Se fyrngemynd 
mid Jud^um 
gearwast cA'Son. 
prungon Vk on J^re^te 
■8«r on l^rymme hkd 
in cynestdle 
c&seres m^^, 
geatolic gu'Scwen 
golde gehyrsted. 
Elene nia'Selode 
and for eorlum sprsec : 
Gehyra^ hygegleawe 
h^lige riiney 
word and wlsddm ! 
Hwaet ge witgena 
l^re onf^ngon, 
hii se lifFruma 
in cildes h^d 
cenned wurde, 
mihta wealdend, 
be ^km Moyses sang, 
and iSaet gecwai^ 
weard Israh^la, 
Edw ftcenned bi'S 
cniht on degle 



anxiously they sought 
645 the wisest 

mysteries, 

that they the queen 

might tell 

both of good and ill 
650 what she sought from them. 

They then in the company 

of a thousand men 

prudent of mind foimd, 

they who the old traditions 
655 among the Jews 

best knew. 

They thronged in troops 

where in her glory abode 

upon her throne 
660 the emperor's kinswoman^ 

the active warrior-queen 

adorned with gold. 

Elene spake 

and said before the men : 
665 " Hear ye prudent-minded 

the holy secret, 

word and wisdom ! 

Lo ! ye the prophets' 

lore received, 
670 how the lord of life 

in the likeness of a child 

was to be born, 

the ruler of powers, 

of whom Moses sang, 
675 and that said 

the ruler of the Israelites, 

* Unto you shall be born 

a child in secret 
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mihtum m^re, 
swi "SaBS ni6dor ne bi^S 
waestmum geacnod 
}?urh weres frige. 
Be "Sam Dauid cyning 
dryhtle<5« kgdly 
fr6d fyrnweota, 
fseder Salomdnes, 
and "Saet word gecwse^ 
wlgena baldor : 
Ic fruml^a god 
forescedwode, 
sigora dryhten, 
he on gesyh^Se waes 
maegena wealdend, 
mln on ^k swllSran 
J^rymmes hirde, 
"Sanon ic ne w6nde 
aefre td aldre 
onsidn mine. 
Sw^ hit eft be edw 
Essaias witga 
for weorodum 
wordum maelde 
dedphycggende 
]7urh dryhtnes g^st : 
Ic up ah6f 
eaforan gingne, 
and beam cende 
^tm ic blsed forgeaf 
h^Iige hygefrdfre, 
ac hie hyrwdon "Se 
feddon ]?urh fedndscipe 
n&hton forej^ances 
wisd6mes gewitt, 



famous of might, 
680 whose mother shall not be 

increased with offspring 

through the seed of man.' 

Of him king David 

sang a lordly song, 
685 the prudent prophet, 

father of Salomon, 

and this word said 

the prince of warriors : 

' I the eternal God 
690 saw face to face, 

the lord of victories, 

he was in my sight 

the ruler of powers, 

on my right hand 
695 the shepherd of majesty, 

thence will I not avert 

for ever 

my countenance/ 

So again of you 
700 the prophet Esaias 

before the multitudes 

spake with words 

deeply thinking 

through the spirit of God : 
706 ^ I raised up 

a young posterity, 

and begot a child 

to whom I gave glory 

holy comfort of mind, 
710 but they despised thee 

they haled thee with enmity 

they had not through foresight 

wit of wisdom. 
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and %ft w^regan neit 

-Se man daga gehw&m 715 

drlfe'S and ^mceS 

ongitaS hira gddd^nd, 

nales gnymwreecum 

fedga^ frynd hiera 

"Be him fddder gife« ; 7-0 

and me Israh£la 

«fre ne woldon 

folc oncn&wan, 

"Se^h ic fela for him 

aefter woruldstundum 725 

wundra gefremede. 



and the brute animals 

whom men every day 

drive and thrash 

understand their benefactors, 

nor with enmity 

hate their friends 

who give them food ; 

and me the people of Israel 

would never 

acknowledge, 

though I for them have many 

miracles performed 

in the course of time.' 



V. 

Hwffit we -Saet gehyrdon 

];urh h&lige b^c 

"BaBt edw dryhten 

geaf d6m unscyndne, 730 

meotod mihta sp^d, 

Moyses ssegde 

hti ge heofoncyninge 

hyran sce61don, 

l&re l&tan ; 736 

e<5w Wfles lungre k^reAtf 

and ge ^km rihte 

wi'Sroten hsefdon, 

onscunedon "Sone 

sclran scippend, 740 

earlra dryhten, 

and gedwolan fylgdon 

ofer riht godes. 

Nii ge hraiSe ganga'S 

and finda}> g^n, 745 



V. 

Lo, we have heard 

through holy books 

that to you the Lord 

gave unshaken glory, [power, 

the Lord gave the speed of 

Moses said 

how ye the king of heaven 

should obey, 

his lore fulfil $ 

soon had ye disgust at this, 

and ye the right 

resisted, 

ye avoided 

the bright creator, 

the lord of all, 

and followed error 

against God's law* 

Now ye quickly go 

and let them find again. 
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^k "Se fymgewritu 

I'urh snyttro cr«ft 

8^Ie8t cunnen^ 

£riht e<5wer, 

"Saet me andsware 760 

I'urh sidne sefan 

secgan cunnen. 

£<5doii ^& mid 

mengo mddcwflnige^ 

coUenferh'Se, m 

8wi him sitf cwen bedd, 

fundon ik ftf hund 

forSsnotterra, 

&lesen le<5dmffiga^ 

^k 'Se leomungcrseft leo 

]?urh mddgemynd 

mseste hsefdon^ 

on sefan snyttro. 

Hed t6 salore eft 

ymb lytel fee 766 

la'Sode w^ron, 

ceastreweardas, 

Hi<5 sid cwen ongan 

wordum genegan, 

wlit ofer ealle : 77o 

Oft ge dysllce 

d^ gefremedon, 

w^rge wreecmiBcgas^ 

and gewritu berwdon^ 

fsedera Ikre ; 775 

nsefre furSur 'Sonne.nii 

^k ge blindnesse 

b6te fors£gon, 

and ge wi'Ssdcon 

sSiSe and rihte^ 78o 



who the old writings 

through power of wisdom 

best knowj 

your own law, 

that ye to me an answer 

prudently 

may return." 

Together went [rits, 

the multitude with broken spi- 

the bold ohes, 

as the queen commanded them, 

then found they five hundred 

of the particularly wise, 

people collected, 

who learning-craft 

through their intelligence 

the most possessed, 

prudence in their minds. 

They to the palace again 

after a little while 

were invited, 

city guardians. 

Them the queenbegan 

with words to address, 

she looked all around : 

" Often ye a foolish 

deed have done, 

weary sons of misery, 

and despised the scriptures, 

the lore of your fathers ; 

never more than now 

when ye of blindness 

the remedy renounced, 

and ye rejected 

truth and right, 
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%ffit in Bethl£me 

beam wealdendes^ 

cyning ^nboren 

cenned wsere, 

iB^^elinga ord ; 785 

ie&ti ge "Sa £ ciiiSon, 

witgena word 

ge ne woldon ^, 

synwyrcende, 

sd^S oncn&wan ! 790 

Hie ik ILnmdde 

andsweredan : 

Hwset we ebr^isce 

ffi leornedon 

"Sa on fyrndagum 795 

ftederas cti^on 

aet godes earce^ 

n^ we geare cunnun 

]7urh hwset Vt "Sus bearde, 

hlsefdige, us 800 

eorre wurde. 

We "Saet aebylgS nyton 

•Saet we gefremedon 

on iSisse folcscere, 

I'eddon bealwa 80s 

wiB Bee fiefre. 

Elene maiSelade 

and for eorlum sprsBc ; 

undearninga 

ides reordode sio 

hliide for beriguui : 

Ge nd hra'Se gangaB, 

sundor ^s^caiS 

^k Be snyttro mid edw 

maegn and rnddcr^eft sis 



that in Bethlem 

the son of the ruler, 

the only-begotten king 

was born, 

the origin of nobles ; 

although ye knew the law, 

the word of the prophets 

yet would ye not, 

workers of sin, 

the truth acknowledge ! " 

They then fearful in mind 

made answer : 

" Lo ! we Hebrews 

learnt the law 

which of yore 

our fathers knew 

at God's ark, 

nor do we well know 

why thou thus hardly, 

lady, against us 

art enraged. [offence 

We know not what cause of 

we have committed 

in this country, 

what evil we have ever 

done against thee/' 

Elene spake 

and said before the men ; 

openly 

the lady addressed them 

loudly before the crowd : 

" Ye now go quickly, 

enquire apart 

those who among you wisdom 

power and craft of mind 
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mseste hsebben, 
•Saet me J'inga gehwylc 
J^rlste gecy^an 
untraglice, 
•Se ic him t6 s6ce ! 
Eddon ^k fram rdne 
8w^ him si6 rice cvren, 
bald in burgum, 
beboden haefde, 
gedmorm6de ; 
georne sme^don, 
sdhton searo]7ancum 
hwflet si6 syn waere 
"Se hie on ^km folce 
gefremed hsefdon 
wHS "Sam c&sere, 
•Se him se<5 ewen wlte. 
pk 'Saer for eorlum 
kn reordode, 
gidda gearo snotor, 
ikm wses ludas nama, 
wordes craeftig : 
Ic wkt geare 
"Sset hid wile s^can 
be ^km sigebedme, 
vn "84m J>r6wode 
]7e<5da waldend, 
ealira gnyrura leds, 
godes kgen bearn, 
^one unscyldigne 
eofota gehwylces 
)?urh hete h^ngon 
on hedne bedm 
in fyrndagum 
faederas tisse ; 



the most possess, 

that everything to me 

they may boldly reveal 

without delay, 
sao which I seek from them ! " 

They went then from the coun- 

as the powerful queen, [cil 

bold in the city, 

had commanded, 
825 sorrowful of mood ; 

earnestly they considered, 

in various thoughts they sought 

what might be the crime 

which they among the people 
830 had committed 

against the emperor, [charge. 

which the queen laid to their 

Then Jhere before the people 

one spake, 
835 well wise in songs, 

whose name was Judas, 

crafty of word : 

" I well know 

that she will seek 
840 concerning the tree of victory, 

on which suffered 

the lord of nations, 

free of all sins, 

God's own son, 
845 whom guiltless 

of every crime 

through hate hung up 

on a high tree 

in days of yore 
850 our fathers ; 
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"Sset wees Jnredlic ge)K)ht. 

Nu is J>earf micel 

"Sffit we faestUce 

fern's sta'Selien, 

'Saet we %£es mdrSres sss 

mddan ne weorSen^ 

bwser "Saet h^ge tred 

beheled wurde 

sefter wtg)?rflece, 

^ylses t6worpen sien bgo 

frdd fymgewritu 

and ^a fsederllcan 

Ikve forleten. 

Ne bi^ lang ofer "Saet 

"Saet Israh^la 86? 

se^elu m6ten 

ofer middangeard 

mk rlcsiao^ 

secreeft eorla, 

gif "Sis yppe btS. 070 

Swi "Sa "SsBt ilce gi6 

min yldra feeder 

8iger6f saegde, 

'S^m wses Sacfaeus nama, 

fr6d fyrnwiota, 876 

feeder slnum eaferan, 

wende bine of wonilde, 

and "Bffit word gecwaeiS : 

Gif "Se "Saet gelimpe 

on lifdagum 880 

•Saet "Sii gebyre ymb 

?8et bMige tred 

fr6de frignan, 

and geflitu rseran 

be 'S&m sigebedme, ess 



that was a guilty thought. 

Now is it very needful 

that we firmly 

compose our minds^ 

that we of the murder 

be not the betrayers, 

where the holy tree 

was hid 

after the crush of war, 

lest should be overturned 

the wise old scriptures 

and our ancestral 

lore deserted. 

It will not be long after that 

that Israel's 

nobles may 

over the earth 

any more bear sway, 

the lawcraft of men, 

if this be detected. 

As then the same of old 

my grandfath^ 

glorious in victory said, 

whose name was Zacheus, 

a wise old counsellor, 

the father to his children, 

he departed from the world, 

and spake this word : 

^ If that ever befall thee 

in thy life 

that thou hear about 

the holy tree 

the wise enquire, 

and contests raise 

about the tree of victory, 
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on 'S&m sdiS cyning 

&hangen wses, 

heofonriees weard, 

eallre sibbe beam^ 

'Sonne "Stl sntide gecy*8, 800 

min swses sunu 

aer "Sec swylt nime^ 

ne mseg aefre ofer iset 

Ebr^a ]?e6d 

r8ed]7e^htende, 896 

rice healdan, 

dugn^um wealdan, 

ac "S^ra d6m leofaS 

and hira dryhtscipe 



900 



in woruld weorulda 
willum gefylled^ 
"Be "Sone iLhangen cyning 
heriaiS and lofia'S. 



on which the true king 
was suspended^ 
the ward of heaven's kingdom, 
child of all peace, 
then do thou quickly prodaini, 
my dear son 
before thou diest, 
never after that may 
the people of the Hebrews 
taking -counsel, 
hold power, 
wield dignities, 
but their dignity shall live 
and their lordship 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

for ever and ever 
to their will fulfilled, 
who the hanged king 
honour and praise/ 



VI. 

pk ic fromllce 906 

faeder minum 

ealdum sewitan 

&geaf andsware : * 

Hu wolde "Saet geweorSan 

on woruldrlce, 910 

"Sset on iSone hilgsui 

handa sendan 

td feorhlege, 

faederas tisse, 

}mrh wrA'S gewitt, 916 

gif hie wiston ser 

"Saet he Crist weere, 



VL 

Then I humWy 

unto my father 

the old councillor 

gave answer : 

' How could that be 

in the world, 

that on the holy one 

their hands should lay 

unto death, 

our fathers, 

through hostile thought, 

if they before knew 

that he was Christ, 
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cyning on roderum, 

sd'S sunu meotudes, 

siwla nergend ? 920 

¥)k me yldra mln 

Ageaf andsware, 

fr6d on fyrhiSe, 

feeder reordode : 

Ongit^ guma geonga^ 92s 

godes hedhmsegen, 

nergendes naman, 

se is ni'Sa gehw&m 

un&secgendlic^ 

^ne sylf ne mseg 930 

on moldwege 

man ^spyrigean. 

Neefre ic ^a gej^eahte 

%e "SeSs ]7e<5d ongau 

s^can wolde, . 935 

ac ic simla mec 

tscM ^kvBL scylda, 

nales sceame worhte 

g&ste mlnum. 

Ic him georne oft 940 

%fies unrihtes 

andssec fremede^ 

"Sonne uiSweotan 

seht beseeton, 

on sefan sdhton, 945 

ht hie sunu meotudes 

^hengon^ helm wera, 

hlftford eallra 

engla and elda, 

se^elust beorna ; 950 

ne meahton hie sw^ disige 

de^'Se o^faBstan, 



the king of heaven^ 

true son of God, 

the saviour of souls ? * 

Then to me my elder 

returned answer, 

prudent in spirit, 

my father spoke : 

* Understand, young man, 

God's mighty power, 

the name of the Saviour, 

which is to every man 

ineffable, 

which himself may not 

on earth 

a man investigate. 

Never I the counsel 

which this nation began 

would seek, 

but ever myself 

separated from the guilt, 

nor wrought shame 

to my spirit. 

I often earnestly 

to their injustice 

gave denial, 

when our counsellors 

sat in council, 

sought in their mind, 

how they the son of God 

might hang, the protector of 

the lord of all [men, 

angels and men, 

noblest of heroes ; [not 

foolish as they were they could 

in death confine him, 



Digitized by 



Google 



ELENE, OR THE RECOVERY OF THE CROSS. 



39 



weras wonsaelige^ 
SW& hie w^ndon £r 
s&rum settan^ 
}?e^h he sume hwile 
on galgan hU 
giLst onsende^ 
sigebeam godes : 
•8A si'S'San waes 
of r6d ^hsefen 
rodera wealdend^ 
eallra ]7rimina )?rym, 
j>re<5 niht siiS^an 
in byrgenne 
bidende wses 
under ]?e<5sterlocan j 
and ^k ^y ]7riddan d(eg 
eallefi leohtes le<5ht 
lifgende &r&s^ 
l^edden engla^ 
and his ]7egnum 
soiS sigora fred 
seolfne geywde 
beorht on blsede ; 
^onne brdlJor "JSln 
onfeng aBfter fyrste 
fulwihtes bag's 
ledhtne geledfan ; 
ik for lufan dryhtnes 
Stephanus wses 
st^num worpod $ 
ne geald he yfel yfel6 
ac his ealdfedndum 
]>ingode ]7rohtheard^ 
baed )?rymcyning 
^set he him "Sa we^daed 



wretched men^ 

as they before believed 
955 with pains possess him, 

though he for some while 

upon the cross his 

spirit sent forth, 

victorious son of God : 
960 then was afterwards 

raised up from the cross 

the ruler of the skies, 

the glory of all glories, 

three nights afterwards 
965 in a sepulchre 

he was abiding 

under locks of darkness ; 

and then on the third day 

the light of all light 
970 living arose, 

the king of angels, 

and to his disciples 

the true lord of victory 

himself revealed 
975 bright in glory ; 

then thy brother 

after a time received 

the bath of baptisiai 

the light belief ; 
960 then for the love of the Lord 

was Stephen 

stoned ; 

he repaid not evil with evil 

but for his old enemies 
985 he courageously interceded, 

he prayed the King of glory 

that he their wicked deed 
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to wraece ne sette, 
^aet hie for aefBtum 
unscyldigne, 990 

synna le^siie 
Sawles l&rum 
feore berseddon, 
swa he Jmrh fedndscipe 
td cwale monige 99s 

Cristes folces 
d^tnde t6 ded^e ; 
sw^^e^h him dryhten eft 
miltse gefremede, 
?aet he manegum [wearS] 1000 
folca to frofre, 
si'SiSan him frym^a god, 
ni^a nergend, 
naman oncyrde, 
and he si^iSan wses 1006 

I . sanctus Paulus 
be naman h&ten, 
and him ns^ig waes 
^elseren'Sra, 

6'Ser betera 1010 

under swegles hle<5 
si'SI'an aefre, 
•84ra «e wlf o^iSe wer 
on woruld cendon, 
"Sedh he Stepfaanus 1015 

Bttomu h^hte 
^bredtan on beorge, 
brdSor %tnne. 
N<i ^t meaht geh^an, 
hseleS mtn se letffa, loao 

htl Erffiest i^ 
ealles wealdend, 



would not revenge, 

that they for envy 

him guiltless, 

free from sins 

by the advice of Saul 

of his life deprived, 

as he through enmity 

many to torment 

of Christ's people 

doomed to death ; 

yet to him the Lord afterwards 

showed mercy, 

so that he became to many 

people a comfort, 

afterwards eternal God, 

the Saviour of men, 

changed his name, 

and he afterwards 

was Saint Paul 

called by name, 

and than him was 

of the teachers of the law, 

no other better 

under the roof the firmament 

ever since, 

whom woman or man 

have begotten into the world, 

although he Stephen 

with stones commanded 

to destroy upon the mount, 

thy brother. 

Now mayst thou hear, 

my dear man, 

how true is 

the lord of all. 
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■8eih we iebylg$ 
wi^S hine oft gewyrcen, 
synna wunde, 
gif we sdna eft 
-S&ra bealudffida 
b6te gefremmaiSj 
and "Saes unrihtes 
eft geswica'8 ; 
forSan ic sd^ltce 
and mtn swses fseder 

^r ^F ^F ^r 

siSpan gelyfdon, 
iSffit ge]>r6wade 
eaUra J^rymma god, 
llfes Iktiedw, 
lA«ltc wtte, 
for oferj^earfe 
ilda cynnes ; 
foriSan ic i$e l^re 
)^urh led^oriine, 
hyse le<5festa, 
"Sfiet m hospcwide, 
aefst n^ eofuUsec 
aefre ne fremme 
grimme geagncwide 
wi'S godes beame, 
"Sonne Sii gearnast 
«flet «e btS fece llf, 
s^lust sigeleana 
seald in beofonum. 
Dus me fseder mln 
on fyrndagum 
unweaxenne 
wordura lairde, 
sewde sd'Scwidum 



although we offence 
against him often work^ 
1036 wounded with sins^ 
if we soon again 
of the ill deeds 
make compensation^ 
and from unright 
1090 again refrain ; 

therefore I in truth 
and my own father 
♦ ak ♦ « 

afterwards believed, 
loss that suffered 

the God of all glory, 

the leader of life, 

a loathly punishment, 

for the extreme need 
1040 of the human race ) 

therefore I teach thee 

through my song, 

dearest man, 

that thou contemptuous words, 
1045 malice or accusation 

never make 

with grim response 

against God's son, 

if thou desirest 
1050 that to thee eternal life, 

the best reward of victory 

be given in heaven.' 

Thus my father . 

in days of yore 
1065 me a child 

with words instructed, 

taught with true sayings 
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"Sam waes Symon nama, 

guma geh^um firdd. 

Nil ge geare cunnon 1060 

hwfiet e<5w "Sfies on sefau 

shiest ]7ynce 

t6 gecy^anne, 

gif "JSeiSs cwen usic 

frigne^ ymb "BaBt tred, 1066 

nd ge fyrh^sefan 

and modge]7anc 

minne cunnon. 

Him ^k t6genes 

"S^ gleawestan 1070 

on wera J^re^te 

wordum mseldon : 

Naefre we hyrdon 

hsele^ ffinigne 

on "Sisse )7e6de 1075 

•Sialic cy^an, ^, 

ymb swA digle wyrd. 

DA &wk iSe )?ynce, 

fyrngidda fr6d, 

gif M frygnen sie loeo 

on wera corSre. 

Wlsddmes bej^earf, 

worda waerlicra, 

and witan snyttro 

se 'Ssere se'Selan sceal ioss 

andwyrde ^gifan 

for 15ysllcre 

j>reit on mcBle. 



whose name was Simon, 

a man prudent of spirit. 

Now ye know well 

what to your own minds 

seems best about this matter 

to state, 

if this queen of us 

enquireth about the tree, 

now ye my mhid 

and thought 

know.'* 

Against him 

the most knowing 

in the company of men 

spake with words : 

'* We never heard 

any one 

in this nation 

make such a revelation as this, 

about so secret a fate. 

Do as seems best to thee, 

prudent in old traditions, 

if thou be asked 

in the assemblage of men. 

Wisdom he requires, 

wary words, 

and a councillor's prudence 

who shall to the noble lady 

an answer give 

for such 

a multitude, in the council." 
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VIL 

Wedxon wordcwidum^ 
weras J^e^htedon 
on faealfa gehwser, 
sunie hider sume ]'i'Ser 
J^rydedon and ]?ohton. 
Dk cwom ]7egna he^p 
td "BAm hereme^le^ 
hre<5pon friccan^ 
ciseres bodan : 
E<5w "Seos cwen la'Sa'S, 
secgas t6 salore, 
"Saet ge seono'Sddmas 
rihte reccen, 
is edw rsedes J^earf 
on me'Selstede, 
m6des snyttro* 
He<5 waeron gearwe, 
ge<5morm6de 
leddgebyrgean, 
"8^ hie lai^od weeron 
{'urh heard gebann, 
t6 hofe eddon^ 
cyiS'Son crseftes niiht. 
D^ se6 cwen ougan 
weras ^bresce 
wordum negau, 
fricggan fyrhlSwfenige, 
ymb fymgewritu, 
hii on worulde £r 
witgan sungon^ 
g&sthftlige gimian, 
be godes bearne ; 

VERC. 



VIL 

1090 They waxed with words^ 
the men took counsel 
on every side, 
some hither some thither 
deliberated and thought* 

lods Then came a troop of thanes 
to the warlike ^ouncil^ 
heralds made proclamation^ 
the emperor's messengers : 
" You this queen inviteth, 

1100 men, to her palace, 

that ye the synodal decree 
may rightly give, 
need have you of council 
in the place of parliament, 

1106 prudence of mind." 
They were ready, 
sad of mood, 
the citizens, 
where they were invited 

iiifiT^ by hard summons, 
. to the court they went, 
they showed the power of craft. 
Then began the queen 
the Hebrew men 

1115 with words to address, 
to ask them, low of spirit, 
concerning the old scriptures, 
how anciently in the world 
prophets sung, 

1120 men holy of spirit, 
of the son of God ; 

D 
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hw^r se J^edden 

ge)7r6wade, 

86$ sunu meotudes 

for siwla lufan. 1125 

He6 wseron stearce, 

sikne heardran, 

noldoQ "Saet geiyne 

rihte c^an, 

ne hire andsware iiso 

ffinigne secgan, 

tomgeniJSlan^ 

iSses bed kirn t6 sdhte, 

ac bed worda gehw£^ 

wi'Serssec fremedon^ iiss 

faeste on fyrh^, 

"Sset bed frignan ongan : 

cws^don "Seet bed on aldre 

^wibt swylcefi 

ne £r ne svS luo 

fiefre byrdon. 

Elene maiSelade^ 

and him yrre onewffi'S : 

Ic edw id sdBe 

secgan wille, lus 

and "Sses in life 

lyge ne wyrSeiS, 

gif ge ^isum le^se 

leng gefylga^ 

mid fsecne :gefice, iiso 

'Se me forestanda'S^ 

•JJaet edw in beorge 

bael forninieiS 

b^ttdst beaSowelma, 

and edwer hrk bryttaiS use 

I^cende lig. 



wbere tbe king 

suffered, 

tbe true son of tbe Creator 

for tbe sake of souls. 

Tbey were obstinate, 

barder tban stone, 

tbey would not tbe mystery 

rigbtly teU, 

nor say to ber 

any answer, 

workers of rage, 

of wbat sbe sougbt from tbem, 

but tbey of every word 

made denial, 

obstinate in spirit, 

wbicb sbe began to ask : 

tbey said tbat in tbeir lives 

anything of tbe kind 

neither before nor since 

bad tbey ev^r heard. 

Elene spake, 

and angrily addressed them : 

" I will tell you 

truly, 

Qnd never shall this 

be made false, 

if ye this falsehood 

longer pursue 

with fraudulent deceit, 

who now stand before me, 

that you upon the bill 

fire shall consume 

hottest of war- waves, 

and your carcase shall disperse 

exulting fire, 
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&et e<5w sceal Vsds le&& that for you this falsehood 

^wundrad weorSan shall be made a wonder of 

to woruldgedftle^ eveu unto death^ 

ne magon ge "Sa word ges^iSan^ ye cannot make good the words 
%e ge hwile nii on unriht which ye but now unjustly 

wrigon under womma sce^lum^hid under folds of falsehood, 
ne magon ge pk wyrd bemti$aQ,ye caunot hide that fate> 
bedyrnan pk de6pan mihte. conceal the deep might/' 
Diwurdonhiede^iSesonw^nan^Then were they in expectation 

of death, 



kdes and endelifes, 
and "Sfier ^k £nne betsehton, 
giddum gearusnottome, 
"Sam wses Judas nama 
cenned for cnedmagum, 1170 
%one hie iSsere cwene ^6fon, 
saegdon bine sundorwlsne : 
He "Se maeg s6iS gecy*San, 
onwreon wyrda geryno, 



the funeral pile and end of life, 
and there then they gave up 
well prudent in songs, [one, 
to whom the name of Judas 
was given by his kindred, 
him they gave up to the queen, 
they called him wondrous wise: 
'* He may tell thee the truth, 
reveal the mysteries of fate. 



*r 



sw^ M bine wordum frignest, as thou askest him in words. 



seriht from orde 
0*8 ende forB : 
he is for eo^San 
se'Seles cy^Des, 
wordcrseftes wis, 
and witgan sunu, 
bald on me^le, 
hi^l gebyrde is 
"Saet he g^ncwidas 
gleawe hsebbe, 
crteft in bredstum. 
He gecy«e« «e 
for wera mengo 
wlsddmes gife, 
]^urh "Sa miclan miht. 



1186 



1190 



the law from the beginning 
forth unto the end : 
he is, in earthly matters, 
of a noble race, 
wise of word-craft, 
and a prophet's son, 
bold in conference, 
to him it belongs 
to have 

prudent replies, 
craft in his breast. 
He will show thee 
before the multitude of men 
the gift of wisdom, 
through the great might, 
D 2 
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swk •Sin m6d lufa«. 

Hid on sibbe forWt 

s^can gehwylcne 

^genne card, 

and Sone »nne genam 1195 

Judas id gtsle, 

and ^k georne bsed 

•Sffit he be "B^re r6de 

ribt getfiehte, 

Se ffir in legere waes 1200 

lange bedyrned, 

and bine seolfne 

sundor ^clgde. 

Elene ma'Selode 

td 'S&m inbagan, 1205 

tire^dig cwen : 

De sint id gearu, 

SW& lif sw^ dea,% 

Bwk iSe ledfre hrS 

td geceosanne. 1210 

Cy^ ricene nil 

bwaet "Stl "Sffis id )?inge 

J'afian wille. 

Judas bire ong6n ]>ingode. 



as tby mood lovetb.'' 

Sbe dismissed in peace 

eacb one to seek 

bis own dwelling, 

and took tbe one^ 

Judas, as a bostage^ 

and tben earnestly entreated 

tbat be about tbe cross 

tbe trutb sbould tell^ 

wbicb was before in its place 

long concealed, 

and bimself 

sbe called apart. 

Elene spake 

to tbe solitary man, 

tbe glorious queen : 

*^ For tbee are botb prepared, 

eitber life or deatb, 

as best tbee pleasetb 

to cboose. 

Tell me at once 

wbat composition in tbis matter 

tbou art willing to makel" 



Judas treated in turn witb ber^ 
nemeabtebe'SagebiSubebtigan,be could not avoid tbe sorrow, 
oncyrran rex geni'Slan, [dum : avert tbe rage of bunger, 
be waes on "Baerecwene geweal- be was in the queen's power : 



Hii maeg Saem geweorSan 

"Se on westenne 

m^Se and meteleds 1220 

mdrland trydeiS, 

bungre gehaefted, 

and him blaf and st^n 

on gesib'Se . . . 

bu geweorSaiS, 1225 



" How may it be with him 
who in the desert 
weary and foodless 
treads the moorland, 
fettered witb bunger, 
and bread and a stone 
before his sight . . . 
both are, 
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streac and hnesce^ 
%aet he "Sonne stkn nime 
wis hungres hied, 
hMes ne gyniie^ 
gewende td wsedle 
and "Sa wiste wiiSssece, 
beteran wi'Shyccge, 
"Sonne he bega beneah. 



the hard and the soft, 
that he should take the stone 
as a protection against hunger, 
and neglect the bread, 
1230 turn to poverty 

and refuse abundance, 
reject the better thing, 
when he requires both ? " 



VIII. 

Him Vk sed eadige 
andwyrde ^geaf, 
Elene for eorlum, 
undeamunga : 
Gif SA in heofonrice 
habban wille 
eard mid englum, 
and on eorSan lif, 
sigorledn in swegle, 
saga ricene me 
hwfier se6 r6d wunige 
radorcyninges, 
h&lig under hrusan, 
Se ge hwlle nt 
)7urh morSres mEn 
maunum dyrndun. 
Judas maSelade, 
him wses gedmor sefa, 
h^t set heortan, 
and gehwseSres wi, 
ge he heofonrlces • . . 
.... sw& m6de, 
and Sis andwearde 
Anforl^te 



VIII. 

To him then the blessed one 
1235 gave answer, 

Elene before the men, 

openly : 

" If thou in heaven's realm 

wilt have 
1240 a dwelling with angels, 

and life on earth, [firmament, 

a reward of victory in the 

tell me at once 

where remains the cross 
1245 of the king of heaven, 

holy under the earth, 

which for a long while now 

through murderous malice 

ye have hidden from men." 
1250 Judas spake, 

sad was his mind, 

hot at heai*t, 

and on both sides woe, 

whether he heaven kingdom^& 
1255 . . . . so in his mind, 

and should renounce 

this present 
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rice under roderum^ 
ge he "Sa rdde ne t^hte : 

HH mseg ic 'Sset fitidan 1260 

"Baet swA fyrn gewear^ 

wintra gatignm. 

is nii worn sceacen^ 

twk hund o*S{$e mk 

geteled rime^ 1266 

ic ne maeg ^reccan 

nu ic "Sset rim ne can ; 

is nik feale nVS^an 

forSgewitenra, 

fr6dra and g6dra 1270 

Se us fore w^ron^ 

gleawra gumena. 

Ic on gedgu'Se wearS, 

on sii^dagum 

si^^an ftcenned^ 1275 

cnihtgedng hseleS^ 

ic ne can "Sflet ic nat 

fiudan on fyrhiSe, 

•Saet sw^ fyrn gewearS. 

Elene maiSelade isso 

him on ondsware : 

Kii is ^set geworden 

on 'Sisse wer)^<5de^ 

'Sset we swa monigfeald 

on gemynd witon, 1286 

alra t&cna gebyic 

SW& Trojana 

J?urh gefeoht fremedon, 

•Bflet Wfes fyr micl£^ 

open ealdgewinn, 1290 

iSonne *e6s ee^ele gewyrd, 



power under heaven^ 

or whether he should not gkwe 

up the cross : 
^^ How may I find that 
which happened so far off 
in the courses of years ? 
a multitude have past^ 
two hundred or more 
numbered in tale, 
I cannot relate 

since I know not their number; 
since then have many men 
passed away, 
wise and good men, 
that before us were, 
men full of understanding. 
I in my youth, 
in the latter days 
was after bom, 
a child, 

I can not what I know not 
find in my mind, 
what happened so far back." 
Elene spake 
to him in answer : 
" How does it happen 
in this country, 
that we so manifold things 
know in remembrance, 
every notable act 
which the Trojans 
did in battle, 

that was far more remote, 
an open old contest, 
than this noble fate. 
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geara gongum ; 

ge 'Sset geare cunnon 

eiSre gereccan, 

hwset yadr eaUra wses, 1295 

on manrlme^ 

morSorslebtes, 

dareiSUcendra, 

deadra gefeallen 

under bordhagan^ 1300 

ge ^k byrgenna 

under 8t&Qble6i5um> 

and ^k stowe swk mme^ 

and "Sa wintergerim 

on gewritu setton. i306 

Judas niaiSelade^ 

gnornsorge wseg : 

We "Sees hereweorces 

hlffifdige min, 

for nyd];earfe laio 

ne^r mjmdgia'S^ 

and U vngg^mce 

on gewritu setton^ 

]7e6da gebfi^u : 

and ISis nsefre )^urh 1315 

binges mannes 

mil's gebyrdon 

haeleSum cyiSan, 

butan h^r nd iSft. 

Him se6 ae'Sele cwen laao 

%eaf andsware : 

Wi'Sssecest ^ii td swt^e 

sdlSe and rlbte 

ymb "Saet lifes tre6w, 

and nd lytl6 ser 1325 

ssegdest sd^ltce 



in the courses of years ? 

ye know well enough 

more readily to narrate that^ 

what there was of all^ 

in the number of men^^ 

the death-blows^ 

the gaveline players, 

the dead fallen 

under the wall of shields, 

yea, their sepulchres 

under mounds of stone, 

and the place also 

and the number of years 

in writing ye have set," 

Judas spake, 

sorrow of mind he bore : 

** We this warlike deed, 

O my lady, 

for great need 

have kept in near remembrance, 

and the crush of battle 

have set in writing, 

the conduct of the people : 

and this we have never 

through any one's 

mouth heard 

declared to men, 

but now here." 

To him the noble queen 

returned answer : 

" Thou deniest too strongly 

the truth and right 

about the tree of life, 

and yet but a little before 

thou spakest truly 
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be 9&m sigebeSme 
leddum iSlnuiii, 
and nii on lyge cyrreet. 
Judas hire ong^n ]?ingode 
cwae'S 1330 

iSset he ^aet on geh'Su gesprsece 
and tweon swlSdst. 
Wende him ]n^e hnftgre ; 
him oncwse^ hraiSe 
c&seres mspg : 1335 

Hwset we Sffit hyrdon 
)>urh h&Iige b^c 
haele'Sum cy*5an, 
^ffit ^hangen waes 
on Caluarie 1340 

cyninges freobeam, 
godes gdstsunu. 
Dii scealt geagifinga 
wisdom onwr^on^ 
SW& gewritu secga'S 1345 

after stedewange, 
hw^r 8e6 stow sie 
Caluarie, 

^r "Sec ewealm nime, 
swylt for synnum, 1390 

"JSflftt ic hie si'8'8an meege 
geclfi^nsian 
Criste id willan, 
hsele'Sum id helpe^ 
Vtet me hMig god 1355 

gefylle fre£ mihtig 
feores inge]?ane^ 
weoruda wuldorgeofa, 
willan minne^ 
g^sta gedcend. 1360 



of the victorious beam 

to thy own people, 

and now turnest on lying/' 

Judas spake to her again and 

said 
that he spoke that in trouble 
and much in doubt. [while ; 
He humbled himself for a 
soon him addressed 
the emperor's kinswoman : 
" Lo we have heard that 
through holy books 
revealed to men, 
namely that on Calvary 
was hanged up 
the free child of the king, 
the spiritual son of God. 
Thou shalt in turn 
wisdom display, 
as scriptures tell 
respecting the place^ 
where is the spot 
Calvary, 

ere death seize on thee, 
destruction for sins, 
that I may afterwards 
purify it 

for Christ's sake, 
for the help of men, 
so that holy God 
mighty Lord may fulfil 
the thought of my mind, 
glory-giver of hosts, 
my will, 
the saviour of spirits." 
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Hire Judas oncwae'S 

sttShycgende : 

Ic "Sft stowe ne can, 

ne 'Sses wanges wiht, 

ne "Sa wlsan cann* i365 

Elene ma'Selode 

|>urh eome hyge : 

Ic "Saet geswerige 

]?urh sunu meotudes, 

iSone ^hangnan god, 1370 

"JSset "Sii hungr^ scealt 

for cnedwm^uni 

cwylmed weorSan, 

btitan "Stl forlsete 

"Sa ledsunga, 1376 

and me sweotolUce 

s6iS gecy^e. 

H^ht "SA 8w^ cwicne 

corSre I^edan, 

scttfan scyldigne, i38o 

scealcas ne gseldon, 

in drigan seaS, 

•Bfier he dugu^a le^s 

siomode in sorgum 

seofon nihta fyrst 1386 

under hearmlocan, 

hungr^ ge)?re&tod, 

clommum beclungeu : 

and ^k cleopigan ongan, 

sarum besyled, 1390 

on "Sone seofe'San daeg, 

m^'Se and meteleas, 

msegen waes geswi'Srod : 

Ic edw hdlsie 

l^urh heofona god 1395 



Her Judas addressed 

stubborn of thought : 

^^ I know not the place, 

nor anything of the plain, 

nor do I know the manner ! ** 

Elene spake 

through angry mind : 

" This I swear 

by the son of the Creator, 

the crucified God, 

that thou with hunger shalt 

for thy family 

be put to death, 

unless thou desert 

thy lies, 

and clearly unto me 

the truth reveal !" 

Then she bade him all alive 

with a troop to be led, 

guilty to be cast, 

(the servants delayed not) 

into a dry pit, 

where he deprived of honour 

loured in sorrow 

seven nights long 

under the locks of trouble, 

threatened with hunger, 

clung with bonds : 

then began he to cry, 

soiled with pains, 

upon the seventh day, 

weary and meatless, 

his strength was overcome : 

" I implore you 

through the God of heaven 
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Saet ge me of ISissum ear- 

Gpforlaeten, [fe'Sum 

hel^nDefram hungresgeniSlan^ 

ic *Sfiet h&lige tred 

lustum cylSe, i4oo 

nd ic hit leng ne msg 

helan for hungre ; 

is "Ses haeft t6 "San strange 

yreinfd "Ses )7earl 

and '8es J?roht t5 ^ses heard 

ddgorrlmum ; 

ic ^dredgan ne maeg, 

n€ leng helan 

be ^&m lifes tretf, 

"Se^h ic £r mid dysig^ uio 

)>urhdrifen w^re, 

and "Sset 86^$ t6 late 

seolf gecnedwe. 



that ye release me 
from this misery^ ment, 

humbled from hmiger's tor- 
I the holy tree 
win gladly rereal^ 
since I no longer may 
conceal it for hunger ; 
my bond is so strong, 
the compulsion so severe 
and the suffering so hard 
in the days of my life ; 
I cannot endure it, 
nor longer conceal 
respecting the tree of life, 
though I before with folly 
was thoroughly penetrated, 
and the truth too late 
myself admit." 



IX. 

Bk «aet gehyrde 

sid S^r hsele'Sum scedd, uis 

beomes gebaero, 

hid behead hra^Se, 

'Sset hine man of nearwe 

and of nydcleofan, 

fram ^km engan hofe uao 

lipforWte. 

Hie «at dfstllce 

efnedon sdna, 

and hine mid ^rum 

tipgelseddon 

of carceme, 

swA him sed cwen behead. 



1425 



IX. 

When she heard 

who commanded the warriors, 

the conduct of the man, 

she gave quick command, 

that from his close 

and painful prison, 

from the narrow place, 

they should let him up. 

They with speed 

that soon performed, 

and him with care 

led up 

from prison, 

as the queen commanded. 
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8t6poii «A td "S^re stowe 

sttShycgetide 

on "Sa diine %, 1430 

•Se dryhteti &c 

ahangen wses, 

heofanrlces weard^ 

godbearn on galgan ; 

and hw£e$re geare nyste 1435 

hungre gehyned, 

hwser si6 h&lig r6d 

}?urh searu * * 

•F *P *P ^ 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 1440 

foldan getyned, 

lange legere fsest^ 

le<5dum dyme 

wunode wselreste. 

Word stunde &h6{ 1445 

elnes oncy*8ig) 

and on 6brisc spraec : 

Dryhten h^lend M «e &h8t 

d6ina geweald 

and ^a geworhtest Jmrh i4fio 

%lnes wuldres miht 

heofon and eorSan 

and holmj^raece^ 

Sffis sldne fee'Sin 

samod ealle gesceaft ; 1455 

and M imsete 

mundum iSlnuni 

ealne ymbhwyrft 

and fiprador^ 

and M sylf sitest, 1460 

sigora waldend, 

ofer 'Sfilm ae'Selestan 



Then went the stout-hearted 

onto the place 

aloft npon the hilly 

where the lord of old 

was crucified^ 

the guardian of hearen's realm, 

the divine son upon the cross ; 

and yet thoroughly knew not 

the hunger-tamed, 

where the holy rood 

through crafty * * 

* * * * 

aK >|e 9K aK 

hidden in earth, 
long fast in its place, 
concealed from the people 
abode in deadly rest 
His word at once uplifted 
the man conscious of power, 
and in Hebrew spake : [hast 
'^ Lord the Saviomr thou that 
power of dignities 
and wroughtest through 
the might of thy glory 
heaven and earth 
and ocean's power, 
the sea's wide bosom, 
and every creature ; 
thou that measurest 
with thy hands 
the whole circumference 
and the firmament aloft, 
and thyself sittest, 
lord of victories, 
above the noblest 
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engelcynne^ 

'Se geond lyft fara*S 

Ie6ht6 bewuudene^ 1465 

inicl^ msegenj^rymin^ ; 

ne mseg 'Saer manna gecjrnd 

of eorSwegum 

Upgeftran 

in lichoman 1470 

mid ^km leohtan gedryht. 

Wuldres llras 

^d geworhtest ^k, 

and t6 ]>egnunge 

"Slnre gesettest 1476 

h&lig and heofonllc, 

iS&ra on hftde sint 

in sindre^e 

six genemned, 

^k ymbsealde sint i48o 

mid sixum edc, 

fiiSrum gefrsetwad, 

fsegere sctnai^ ; 

iS&ra sint feower 

iSe on flyhte k i485 

1$a l^egnunge 

t'rymme beweotigai^ 

fore onsyne 

£ces d^man, 

singalltce 1490 

singa'S in wuldre 

hsedrum stefnum 

heofoncyninges lof, 

wd'Sa wlitegaste, 

and "S^s word cwe^aj? 1495 

clsenum stefnum, 

^^m is Ceraphin nama : 



race of angels, 

which through the heaven go 

with light surrounded, 

with mighty majesty ; 

there may not kind of man 

from the earthly ways 

go up 

in the body 

with the bright troop. 

Messengers of glory 

thou wroughtest there, 

and to thy service 

didst iqipoint 

holy and heavenly, 

of whom in their condition are 

in joy eternal 

six named, 

who surrounded are . 

also with six, 

wings adorned, 

brightly they shine ; 

four of them there are 

who ever flying 

their service 

mightily perform 

before the face 

of the eternal judge, 

eternally 

they sing in glory 

with serene voices 

the praise of heaven's king, 

the most beautiful of songs, 

and these words speak 

with pure voices, 

whose name is Cherubim : 
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Hklig is se blliga 
heihengla god, 
weoroda wealdend. 
Is "Sees wuldres ful 
heofuD and eorSe, 
and eall heahmsegen 
tire getftcnod. 
Sindon th on ^km 
sigorcynn on swegle, 
'Se man Seraphin 
be naman hite^S, 
he sceal ueorxna wang 
and Itfes tre<5 
legend sweord^ 
Mlig healdan : 
heardecg ewaea'S, 
beofaiS brogden msel, 
and bledni wrixle'S 
gr&pum gryrefest ; 
Sees ^ii god dryhten 
wealdest wldanfyrh?, 
and ^a womfuUe 
scyldwyrcende, 
scea^an of radorum 
ftwurpe wouhydige, 
"Sa sid w6rge sceolu 
under heolstorhofu 
hre<5san sceolde 
in wlta forwyrd, 
•Sfier hie in wylme nCl 
dredga'S defi'Scweale 
in draean ffle^me, 
t^edstrum forJ?ylmed, 
He Slnuni wi'Bsdc 
aIdord6me, 



' Holy is the holy 

God of archangels, 
1500 the Lord of hosts ! 

Of his glory are full 

heaven and earthy 

and all the lofty power 

with glory marked ! ' 
1505 Two more besides there are 

victorious beings in heaven^ 

whom we Seraphim 

call by name, 

whose duty it is paradise 
1510 and the tree of life 

with fiery sword 

holy to hold : 

the hard edge shaketh, 

the twisted mail trembleth, 
1615 and with colours varies 

terribly fast in their grasp ; 

since thou Lord Grod 

rulest for ever, 

and the defiled 
1520 workers of sin, 

the guilty ones from heaven 

drovest in despair, 

when the wretched crew 

beneath dwellings of darkness 
1525 were compelled to fall 

into the ruin of punishment, 

where they now in flame 

suffer deadly pains 

in the embrace of serpents, 
1530 overwhelmed with darkness. 

He thy supremacy 

withstood. 
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'Saes he in erm'Saai yceal 

ealra fClla fdl, 

f&h j^rdwian, 1535 

]?e<5wn^d J^olian, 

iSfler he 'Sin ne m^g 

word ftweorpan ; 

is in witum faest 

ealre synne fruma imo 

susle gebuoden. 

Gif«ln wUlasie, 

wealdend engia, 

'Sset ricsie 

seSe on r6de wsds, ;i545 

and ];urh Marian 

in middangearde 

fteenned wearS 

in cildes h&d^ 

]?e6den eagla^ isso 

gif be Sin naere 

sunu synna leas, 

nsefre he soiSra sw& feala 

in woruldrlce 

wundra gefremede isss 

ddgorgerimum ; 

no M of dediSe hine 

Bwk ]?rymlice, 

]?e6da wealdend, 

ftweabte for weorodum, iseo 

gif he in wuldre 'Sinum 

)>urh Vk beorhtan 

beam ne wsere. 

6ed6 nd, fseder engla, 

forSbedcen «in, ises 

swA iSCl gehyrdest 

iSone h^lgan wer 



wherefore in misery shall he, ' 

foul of all foul tihings, 

stained suffer, 

a slavish need endure, 

where he may not 

thy word past asid^ ; 

fast in punishments is 

the origin of ajl sia 

in torment bound. 

If it be thy will, 

ruler of angels, 

that He shall reign 

who was upon the cross, 

and through Mary 

into the world 

was bom 

in form of a child, 

(O king of angels^ 

had he not been 

thy guiltless son, 

never in the world could he 

so many true 

miracles have performed 

during his life ; [death 

never wouldst thou him from 

so gloriously, 

O lord of hosts, 

have raised up before men, 

if he in thy glory 

through the bright maid 

thy son had not been !) 

Do now, O father of angels, 

thy conspicuous sign, 

as thou heardest 

the holy man 
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Moyses on melSle, 

ik ^H, mihta god^ 

gehywdest 'S&m eorle, isto 

on Vk se'Selan ttd, 

under beorhhli^ 

Mn Josephes ; 

swi ic ^ey weoroda wealdend^ 

gif hit sie wilia 'Sin, i67i 

]?urh *S8et beorhte gesceap 

biddau wille> 

'Sset me ISset goldhord, 

gdsta scippend, 

geopeuie, i58o 

*S6et yldum wms 

lange bebyded« 

Forlaet nCl, lifes fruma, 

of ^km wangstede 

wynsumne fip isss 

under radores ryne 

r^c astigan, 

lyftl^Lcende. 

Ic gelyfe «e s^l, 

and %y fsestlicor isgo 

ferhS ataSelige, 

hyht untwedndne 

on iSone l^hangnan Crist, 

"SflBt he sie sdMce 

s&wla nergend, itos 

^ce, .«&lmihtig, 

Israhela cyning ; 

walde wtdanferh'S 

wuldres on heofenum, 

k butan ende, ifioo 

^cra gestealda. 



Moses in discourse, 

when thou, O God of power, 

shewedst the man, 

in that noble hour, 

under the rocky ledge 

the bones of Joseph ; 

so I thee. Lord of hosts, 

if it be thy will, 

through that bright creature 

will implore, 

that to me the treasure, 

creator of spirits, 

thou wilt open, 

which was among men 

long concealed. 

Let now, lord of life, 

up from the plain, 

sweet 

under the course of heaven 

a vapour ascend, 

playing through the air. 

All the better shall I believe, 

and all the firmer 

fix my mind, 

my undoubting hope 

on Christ the crucified, 

that he is verily 

the saviour of souls, 

eternal, almighty, 

the king of Israel ; 

that he shall rule for ever 

glory in heaven, 

world vrithout end, 

the eternal mansions ! " 
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Dk of "S^re stowe 

stedm upkrk» 

swylce r^c under radorum. 

Dser dr^red wearS leos 

beomes breostsefa. 

He mid bsetn handum 

eadig and segle^w 

upweard plegade. 

Judas ma'Selode 1610 

gleaw in ge)?ance : 

Nii ic }?urh s6i$ hafu 

seolf gecnilwen 

on heardum hyge^ 

iSset M hselend eart 1615 

middangeardes. 

Sie "S^, mflegena God, 

J^rymsittendum, 

]7anc butan ende, 

-Sfles ^ii me swk m^iSum 1620 

and sw^ ni^nweorcum, 

)?urh "Sin wuldor inwrige 

wyrda geryno. 

NH ic *e, beam godes 

biddan wille, 1625 

weoroda willgifa, 

nt ic w^t, "Saet iSd eart 

gecy^ed and ^cenned 

allra cyninga Jvym, 

'Saet "SCl ma ne sie i63o 

mtnra gylta, 

^ara "Se ic gefremede 

nales fe^m si^um, 



Then from the place 

a steam rose tip 

like smoke under the sky. 

Then was uplifted 

the spirit of the man. 

He with both hands 

blessed and prudent 

waved aloft. 

Judas spake 

wise of thought : 

" Now have I in truth 

myself acknowledged 

in my hard heart, 

that thou art the saviour 

of the world ! 

Be to thee, God of power, 

sitting in glory, 

thanks without end, 

for that thou to me so weary 

and so evil of deeds, [vealed 

through thy miracle hast re* 

the mysteries of fate ! 

Now, Son of God, 

will I implore thee, 

giver of blessings to men, 

now I know that thou art 

proclaimed and born 

the glory of all kings, 

that thou be no longer 

of my sins, 

which I have committed 

no few times, 
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metud^ gemyndig. 

Lset mec^ mihta God, i636 

on rimtale 

rices iSines, 

mid h^ligra 

hlyte wunigan 

in Vedve beorhtan byrig, i64o 

•Bffir is brd^or mln 

geweorSod in wuldre, 

SaBs he waere wi-S "Sec, 

Stephanas heold, 

'Sedh he stangredtum 1645 

worpod w^re ; 

he hafaiS wigges lean^ 

bled bCltan blinne ; 

sint in b6cuni his 

wundor "Ba he worhte i65o 

on gewritum cy*8ed. 

Ougan "Ba wilfcegen 

aefter ^km wuldres tred, 

elnes ^nhydig, 

eorSan delfan 1655 

under turfbagan^ 

'Saet he on twentigum 

fdtmsSlum feor 

funde behelede, 

under nedbim ni^er 1660 

nsesse gehydde 

in ]7e6storcofan. 

He iSaer }?red mette 

in iS^m reonian hdfe 

r6da setsomne, i665 

gredte begrauene, 

sw^ hid geardagum 

^rledsra sceolu 

VBRC. 



mindful, O God ! 
Let me, God of might, 
among the number 
of thy kingdom, 
with the lot 
of thy saints abide 
in the bright dwelling, 
where my brother is 
advanced in glory, 
because he covenant with thee, 
(he Stephen) held, 
though he with stones 
was cast at ; [fare, 

he hath the reward of his war- 
glory without cessation ; 
in books are his 
wonders that he wrought 
declared in writing." 
Then began he well pleased 
after the tree of glory, 
intent on power, 
the earth to delve 
under the circuit of turf, 
until he twenty 
foot measures deep 
found it concealed, 
low beneath the downward 
promontory hidden 
in chests of darkness. 
There found he three 
in the dank dwelling 
crosses together, 
buried in the sand, 
as them in days of yore 
the impious band 
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eorSan bej^eahton 

Judeft; 1670 

hie wVS Oodes bearne 

niS Shdfon, 

Bwti hie no sceoldon, 

"S^r hie leahtra framan 

Iftrum ne hfrdon. ie75 

Dft wies mddgemyud 

miclum geblissod, 

hyge onhyrded 

]?urh "Sffit h&lige tred, 

imbryrded bredstsefa, leso 

siSSan beicenige 

haligne under hrusan 

he mid handum beffing, 

wuldres wynbedoii 

and mid weorode Ahdf ie» 

of foldgraefe. 

F^i^e gestas 

eddon^ se^elingas^ 

in on iSa ceastre ; 

asetton ^k on gesyhiSe 1690 

sigebeamas ]^ry, 

eorlas anhydige, 

for Elenan cne<5, 

coUenferli'Se. 

Cwen weorces gefeah 1695 

on ferhiSsefan, 

and ^k frignan ongan^ 

on hwylcum ^kvh be^ma 

beam wealdendes, 

hsele^a hyhtgifa^ 1700 

hangen w^re. 

Hwffit we iSaet hyrdon 

]7urh halige b^c 



of Jews 

with earth had covered ; 

they against God's Son 

malice reared up, 

as they should not have done, 

when they of the Lord of bliss 

the doctrine obeyed not. 

Then was his mind 

greatly rejoiced, 

his spirit confirmed 

by the holy tree, 

the mind exalted, 

after the sign 

holy beneath the earth 

with hands he seized, 

the joyful tree of glory, 

and raised it with a host 

from its earthly grave. 

The active men, 

the nobler went 

into the city ; 

there they placed in sight 

the three victorious trees, 

the steadfast men, 

before the knee of Elene, 

bold of mind. 

The queen rejoiced in the work 

in her mind, 

and then began to ask, 

upon which of the trees 

the Son of God, 

the hope-giver of men, 

were crucified ? 

" Lo we have heard that, 

through holy books 
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t&cnum cy^an^ 

iSaet tw^gen mid him 1705 

ge}7r6wedon, 

and he waes )?ridda sylf 

on r6detre<5. 

Rodor eal geswearc 

on "Sa sli-San tld. mo 

Saga, gif -SCl cunne, 

on hwylcre iSisaa |?re6ra, 

J'edden engla 

geJ?r6wode, 

}>Fymmes hyrde. ma 

Ne meahte hire Judas^ 

116 ful gere wiste, 

sweotole gecySan 

be "S&m sigebedme, 

on hwylcre se h^end 1720 

ahafen w^re, 

sigebeam Godes ; 

^ he dsettan h^ht 

on iSone middel 

iSffire msiran byrig 1725 

be^as mid bearhtme^ 

and gebidan ^sbt^ 

d^iSaet him gec^^de 

cyning aelmihtig 

wundor for weorodum^ 1730 

be Vkm wuldres tre<5. 

Gesseton sigerdfe, 

sang ^h6fon 

r£ed)?eahtende 

ymb "Sa r6da J?re6, 1735 

6« «a nigoB^n tid, 

haefdon neowne gefedn 

mffirSum gem^ted. 



with tokens to have been sbown^ 
that two with him 
suffered, 

and he was himself the third 
upon the cross. 
The heaven all darkened 
at the fatal tidie. 
Say, if thou know, 
on which of these three, 
the King of angels 
suffered, 

the master of glory." 
Judas could not to her, 
nor did he thoroughly know, 
clearly tell 

concerning the victorious tree, 
on which the Saviour 
were uplifted, 

the conquering Son of God ; 
until he commanded to be 
in the middle [placed 

of the mighty city 
the trees with clamour, 
and there abide, 
until to them should reveal 
the Almighty King 
some miracle before the people, 
concerning the tree of glory. 
The victorious men sat, 
the song there raised 
the counsellors 
about the three crosses, 
until the ninth hour, 
they had new joy 
wondrously met with. 
b2 
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Dft "S^r menigo cwom, 
folc unlytel, 
and geferenne man 
brohton on b£re, 
beorna 'pve&te 
on n&weste, 
waes Vk nigoSe tid, 
gingne^ g&stle^ne. 
D& "Sier Judas waes 
on mddsefan 
miclum geblissod ; 
h^ht M isettan 
s^wlledsne, 
life belidenes 
lie on eorSan, 
unlifgendes, 
and iTp&hdf, 
rihtes r^niend, 
iS&ra r6da tw^^ 
fyrh-Sgledw, on fae'Sme 
ofer "Sfiet fsege h^s, 
dedphycgende : 
bit w«es de^d Bwk ser, 
lie legere fsest 
leomu c61edon 
]>redn^dum bej^eaht. 
D4 sid ]7ridde wss 
&hafen hUig : 
hr& wses on anblde 
6'SiSaet him uppan 
ae'Selinges waes 
r6d Eraered^ 
rodoreyninges be^m, 
sigebedeen s6'S : 
he s6na irks 



Then came thither the multi- 
1740 no little crowd, [tude, 

and a dead man 

brought on a bier, 

with a troop of men 

into the presence, 
1745 it was then the ninth hour, 

young, lifeless. 

Then was Judas 

in his mind 

greatly rejoiced ; 
1750 he then commanded to place 

the dead man, 

the body of the lifeless 

upon the earth, 

no longer living, 
1755 and raised aloft, 

preparing the rights 

two of the crosses, 

wise-minded, in the grasp 

over the dead house, 
1760 deep-thinking : 

it was dead as before, 

a corpse firm on its bed : 

the limbs had grown cold 

covered with oppression. 
1766 Then was the third one 

holy uplifted : 

the corpse awaited 

until upon it 

the noble's cross 
1770 was reared^ 

the tree of Heaven's King, 

true token of victory : 

he soon arose 
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gslste gegearwad, 

geador ht samod i776 

lie and skwl. 

Daer waes lof hafen 

faeger mid "Sy folc6 ; 

Paeder weorSodon, 

and "Sone so^an i780 

Sunu wealdendes 

wordum heredon. 

Sie him wuldor and j^anc 

& butan ende 

eallra gesceafta. i785 



furnished with spirit, 

both together 

body and soul. 

There was praise uplifted 

fair among the people ; 

the Father they worshiped, 

and the true 

Son of the ruler 

with words they glorified. 

To him be glory and thanks 

world without end 

from all creatures. 



• XI. 

Da wses ^km folce 
on ferhiSsefan 
ingemynde, 
SW& him k scyle, 
wundor "Sa "Se worhte 
weoroda dryhten 
td feorhnere 
fira cynne, 
lifes 14tte6w* 
D^ "Sffir lygesynnig 
on lyft &st^h 
l&cende fednd. 
Ongan ^k hled^rian 
hellededfol, 
eatol seclaeca 
yfela gemyndig : 
Hwaet is iSis \k manna 
"Se minne eft 
)?urh fymgefllt 
folgaiS wyrdeS, 



XL 

Then did the people 

in their minds 

remember, 

as they ever ought, 
1790 the miracles which wrought 

the Lord of Hosts 

for the salvation 

of the race of men, 

the guide of life. 
1795 Then there devising lies 

in air arose 

the flying fiend. 

Then there began to cry 

the devil of hell, 
1800 the foul wretch 

mindful of evil : 

^' Lo ! what man is this 

who again 

through the old conflict 
1805 injureth my state, 
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yceS ealdne nlB, 
£hta strdde'S. 
Dis is singal sacu, 
s&wla ne m6ton 
m^nfremmende 
in minum leng 
^tum wunigan. 
NA cwom el)?e<5dig 
"Sone ic sSr on firenum 
faestne talde, 
hafa% mec beredfod 
rihta gehwylces, 
feohgestredna^ 
nis iSaet feeger siS. 
Feala me se heelend 
hearma gefremede^ 
nl^a nearollcra, 
se iSe in Nazare'S 
4f£ded waes, 
siSiSan furSum wedx 
of cildh&de^ 
symie cyrde t6 him 
fl&hte mlne^ 
ne m6t senige nil 
rihte 8p6wan. 
Is his rice brftd 
ofer middangeard, 
mln is geswi^rod 
rsed under roderum ; 
ic "Ba r6de ne )?earf 
hleahtre herigean. 
Hwfiet se hselend me 
in "Sam engan ham 
oft getynde, 
geomrum t6 sorge. 



increaseth the old feud, 

destroyeth my possession ! 

This is an endless grievance, 

souls may not 
1810 though workers of evil 

any longer in my 

possession abide. 

Now hath come a str*inger 

whom I of old in guilt 
1815 fast reckoned, 

and hath bereaved me 

of every right, 

of my treasures, 

this is no fair play. 
1820 Many the Saviour 

of harms did me, 

of close mischiefs, 

he who in Nazareth 

was born^ 
182S after he first grew up 

from childhood, 

ever he turned to himself 

my possessions, 

nor can I now any 
1830 right enjoy. 

Broad is his kingdom 

over all the earth, 

violated is my 

counsel under heaven ; 
1835 I need not praise 

the cross with joy. 

Lo, me the Saviour 

in the narrow dwelling 

often shut up, 
1840 mournfully to my sorrow. 
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ic ]7urh Judas £r 
hyhtful gewearS, 
and nd gehyned eom, 
gdda gsesen, 
furh Judas eft, 
flh and fredndleds ; 
g^n ic findan ne can 
J?urh wr6htstafas 
wiiJercyr wtS iSan. 
Of ^^m wearhtreafum, 
ic ^wecce wiS -Se 
diSerne cyning 
se ehtcS ^In, 
and he forlaBteS 
l^re iSlne, 
and m&n}?e&wum 
mlnum folga'S^ 
and iSec 'Sonne sendeiS 
in iSa sweartestan 
and iSa wyrrestan 
wltebr6gan ; 
^aet M, sarum fors6ht, 
wi^ssBcest fseste 
iSone ahangnan cyning 
«&m M hyrdest ar. 
Him ^k gledwhydig 
Judas oncwfie'S, 
hseleiS, hildededr ; 
him waes hMig gast 
befolen faeste, 
fyrhAt lufu 
wealiende gewilt 
J?urh wigan snyttro, 
and iSaet word gecwaeS 
wl§d6mes ful : 



I formerly through Judas 

was made hopeful^ 

and now am shamed, 

made void of good, 
1846 again through Judas, 

hostile and friendless ; 

and yet I cannot find 

through hostile devices 

a refuge against it. 
1850 From the abodes of the cursed, 

I will raise up against thee 

another king 

who shall persecute thee, 

and he shall desert 
1865 thy doctrine, 

and my evil 

customs follow, 

and then shall send thee 

into the blackest 
I860 and the worst 

terrors of torture ; [sorrows, 

so that thou, sought home with 

shalt altogether deny 

the crucified king 
1865 whom thou before obeyedst/' 

Him prudent of mind 

Judas addressed, 

a hero, a beast of battle ; 

to him was the holy spirit 
1870 thoroughly granted, 

a love as hot as fire 

bubbling boiled 

through the warrior's prudence, 

and these words he spake 
1876 filled with wisdom : 
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Ne )?earft M sw^ 8wl«e, 

synna gemyndig, 

sir niwigan 

and ssece rseran^ 

morSres minfred^ isso 

Saet se mihtiga cyning 

in nedlnesse 

nKer bescMe'S 

synwyrcende 

in s'asla grund^ isss 

d6mes Ie£sne^ 

se "Se deddra feala 

word6 &wehte. 

Wite iii -Se gearw6r, 

"Sset "Sill unsnyttrum 1890 

ftnforl^te 

ledhta beorht6st 

and lufan dryhtnes^ 

"Sone fflegran gefe^n ; 

and on fyrbaeiSe i896 

suslum be]?rungen 

gi^^an wunodest, 

kde onseled^ 

and iSaer Awa scealt 

wi'Serhycgende 1900 

werg^u dreogan, 

yrm-Su biitan ende. 

Elene gehyrde 

hti se fe6nd and se fre6nd 

geflitu rserdon, 1905 

tireadig and trag 

on twa Haifa, 

synnig and gesaelig ; 

sefa wflBs "Se glsedra 

"Saes "Se heo gehyrde 1910 



** Thou needest not so much, 

O mindful of sins, 

sorrow renew 

and opposition raise, 

thou lord of evil deeds, 

since the mighty king 

into the abyss 

casteth down 

thee guilty 

into the abyss of sulphur, 

void of honour, 

he who many of the dead 

raised with his word. 

Know thou all the better 

that thou for thy folly 

didst lose 

of lights the brightest 

and the Lord's love, 

the fair joy ; 

and in the bath of fire 

oppressed with sulphur 

dwellest ever since, 

burned with flame, 

and there for ever shalt 

thou the apostate 

wretchedness endure, 

misery without end." 

Elene heard 

how the fiend and the friend 

this conflict reared, 

the glorious and the base 

on this side and that, 

the sinful and the. blessed ; 

the more glad was her mind 

in that she heard him 
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ISone hellescea^an 

oferswiiSende, 

synna bryttan^ 

and %a wuiidrade ymb 

^aes weres snyttro, 1915 

hH he SW& geleafFul 

on SW& lytlum fsBce, 

and sw^ uncy'Sig 

aefre wurde 

gle^wnysse }>urhgoten : 1990 

Oode ]7ancode, 

wuldorcyninge, iSaes hire 

se willa gelamp 

}?urh beam Oodes 

bega gehwseiSres, 1925 

ge aet -Saere gesyh'Se 

'Saes sigeb^ines; 

ge 'Sass gelel^fau iSe hi6 

sw^ le6hte oncneow 

wuldorfaeste in 1930 

iSaBS weres breostum. 



the fiend of hell 

subduing, 

the lord of sins, 

and then she wondered 

at the man's wisdom^ 

how he so strong in belief 

in so short a space, 

and BO strangely 

ever could be 

saturated with prudence : 

God she thanked, 

the King of glory, 

that her will was accomplished 

through the Son of God 

in both respects, 

both as to the sight 

of the tree of victory, 

and the belief which she 

acknowledged so clearly 

wondrous firm 

in the man's breast. 



XIL 

Di. waes gefrege 
in iSaere folcsceare, 
geond "Sa wer]?edde 
wide la^ed 
ma^re morgenspel, 
manigum on andan 
'Sdra "Se dryhtnes ae 
dyrnan woldon, 
boden aefter burgum 
sw^ brimo fae'SmeS, 
in ceastra gehwafire. 



XIL 

Then was bruited abroad 
in that district, 
throughout the men was 

1935 widely dispersed 
a mighty report, 
to the disgust of many 
who the Lord's law 
would hide, [nesses 

1940 proclaimed throughout the fast- 
as far as the sea surrounded 
in every city, [them. 
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•Bflet Cristes [rddj, 
fym foldan begraefeiiy 
funden wsere ; 
shiest sigebedcna, 
•8ara "Se siS o'S'Se sSr 
hdlig under heofenum 
dhafen wurde. 
Ond wfies ludeum, 
gnornsorga uisSst, 
werum wansaeligiim 
wyrda MiSost^ 
Safer hie hit for worulde 
wendan [ne] meahton 
cristenra gefean. 
DA aid cwen bebe^d 
ofer eorlmaegen 
dras fysan, 
ricene t<5 rdde, 
scedldon Rdmwarena 
ofer heanne holm 
hldford s^cean, 
ond iSam wiggende 
wilspella msfet 
seolfiim gesecgan, 
^e iSset sigorbedcen 
]7urh meotodes ^st 
meted ws^re, 
funden in foldan : 
^ddt dr feala ms^la 
behyded waBS 
hdlgum t<5 tednan, 
cristenum folce. 
Dd iSdm eininge wearS 
)>urh "Sa mseran word 
m<5d geblissod^ 



that Christ's cross^ of yore 
in earth buried, 

1945 had been found ; 

the best of victorious signs, 
which before or after 
holy under the heavens 
was ever reared aloft. 

1950 Anger fell upon the Jews, 

the greatest of indignant sor- 
upon the hapless men [rows, 
the fortune that was most hate- 
since they before the world [ful, 

1955 could not turn back 

the joy of the Christians. 
Then proclaimed the queen 
thoughout the mass of the pec- 
messengers to prepare, [pie 

I960 swift to ride, 

they should of the Romans 
over the deep sea 
the lord seek out, 
and to the warrior 

1965 the most welcome tidings 
in person tell, 
how the banner of victory- 
through grace of God 
had been met with, 

1970 found in the ground : 
which for many seasons 
had been hidden 
to the sorrow of saints, 
the christian people. 

1975 Then was to the king 

through the great tidings 
the spirit blessed,^^ 
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ferhS gefednde. 

Nffis "Sd fricgendra, 

under goldhoman, igeo 

g^d in burgum, 

feorran geferede, 

wflBs him frofra msest 

geworden in wonilde, 
set iSaoi willspelle igss 

4)lihende hyge, 
"Se him hererseswan 
ofer edstwegas 
dras brohtom 

hd gesundne si% 1990 

ofer swonr^de 
secgas mid sigecwen 
^seten hsefdon 
on Crecaland. 
Se c^sere heht 1995 

dfstum myclum 
eft gearwian 
sylfe td sfiSe. 
Secgas ne gaeldon 
sy^'San andsware aooo 

edre gehyrdon, 
ae'Selinges word. 
H^ht he Elenan 
hsei dbeddan, 

beadurdfre, aoos 

gif hie brimnesen 
and gesundne sl% 
settan mdsten^ 
haBle'S hwsetmdde 
t6 -Ss^re halgan byrig. 2010 
Heht hire ^a dras 



the mind rejoicing, [quirers, 
There was not there of en- 
under the golden mail, 
sorrow in the palaces, 
brought from afar, 
to him the greatest of com- 
forts 
in the world had happened, 
at the good news 
a laughing mind, w 
which to him the chieftain 
over the eastern ways 
the messengers brought, 
how a prosperous journey 
over the swan's path [queen 
his men with the victorious 
had had 

unto the land of the Greeks. 
The emperor commanded 
with great speed 
themselves to prepare 
for the journey back. 
The men delayed not 
as soon as they the answer 
had heard, 

the word of the noble. 
He bade Elene 
greet, 

the famous in war, [sea 

if they a good passage over the 
and a safe journey 
should have, 
the brave-minded men 
unto the holy city. 
He bade the messengers also 
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edc gebeddan 

Constautinus^ 

•Sffit hid cirican ^dr 

on •Sdm beorhhli'Se, aois 

b^gra ra^duni^ 

getimbrede ; 

tempel dryhtnes 

on Caluarie^ 

Criste td willan, 2020 

haele'Sum td helpe^ 

"Sfl^r £>id hdlige rdd 

gem^ted wses, 

ms^rost bedma, 

'Sdra %e gefrugnen 2025 

foldbuende 

on eorSwege. 

Hid geefnde swd^ 

si^^an winemagas 

westan brdhton 2030 

ofer lagufsesten 

ledfspell manig. 

D& sed cwen bebe^d, 

craeftum getyde 

sundor ds^cean, 2035 

"Sa s^lestan, 

•Sa "Se wraetllcost 

wyrcan cd^on 

stdngefdgum^ 

on ^Am stedewange 2040 

girwan Godes tempel^ 

swd hire gdsta weard 

reord of roderuin ; 

and 'Sa rdde h^ht 

golde beweorcean 2045 

and gimcynnum, 



proclaim to her 

(Constantine namely) 

that she a church there 

on the mountain-slope^ 

as they had both agreed^ 

should build ; 

a temple of the Lord 

on Calvary, 

in honour of Christ, 

and for the benefit of mankind, 

there, where the holy cross 

had been discovered, 

the mightiest of trees, 

of which have ever heard 

the dwellers upon earth 

ill this world. 

She did it so, 

after the dear friends 

brought from the west 

over the wave-journey 

many a pleasant message. 

Then commanded the queen, 

men learned in crafts 

separately to seek out, 

the best, 

those who most splendidly 

could work 

in stone buildings, 

upon the spot 

to make a temple to God, 

where to her thie ruler of spirits 

spake from heaven ; 

and commanded the cross itself 

with gold to work up 

and with kind of gems. 
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mid iSdm ae-Selestum 

eorciianstanum 

besetton searocrseftum, 

and "Sa in seolfren feet aoso 

locum beMcan, 

^flSr "Saet lifes tred, 

shiest sigebeama, 

siiS'San wunode, 

se'Selu anbroce ; 2055 

^ak biiS a gearu 

wra'Su wannh^lum, 

wita gehwylces 

sfiece and sorge. 

Hi^ sona ^sir 2060 

]^urh iSa halgan gesceaft 

helpe finda^; 

godcunde gife, 

swylce Judas onfeng 

aefter fyrstmearce, aods 

fulwihtes bseS, 

and gecls^nsod wearS^ 

Criste getrywe, 

lif wearde ledf ; 

his geledfa wearS 2070 

faest on ferh^e 

siiS'San f rdfre gdst 

wic gewnnode 

in "Saes weres bredstum, 

bylde td bdte. 2075 

He ^aet betere gece^s, 

wuldres wynne, 

and 'Sam wyrsan wi-Ssdc, 

dedfulgildum, 

and gedwolan fylde, 2080 

unrihte e£; 



with the noblest 

jewels 

to set, with art, 

and it in a silver vessel 

with locks to shut, 

wherein the tree of life, 

best of victorious beams, 

since hath remained, 

a noble fragment ; 

there shall ever be 

comfort for the wretched, 

of every infliction 

distress and sorrow. 

Soon will they there 

through the Holy Being 

find help, 

the grace of God, 

ev'en as Judas received it 

after the lapse of time, 

the bath of baptism, 

and became cleansed, 

faithful unto Christ, 

dear to the Lord of life ; 

his faith became 

firm in his spirit 

after the Spirit of Consolation 

had taken up his dwelling 

in the man's breast, 

to the bettering of the house. 

He made the better choice, 

the joy of glory, 

and forsook the worse, 

idolatry, 

and put down error, 

the unjust Law ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 ELENE, OR THE RECOVERY OF THE CROSS. 

him wearS ^ce rex. To him was the eternal King, 



meotud milde, 

God mihta wealdend. 



the Creator gracious, 
God, the ruler of might. 



XIII. 

D& waes gefulwaed 2085 

se 'Se ak feala tida 

leiSht gearu * 

* * * 

inbryrded bre<5stsefa 

on iSflBt betere lif, ao9o 

geweuded td wuldre. 

Huru wyrd gesereaf, 

iSflet he swa geledffuU 

and swa ledf Gode, 

in worldriee 2095 

weorSan scedlde, 

Criste gecweme. 

Daet gecy^ed wearS 

si^iSan Elene h^ht 

Eusebium 2100 

on rsedgej^eaht, 

R<5me bisceop, 

gefetian on fultum, 

for8snoterne 

hsele^a gers^um, 2105 

t6 "Saere halgan byrig, 

%set he gesette 

on sacerdhad, 

in lerusalem 

Judas ^&m folce 2110 

td bisceope, 

burgum on innan, 

]?urh gdstes gife 



XIII. 

Then was baptized he 

who oft before 

the light had gladly * 

^ ^ * 

the mind compunct 

unto the better life, 

turned to glory. 

At least fortune so ordained, 

that he so full of faith 

and so dear to God, 

in this world 

should become, 

accepted of Christ. 

That was made manifest 

when Elene bad 

Eusebius 

to the council of men, 

the bishop of Rome, 

be fetched to her aid, 

the very wise 

in the councils of men, 

unto the holy city, 

that he might set 

in the ordination of priest, 

in Jerusalem 

Judas over the people 

as their bishop, 

within the towers, 

through grace of the Spirit 
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t6 Godes temple 

craeftum gecorene ; 2115 

and bine Cyriaeus 

}7urh snyttroge'Seaht 

syiS^an nemde 

niwan stefne. 

Nama waes gecyrred 2120 

beornes in burgum^ 

on "Saet betere for8 — 

si ha^lendes. 

D£ gen Elenan 'Sees 

mdd gemynde 2125 

ymb ^a ma^ran wyrd, 

gene&hhe for 'Sdm uaegliim 

"Se "Sees Nergendes 

f A |?urhw<5don, 

and his folme sw^ some^ siso 

mid %dm on rdde W8es 

rodera wealdend, 

gefsestnod fred mibtig. 

Be "Sam frignan ougan 

cristenra cwen^ 2135 

Cyriaeus bsed, 

-Sset hire "S^ gena 

gastes mihtum 

ymb wundorwyrd 

willan gefylde ; 2140 

onwrige wuldorgifum. 

And "Sset word dcwfleS 

t<5 ^&m bisceope^ 

bald reordode 2 

Dti me eorla hied, 2145 

%one ae^elan beam, 

r<5de rodera cining 

ryhte geta^test. 



to God's temple 

mightily elected ; 

and him Cyriaeus 

with wise device 

thenceforth called 

by a new name. 

The name was changed 

of the man in the dwellings, 

henceforth to the better one — 

The Law of the Lord. 

Moreover Elene, her mind 

remembered 

concerning the mighty fate, 

respecting the nails 

which the Saviour's 

feet had pierced, 

and likewise his hands, 

with which upon the cross 

the Ruler of the skies, [fastened. 

the mighty Lord had been 

About them began to enquire 

the queen of Christians, 

Cyriaeus she begged, 

that he would fully 

through the might of spirit 

concerning the wondrous fate 

her will fulfill ; [gifts. 

would reveal by miraculous 

And these words she spake 

unto the Bishop, 

boldly addressed him : 

** O refuge of men, thou to me 

the noble beam, 

the cross of Heaven's King 

hast rightly shown. 
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2155 



on V&m ahangen wees 

haSSenum folmum 

gjsta ge6cend, 

Codes ^en beam, 

nerigend fira. 

Mec "Sfi^ra nsBgla gen 

on fyrh'Ss^fan 

fyrwet myngaiS : 

wolde ic 'Seet "Sti funde 

"Sa 'Se in foldan gen 

dedpe bedolfen 

dierne sindon, 2160 

hedlstre behyded. 

A' mln hige sorga'S, 

rednig redtcS, 

and gereste'S n6^ 

fiSrSan me gefylle 2165 

feeder aelmihtig, 

wereda wealdend, 

willan minne, 

niSa nergend, 

}^urh "S&ra nsegla cyme, 2170 

b£ligofhleh«a. 

Nti «ti hrsedlice 

eallum eddm^dum, 

kr gelesta, 

"Sine b^ne onsend 2175 

in 'Sa beorbtan gesceaft, 

on wuldres wealdend, 

bide wigena J^rym, 

•SflBt iSe gecyi5e, 

Cjoiing selmihtig, 

hord under hrtisan ; 

•Baet gehyded gen, 

ddguSum dyrne 



2180 



on wbich was hanged 

by heathen hands 

the strengthener of spirits, 

God's own son, 

the supporter of men. 

Still about the nails 

in my mind 

anxiety warneth me : 

I would that thou wouldst find 

them, that besides in earth 

deeply buried 

lie hidden, 

covered with darkness. 

Ever sorroweth my mind, 

sadly mourneth, 

and resteth never, 

until for me shall fulfill 

the Almighty Father, 

the Ruler of Hosts, 

my will, 

the Saviour of men, 

through the advent of the nails, 

the Holy One from above. 

Now do thou speedily 

in all humility, 

blessed messenger, 

send up thy prayer [heaven), 

into the bright creation (i. e. to 

pray of the Lord of glory, 

the support of warriors, 

that he show thee, 

the Almighty King, 

the treasure beneath the earth ; 

that long hidden, 

concealed from men 
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dedgol hide's. 

D£ se halga ongui 3186 

hyge sta'Solian, 

bredstum onbryrded, 

bisceop ISffis folces 

glffidradd edde, 

gumena J^redte 3190 

God hergeudra ; 

and iSa georulice 

Cyriacus 

on Caluarie 

hleor onhylde^ 3196 

hygertine ne m£S ; 

gastes mihtum^ 

t6 Code cleopode 

ea,llum ea'Sm^'Sum ; 

bsed him engla weard 2200 

ge-openigean 

uncdSe wyrd, 

niwan on nearwe^ 

hws^ he "Sdra nsegla swiSost 

on "Sam wangstede 2305 

w^nan J^orfte. 

Leof t "Sa tacen forS 

^abr hie tdsa^gon, 

Faeder, frdfre g^t, 

iSurh fyres bled 2310 

^p e^igean, 

'Sfler 'Sa se^elestan 

hsele^a geraedum 

hydde ws^ron, 

}:furh nearu searwe, 2215 

nflRglas on eorSan. 

Dd cwom semninga 

sunnan beorhtra 

VBRC. 



abideth in secret." 
Then began the holy man 
to confirm his courage, 
compunct in his breast, 
the bishop of the people 
went in gladness, 
with a troop of men 
that honoured the Lord ; 
and there willingly 
Cyriacus 
upon Calvary 
his cheeks bent down, 
he avoided not mental speech ; 
in the power of the spirit, 
to God he called 
in all humility ; [Angels 

he prayed the Keeper of the 
would reveal to him 
the unknown fate, 
new, and difficult, 
where he most readily the nails 
upon the spot 
might expect. 
Then let a token forth 
while all looked on, 
the Father, Spirit of Comfort, 
through colour of fire 
breathe up, 

where the most noble things 
by council of men 
were hidden, 
through narrow device, 
the nails in the earth. 
There came suddenly 
brighter than the sun 
p 
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Ucende lig. 

Ledde gesiiwon 2390 

hint willgifan 

wundor cfSan ; 

•Sd "Sflfer of hedlstre 

swylce heofonsteorran 

o%{$e giSdgiiumas, 2ns 

grunde getenge, 

naeglas of iiearwe 

ned'San scinende 

ledhte lixton. 

Ledde gefrs^on, 2230 

weorud willhr^lSig, 

Sffigdon wuldor Gode, 

ealle dnindde, 

]fe&h hie ser waeron 

ISiirh dedfles spild 2235 

in gedwolan lange, 

dcyrred fram Criste. 

Hie cweedon %tis : 

N6 we seolfe gesedS 

sigores tdcen, 2240 

669 wundor Grodes. 

De&h we wKsdcun sk 

mid lejsingum. 

Nti is in ledht cymen, 

onwrigenwyrdabigang; 2245 

wuldor "Saes age 

on he^nnesse 

beofonrices God. 

Bi wffis geblissody 

seSe t6 bdte gehwearf 2250 

^urh beam Godes, 

bisceop 'Sdra ledda, 

piwan stefne. 



a dancing fire. 

The people saw 

their Lord of grace 

perform a miracle ; 

when there out of the darkness 

like stars of heaven 

or jewels, 

close to the ground, [prison 

the nails from out of their 

shining below 

flashed with light. 

The people learnt it, 

a troop gentle-minded, 

they said glory to God, 

all with one mind, 

though they before had been 

through craft of the devil 

long in error, 

turned away from Christ. 

Thus they spoke : 

'* Now we see ourselves 

the sign of victory, 

the true wonder of God ! 

Though we before rejected 

with lying thoughts. 

Now is the light come, 

the march of fate revealed ; 

glory be for this 

in the highest 

to the God of Heaven !*' 

Then was blessed, 

he who to the better had turned 

through the Son of God, 

the bishop of the people, 

at the new tone. 
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He iSdu Dseglan oiifeng, 

egesan geficlod, 2855 

and iJrfre arwyrtJan 

cwene brohte. 

Haefde Ciriacus 

eall gefylled, 

swa him 8e<5 se^Sele bebe^d, 

wifes willan. 

Da wses wtfpes bring, 

h£t hetfodwylm 

ofer hleor goten ; 

nalles for tome 2965 

tearas fedllon 

ofer wira gespon. 

Wuldres gefylled 

cwene willa. 

He<5 on cneow sette »7o 

leohte gele&fan^ 

lac weorSade, 

blissum hr^mig, 

"Se hire brungen wees, 

gnyrna td gedce. »75 

Oode }^ancode, 

sigora dryhtne, 

•SflBS "Se hid s6S gecnedw 

andweardlice, 

"SiBt wses oft bodod 2280 

feor a^r beforan 

fram fruman worulde, 

folcum t<5 frdfre. 

Hed gefylled wa?s 

wisddmes gife, 2235 

and 'Sa wic behedld. 

H&lig heofonllc gdst 

brewer weardode. 



He took the naiU, 

sickening with fear, 

and to the venerable 

queen he brought them. 

Cyriacus had 

all fulfilled, [manded, 

which the noble one had com- 

the will of the woman. 

Then was the ring of weeping, 

the hot head-fountdn 

poured over the cheeks ; 

but not for anger 

fell the tears 

over the complex of wires. 

With glory was filled 

the queen's desire. 

She knelt down 

in bright belief, 

the treasure she honoured, 

exulting in bliss, 

which was brought unto her, 

for a consolation of sorrows. 

She thanked God, 

the Lord of victories, 

for that she now acknowledged 

present to her, 

that which was oft foretold 

long, long before [world, 

from the beginning of the 

for the comfort of the people. 

She was filled 

with the grace of wisdom, 

and beheld the town. 

The holy heavenly Spirit 

guarded her breast, 

f2 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 



ELENE, OR THE RECOVERY OF THE CROSS. 



flefielne inno^. 
Swa hie lelmihtig 
sigebearn Godea 
sio^iSan freo'Sode. 



her noble womb. 
Even as the almighty 
victorious Son of God 
ever after protected hen 



XIV. 

Ongan "Sa geonilice 

g^stgeryuum 

on sefan s^an 2995 

weg td wuldre. 

Huru weoruda God 

gefulk&te^ 

feeder on roderum, 2300 

cining selmihtig, 

Baet se6 cwen begeat 

willan in worulde. 

Waes se witeddm 

•Surh fyrnwitan 2305 

beforan sungen^ 

eall sefter orde 

sw^ hit eft gelamp 

iSinga gehwylces. 

peodcwen ongan 2310 

"Surh gdstes gife 

georne s^can 

nearwe geneahbe, 

t6 hwdn hid "Sa naeglas 

selost and dedrlicost / 2316 

geddn meahte, 

dtigo^um id hrdSer : 

hwaefSfles waere dryhtnes willa, 

H^ht B^ gefetigean 

fortSsnotterne . 3320 



XIV. 

Then began she 

in the secrets of her spirit 

in her mind to seek 

in soothfastness, 

the way to glory. 

At least the Lord of Hosts 

gave aid, 

the Father in heaven, 

the Almighty King, 

that the queen obtained 

her will in this world* 

The prophecy was 

by old seers 

sung long before, 

all from the very beginning 

as it afterwards fell out 

in every thing. 

The great queen began 

through grace of the Spirit 

earnestly to enquire 

anxiously enough, 

to what she the nails 

might best and most worthily 

employ, 

for the benefit of mankind ; 

Lo ! that was the will of God ! 

She caused to fetch 

the very wise man 
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ricene td TAxxe, 

"Surh gleawe miht 

georne ctiiSe, 

fr<5dne on f erhiSe ; 3325 

and hine frignan ongan, 

hwset him %»s on sefan 

selost )>tihte 

t<5 gelsestenne, 

and his lare geceds asso 

'Surh J^eddscipe. 

He hire oncwae'S : 

Deet is gedafenlic^ 

■Saet ^tl dryhtnea word 

on hyge healde, sass 

halige rtine, 

cwen selestj 

and Sees cininges bebod 

georne begange. 

Nd ^Se God sealde 3340 

s^vrle sigesp^d^ 

and snyttro crseft, 

nerigend fira. 

Dti iSds nffiglas h&t 

^&m aB'Selestan 2345 

eorScyninga, 

burgdgendra, 

on his bridels d6n, 

meare t<5 midlum ; 

"Saet manigutn sceall 2350 

geond middangeard 

msBre weorSan, 

%onne set saecce mid ^y 

oferswi'San msBge 

fednda gehwylcne, 2355 



quickly to speak with her, 

him, who good counsel 

through prudent might 

gladly knew, 

the prudent in mind ; 

and began to enquire of him, 

what in this matter to his mind 

appeared the best 

to do, 

and chose his advice 

through meekness. 

He said unto her : 

" That is fitting, 

that thou the word of the Lord 

shouldst keep in mind, 

the holy speech, 

O best queen, 

and the King's command 

gladly perform. 

Now hath God given thee 

victorious success of thy soul, 

and power of prudence, 

the Saviour of men ! 

Command thou the nails — 

for the noblest 

of earthly kings, 

of palace-owners, — 

on his bridle to set, 

the bit of the steed ; 

that shall to many 

throughout tlie world 

become famous, 

when in the fight with them 

he shall overcome 

every one of his foes, 
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'Sonne fyrdhwate 

on twi. healfe 

tohtan s^caV, 

gweordgeui'Slan, 

Sser hie ymb willa'S, 3360 

wrdS wiiJ wr^'Sum, 

hedh ast wigge sp^d^ 

Bigor set seecce, 

and sybbe gehwasr, 

set gefeohte fri'S, 2365 

seiSe foran Isede'S 

bridels on blanean, 

"Sonne beadurdfe, 

set garj^rsece, 

guman gecoste, 2370 

bera^ bord and ord ; 

^18 bi'S beorna gehwaui 

wis aeglece, 

unoferswiSed 

wsepen set wigge. 2376 

Be 'S&m se witga sang, 

8nottor seanij^ancum^ 

sefa de6p gewod, 

wlsddmes gewitt; 

he ^aet word gecwseiS : 2380 

CtiS "Saet gewyrSeS 

"Saet "Sses cyninges sccal 

niearh under mddegum, 

niidlum geweorSod, 

brfdelshringum. 2385 

Bi% %8et be^cen gdde 

b^lig nemned, 

and se hwfleteadig 

wiggeweorSod 

86 [^e] i5flet wicg byrS. 2390 



when the brave of heart 

on both sides 

seek the battle, 

the swordbearers^ 

when they swarm about him^ 

wroth with the wroth, 

high success in war, 

victory in the contest, 

and peace everywhere, 

a protection in fight, 

whoso leadeth forward 

the bridle on the steed, 

when men brave in war, 

in the press of javelins, 

the chosen among men, 

bear shield and spear ; 

this shall be for every man 

against his foe, 

an unsubdued 

weapon in war. 

Of this the prophet sang, 

wise in his cunning thoughts, 

deep went his mind, 

his wit of wisdom ; 

he spoke the word : 

It shall be known 

that the king's horse shall (go) 

under the proud one, 

adorned with bits, 

with bridle rings. 

That good beacon shall be 

called holy, 

and the brave-minded one 

honoured in war 

whom that horse beareth.'* 
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DaiSfletdfstlice 
eall gelaSste 
Elene, for eorlum ; 
seiSelinges heht, 
beoma beaggifaii 
bridels frffitwan, 
hire selfre suna. 
Sende t6 Idee 
ofer geofenes streaoi^ 
gife unscynde. 
Heht 'Sd tdsomne 
^A he6 seleste 
mid Judeum 
gumena wiste, 
hsele^a cyniies^ 
t6 "Ssere hdlgan byrig, 
cuman in ^Sa ceastre. 
Da se<5 ewen ongan 
Is^n ledfra hedp^ 
iSset hie lufan dryhtnes 
and sybbe swd same 
sylfra betwednum^ 
fredndraedenne, 
fffiste gels&ston 
ledhtorledse, 
in hira lifes tid : 
ond 'Saes lattedwes 
Idrum hyrdon 
criatenum }>eawuni, 
^e him Cyriacus 
bude boca gleaw. 
Wees se bisceophdd 
fsegere befsested. 
Oft him feorran td 
lauian liomsedce 



Then that speedily 

all performed 

Elene, before the men ; 

shecommanded the noble one'9, 
3395 the ring-giver of men's, 

bridle to deck, 

her own son's. 

She sent it as a present 

over the ocean stream, 
2400 a blameless gift. 

Then called she together 

all whom she the best 

among the Jews 

of men knew, 
2405 of the race of men, 

unto the holy city, 

to come into the city. 

Then began the queen 

to teach the dear company, 
2410 that they love of the Lord 

and peace together 

between themselves, 

friendship, 

should fast maintain 
2415 without deceit, 

for all their lives : 

and their leader's 

lore obey 

in christian morals, 
2420 which Cyriacus [them, 

learned in books should teach 
The bishopric was 
fair established. 
Oft from afar to him 
2425 the lame and limb- sick 
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lefe cwomoD^ 
healte heorudredrige, 
hredfe and blinde, 
liedne hygegeomre : 
symle ha^Io "Sc^r mso 

set V^m biaceope, 
btfte fundon 
^ce t6 aldre. 

Dd gen him Elene forgeaf 
sincweor^Sunga, 9435 

1S& hi6 wses silSes fds 
eft 16 iile : 
and "Sd eallutn bebe&d 
on ^&m gumrice 
God hergendum, 2440 

weruni and wffum, 
Sffit hie weorSeden 
mdde and niiegene 
^ne maeran dseg, 
heortan gehigdum, m45 

in %d si6 hilige rod 
genieted wses, 
niserost be^ma, 
iS^ra %e of eorSan 
tipaweoxe mso 

geloden under leifiim. 
Wffis !$£ lencten dgdn 
bdtan vi. nihtum 
fi^r sumeres cyme, 
^^y6h Maias kl. 2455 

Sle 'Sdra manna gehwani 
behliden helle duru, 
heofones ontyned, 
ece geopenad, 



enffla rice 



2460 



the infirm came, 

the halt sad of mind, 

the leper and the blind, 

the poor sorrowful of spirit : 

all together heal there 

at the bishop's hands^ 

and aid they found 

for ever. 

Then further EUene gave him 

treasure, [journey 

when she was prepared for the 

back to her home : 

and there commanded all 

in that country 

who served God, 

both man and woman, 

that they should honour 

with might and main 

the glorious day, 

in the thoughts of their hearts, 

in which the Holy Cross 

was found, 

greatest of trees, 

of those which from earth 

have waxed aloft 

grown under leaves. 

The spring was gone 

all but six days 

before the coming of summer, 

in May's calends. 

May for every man 

hell's doors be closed, 

heaven's unclosed, 

opened for ever, 

the kingdom of angels 
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dre^ unhwSIeny 

and hira da&l scired 

mid Marian^ 

"Se on gemynd nime 

"Ssere dedrestan aies 

daegweorSunga 

rdde under roderum^ 

•JSa se rfcesta^ 

ealles oferwealdend 

earme be)?e£hte. Finit. 2470 



and unfailing joy, 
and may his lot be cast 
with Mary, 

who. beareth in remembrance 
the honouring of the day 
of the most precious 
cross under the firmament^ 
which the most mighty One, 
the great Ruler of idl 
covered with his arm ! Finit. 



XV. 

Dtis ic frdd and ftis, 

)mrh ^8Bt faecne htis, 

wordcraBft wsef, 

and wundrum lees, 

)>ragum J^reodude 2475 

and ge)>anc reo(r)dode, 

nihtes nearwe, 

nisse ic gearwe 

be "Saere riht aerme 

rtimran gej^edht ; a48o 

]7urh iSa me^ran miht 

on mddes }>e&ht, 

wisdom onwreah, 

Ic waes weorcum fdh, 

synnum dss^ied, 2485 

sorgum gewsfled, 

bitrum gebunden, 

bisgum be)?rungen, 

ak me Idre onlag, 

}?urh ledhtne h£d, 2490 

gamelum t6 ge<5ce ; 

gife uiiscynde, 



XV. 

Thus I prudent and ready of 

within myself, [mind, 

wove power of words, 

and wondrously collected, 

at times reflected, 

and spoke out my thought, 

in the narrowness of night, 

I knew not well 

•jf- -jf •jf 

a better counsel ; 

through the great might 

in the thought of my mind, 

I revealed wisdom. 

I was stained with my deeds, 

bound by my sins, 

buffeted with sorrows, 

bitterly bound, 

with misery encompassed, 

till He laid knowledge on me, 

through the bright ordination, 

for a comfort to me in my age ; 

a blameless grace^ 
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mi^ncyniiig immty 

and on gemynd begeat, 

torht ontynde, M96 

tidum gerymde, 

bancolan onband, 

bre^stlocan onwand^ 

lediSucneft onleac^ 

"Sies ic luBtum breic ssoo 

willum in worlde. 

Ic iSies wuldres tredwes 

oft^ nales Aie, 

hiefde in gemynd, 

sk ic ^sBt wundor ssos 

onwrigen hsefde 

ymb iSone beorhtan beim, 

Bwd ic on b<5cum fand 

wyrda gangum, 

on gewritum cy&tn ssio 

be "Sdm sigebedcne. 

A' wffis ssec o'S'Siet, 

cnyssed cearwelmum 

^ drtisende, 

iSedh he in medobealle asis 
m^Smas ]^e 
seplede gold, 
^ gnoraode, 

4 gefere, 

nearu soige dre&h, 2590 

enge rtine, 

*8Br him Jj fore 

milpa'Sas mset, 

mddig )>rsgde 

wlrum gewlenced. 2525 



the powerful Sling bestowed 

(measured out to me), 
and in my memory begot, 
bright laid open, 
at times made wide, 
unloosed my fleshly bonds, 
opened my breast-chest, 
unlocked the power of song, 
that I with pleasure enjoyed 
my will in the world. 
I the tree of glory 
often, not once alone, 
had in remembrance, 
before I the miracle 
had revealed 
about the bright tree, 
as I found in books 
in the courses of events, 
announced in writings 
concerning the tree of victory. 
Ever was contest till then, 
with waves of sorrow tossed 
C (the torch) sinking, 
though he in meadhall 
treasures handled 
dappled gold, 
Y (sorrow) he mourned, 

N (need) his consort, 

narrow sorrow he suffered, 

a close rune, 

where E (the horse) before him 

measured the mile-paths, 

proudly hastened 

with wires adorned. 
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3530 



3535 



3540 



y is ge»yrxSrnd, 
gomen sfter gearum, 
gedgo'S is gecyrred 
aid onmedla. 
JX waes geara 
gedgo'Shiides glsem, 
nd synt geardagas 
sfter fyrstmearce 
forSgewitene^ 
lifwynne geliden, 

sw£ p t(5glid««, 

flddas gefysde. 

f: seghwain bi'S 

iffi'ne under lyfte, 

landes frsetwe 

gewita]' under wolcnuni^ 

winde gelicost 

Sonne he for hsele'Sum 

hMdast ige{$, 

wfle'Se'S be wolcnum, 

M'^dende faereiS, 

and eft semniuga 

swige gewyrSe"8, 

in nt^dcleofan 

nearwe geheaSrod^ 

]7ream forj^ryeced. 

Swd 'Seds world eall gewlte*, 

and edc swd some 

iSe hire on wurdon 

dtydrede 3555 

tidnleg nime'S, 

"Sonne dryhten sylf 

ddm ges^ceS, 

engia weorude. 

Sceall aeghwyle SaSr 2560 



3546 



3550 



W (My hope) is overpowered, 

my joy in my old age, 

youth is turned back 

my old pride. 

U (I was of old) 

a gleam of youth, 

now are the days of my life 

after the appointed space 

departed, 

the joy of life flowed away, 

as L (lake or water) glideth, 

the floods that hasten. 

F (wealth) will be for every man 

fedling under the heaven, 

the ornament of the land 

will depart under the welkin, 

most like to the wind 

when it over men 

loudest swelleth, 

rusheth through the clouds, 

storming goeth, 

and eft suddenly 

becometh silent, 

in its close bed 

narrowly compressed, 

with chastisements restrained. 

So shall all this world depart, 

and also together those 

who on it were 

created 

the destructive fire shall take, 

when the Lord himself 

shall come to judgment, 

with a troop of angels. 

There shall every one 
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reordberendra 

riht gehyran 

da^a gehwylcra, 

J^urh "Sffis d^man mtX ; 

and worda swi same 3565 

wed gesyllan^ 

eallra unsnyttro 

ffirgesprecenra, 

}^ristra ge}^onca; 

'Sonne on yre6 daoie'S 8S7o 

in fyres feng 

folc £nra gehwylc, 

Sdra "Se gewurdon 

on wldan feore 

ofer sidne grund. 2575 

S6«fffiste bioiS 

yfemest in ^dm Ade, 

eddigra gedryht^ 

ddguS ddmgeome, 

8w^ hie £dre6gan magon^ 2580 
and btitan earfe'Sum 
e&Se gepdlian, 
mddigra msegen ; 
him gemetga^ call 



^Sles ledma, 
swd him ^i^ost biS^ 
sylfum ges^ftost. 
SynfuUe bedS 
mdne gemengde 
in "Sam midle )?read, 
haele'5 higegeomre, 
in hatne wylm, 
)?rosnie be)?ehte. 



2585 



2590 



of articulate men 

hear the right 

of all his deeds, 

through the Judge's mouth ; 

and of his words also 

give the account, 

all the follies 

he before hath spoken^ 

his bold thoughts ; 

when into three shall separate 

in the grasp of fire 

every one of the people, 

of those that were 

for ever and ever 

on the wide earth. 

The righteous shall be 

uppermost in the fire, 

the troop of the blessed, 

the dignified company rejoicing 
in the judgment, 

as they may bear it, 

and without suffering 

easily endure it, 

the might of the courageous ; 

to them shall everything mo- 
derate 

the bright light of their home^ 

as for them may be easiest, 

to themselves softest. 

The sinful shall be 

mixed up with crime 

in the midst thrust, 

men sad of mood, 

into the hot fire, 

covered with foulness. 
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Bi{S se ]7ridda AbA, 

dwyrgede woibscea'San^ 2596 

in iSaes wylmes grand, 

le^se le<5dhatan9 

lige befassted, 

]>urh aergewyrht, 

arledsra sceolu, 9600 

m gleda gripe. 

Gode n6 syS^an 

of iJdm morSorhdfe 

in gemynd cuma^, 

wuldorcyninge : 2605 

ac hie worpene beo% 

of BiCni hea'Suwylme 

in helle grund, 

torngeni^lan. 

BiiS "Sam twdm daelum 2610 

ungelice ; 

moton engla frean, 

gesedn sigora God, 

Hie dsodene beoiJ 

dsundrod fram synnum, 2615 

swa smsete gold, 

^aet in wylme hVS 

woman gehwylces 

J?urh ofnes fyr 

eall geclsensod, 2620 

dmered and gemylted. 

Swa bi'S -Sara manna aelc 

ascyred and asceaden 

scyida gebwylcre, 

dedpra firena, 2625 

)?urh ^aes ddmesfyr. 

Moton "Sonne si'S^an 

sybbe brdcan, 



The third portion shall be, 

cursed smners, 

upon the abyss of the fire 

false atrocious criminals, 

made fast in flames^ 

through their old deeds, 

the troop of reprobates, 

into the gripe of flames. 

Never afterwards to God 

from out the place of death 

will their thought return, 

the King of glory : 

but they will be cast 

out of the deadly fire 

into the abyss of hell, 

fierce adversaries. 

With the other two parts 

it will be different ; [angels, 

they may behold the Lord of 

the Lord of victory, [will be 

They being purified {sodden) 

separated from their sins, 

like beaten gold, 

which in the fire is 

from every stain 

through the fire of the furnace 

entirely cleansed, 

purified and melted. 

So will be each of those men 

sundered and set apart 

from every sin, 

of the deeper crimes, 

through the fire of doom. 

Afterwards they may 

enjoy peace. 
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^ces dulwelan ; 

him biiS engla weard aGso 

milde and bli'Se^ 

'Sffis "Se hie mana gehwylc^ 

forsawon syirna weorc, 

and t6 suna metudes 

wordum cleopadon : aess 

forSan hie nu on wlite sclna'S, 

englum gelice^ 

yrfes brdca'S 

wuldorcyningesy 

%6 widan feore. Amen. 9640 



eternal bliss ; 

to them will the Lord of angels 

mild and blithe^ [be 

because they every sin, , 

every work of sin rejected, 

and to the Son of God 

cried in words : 

wherefore they shall shine in 

their countenance, 
like unto angels, 
shall enjoy the inheritance 
of the King of Glory, 
world without end. Amen. 
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* * ^ 

♦ * ^f 
^ ^ ^ 

^ Borh cymeS, 
manig and misllc, 
in manna dre&m ; 
eorl dSerne 

mid asfj^ancum 5 

and mid teonwordum 
tfi^le^ behindan^ 
sprece^ feegere beforan^ 
and iSset facen bw& %eah 
hafa% in his heortan^ lo 

hord uncla^nne. 
ByS "Sonne Vms wommes ge- 

wita. 
ForSan se witiga cwfle"8 : 
Ne syle ^A me letsomne 
mid "Sam syufullum 15 

in wita forwyrd, 
weoruda dryhten, 
n^ me on life forleds 



* * * 

^f * * 

^ sorrow cometh, 
many and various, 
into the joy of men ; 
one man another 
with envy 

and with despiteful words 
blameth behind his back, 
speaks him fair before his face, 
and nevertheless the evil 
hath in his heart, 
an unclean hoard. 
But conscious of the guilt he is. 

Because the prophet saith : 
'^ Give not thou me together 
with the sinful [ment, 

into the perdition of punish* 
O Lord of Hosts, 
nor desert me in life 
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mid ^im ligewyrhtum, 
Vim %e ful sm^i$e 
sprake habba'8, 
and in gdstcofan 
grimme ge)>ohtas : 
geh^ta-S holdlice 
swd hyra hyht ne gs^S, 
waere mid welerum. 
Wea bi'S in m6de 
siofa synnum fi^b, 
sdre geblonden^ 
gefylled mid fdcne^ 
•Se^h he faeger word 
titan fletywe. 
iEnllce bed* 
sw^ %a be6n bera^S 
butu setsomne 
drlicne anleofan, 
and aetteme tegel 
hafa^ on hindau^ 
hunig on mtiiJej 
wynsume wist, 
hwilum wundia^ 
sire mid * ^ 

•Sonne se sael cyme^. 
Swd beds gelice 
iSa ledsan men 
VA iSe mid tungan 
tredwa gehdta^ 
ffiegerum wordum, 
fdcenllce |?enca'S, 
•Sonne hie set nehstan 
nearwe beswicaS ; 
hafaS on gehdtum 
hunigsmfleccas, 



with the workers of lies, 
2() those that full smooth 

speech have, 

and in the chests of their spirit 

grim thoughts : 

who promise kindly 
25 as their hope goeth not, 

their pledge with the lips." 

Evil is in mood 

the mind defiled with sins, 

mixed up with evil, 
30 filled with treachery, 

although it fair words 

outwardly show. 

Like are they 

as the bees bear 
35 both together 

an excellent food, 

and a poisonous tail 

they have behind them, 

honey in the mouth, 
40 a pleasant food, 

and sometimes wound 

sore with (their sting) 

when the time cometh. 

Such resemble 
45 false men 

who with the tongue 

promise fidelity 

in fair words, 

but treacherously think, 
50 when they as soon as possible 

narrowly betray ; 

have in their promises 

the taste of honey, 
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sm^Sne sybcwide, 

and in siofan innan, 

*Surh dedfles craeft^ 

dyme wunde. 

Swd is nd iSes middangeard 

m&ne geblonden ; 

wanaS and weaxe'S ; 6o 

waca'8 se eaida^ 

dwele^ and dr^feiS 

dseges and nihtes, 

miltse mid m&ne, 

msegeue getrywe'S, 65 

ehteiS s^festra, 

inwit sdwe%, 

ni'S mid genefihe. 

Nainig diSenie 

fre&iS in fyrh"8e, 7o 

nim^e feara hwylc, 

iSfiet he sdiSlice 

sybbe healde^ 

gdstlice lufe, 

swfi him God bebedd ; 75 

forSan eallunga 

hyht gecedseiS, 

woruld \rynsume, 

seiSe wis ne biiS, 

snottor searocraeftig so 

sdwle Ts&ies. 

Uton to %am beteran. 

Nti we cunnon hycgan, 

and hyhtan 

"Sflet we heofones ledht, 85 

uppe mid englum 

%an mdton^ 

gdstum td ge<5ce^ 

VBRC. 



the smooth speech of peace, 

and within their mind, 

through the devil's craft, 

a secret womid. 

Thus now is this earth 

mixed up with wickedness ; 

it waneth and waxeth ; 

the old one waketh, 

deceiveth and oppresseth 

by day and night, 

mercy with crime, 

it tnisteth on its strength, 

it persecuteth the just, 

it soweth evil, 

mischief in abundance. 

No one his neighbour 

so loveth in spirit, 

save very few, 

that he truly 

holdeth peace, 

spiritual love, 

as God commanded him ; 

because altogether 

hope he chooseth, 

a pleasant world, 

who is not wise, 

prudent and skilled 

in the wisdom of the soul. 

Let us now turn to the better ! 

Now we can think, 

and hope 

that we the light of heaven, 

above with the angels 

may possess, 

for the comfort of our spirits, 

G 
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"Sonne God wile when God will 

eorSan lifes 90 of our earthly life 

ende gewyrcan. make an end. 



END OF A FRAGMENT, MORAL AND RELIGIOUS. 
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ji< 



10 



TJWiET ic swefiia cyst 
•*"•*• secgan vvylle, 
;6«Bt me gemsette 
\6 midre nihte, 
syiSiSan reordberend 
^reste wuiiedon. 
ptihte me ^cet ic gesawe 
^yllicre tredw 
on lyft laedan 
ledhte bewuuden, 
be£ma beorhtost : 
€all ^set be^cen wfies 
begoten mid golde ; 
gimmas stddon feegere 
est foldan sceatum, 
swylce iJafer fife waeron 
uppe on "Sam eaxlegespanne : 
behedldon ^^r engel dryhtnes 

ealle ,oa 

fegere )?urh forSgesceaft. 
Ne waes "Saer burn fracoiSes 

gealga, 
ac bine ^skr behedldon 
h^lige gdstas^ 



15 



70 



T O! I the costliest of dreams 
■'-;' will relate, ^^ ' 
that met me 

in the middle of the night, 
after articulate speaking men 
dwelt in rest. 

It seemed to me that I saw / 
a wondrous tree 
led through the sky 
enveloped in light, 
brightest of beams : 
all that beacon was 
surrounded with gold ; 
gems stood fair ^ ' ' -' ^ 
at the extremities of the earth, 
fire also there were /( " /' 
aloft on the axle-span : 
aU the angels of the Lord be- 
.^: 'held it 
fair through the firmament. 
That was no malefactor's 

gibbet indeed, 
but it there beheld 
holy spirits, 

o2 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE HOLY ROOD; A DREAM. 



men ofer moldan, 
and eall *Seds masre gesceaft. 
Sylllc wies se sigebedm, 25 
and ic synnum fi&h, 
forwunded mid wommum, 
, geseah ic wuldres tre6w 
waidum geworSode 
wynnum scinan^ 30 

gegyred mid golde. 
Oimmas hefdon 
bewrigen weorSHce 
wealdes tre6w. 
HwffiSre ic l^urh ISiet gold as 
ongytan meahte 
earmra s^rgewinn, 
iSffit hit ffirest ongan 
swfiftan on "Sa swtSran bealfe. 
Eall ic wees mid sargum ge- 

dr^fed^ 40 

forht icnTffis for'Sfifre f»gran 

ge8yh«e5 
geseah ic *Saet fdse beficen 
wendan wsMum and bletfm ; 

hwilum hit waes mid wetan 

best^med^ 
beswfled mid swdtes g^uige; 
hwilum mid since gegyrwed. 
Hwffi'Sre ic idr licgende 
lange hwlle 
behedld hre6wcearig 
H«flendes tre6w^ so 

o%%8et ic gehfrde 
%set hit hleoSrode. 
Ongan "Sa word sprecan 



men upon the earth, 

and all this mighty creation. 

Strange was the tree of victory, 

and I stained with sins, 

wounded with my guilty 

saw the tree of glory 

adorned with hangings 

pleasantly shine, 

ornamented with gold. 

Jewels had 

worthily encircled 

the forest tree. 

Tet could I through the gold 

understand [ferers, 

the ancient struggle of the suf- 

when it first began 

to bleed on the right side. 

I was all oppressed with sor- 
row, 

terrified I was at the fair 
sight; 

I saw the hastening beacon 

change both in hangings and 
colours ; 

at times it was damped with 
wet, 

soiled with running of blood ; 

at times adorned with treasure* 

But I lying there 

a long while 

sad of mind beheld y-tX4 tr*^ 

the Saviour's tree, i 

until I heard 

that it gave a sound. 

These words to speak began 
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wudu Beiesta : 

Dffit wfiBs geara id, 66 

ic "Saet gyta geman^ 

*S«et ic wees iheawen 

holtes on ende, 

istyred of swefoe minum : 

genamon me ^it6r strange 6o 

fedndas^ 
geworhton him Saer id wefer- 

syne, 
beton me heora wergas heb- 

ban: 
bs^ron me Ss&r beornas on 

eaxlum 
&SSadt hie me on beorg dset- 

ton: 
gefeestnodon me ^A feondas 

geuoge. 65 

Geseah ic ^& fredn mau- 

cynnes 
^fstan elne mycle^ 
"Sset he me wolde ongestlgan. 
Daer ic %£ ne dorste^ 
ofer dryhtnes word, 70 

bdgan &S^e berstan, 
^& ic bifian geseah 
eorSan scedtas : 
ealle ic mihte 

fedndas gefyllan, 75 

hwfleiJre ic fseste stdd. 
Ongyrede hine iSd geong 

hteleS, 
^adt wses God selmihtig, 
Strang and stiiimdd 
gestah he on gealgan hednne, 



the best of trees ; 

** It was long ago, 

yet I remember it, 

that I was cut down 

at the end of a wood, / ; 

stirred from my sleep J '^^^ * 

strong enemies took me there, 



a: 



they made of me a spectacle for 
themselves, 

they bade me lift up their cri- 
minals : 

then men bore me on their 
shoulders 

until they set me up on a 
mountain : 

enemies enough fastened me 
there. 

There saw I the Lord of man- 
kind 

hasten with mighty power, 

that he might mount upon me. 

I then dared not there, 

against the Lord's command, 

bow down or break in sunder, 

when I saw tremble 

the territories of earth : 

I might all 

his foes have felled, 

nevertheless I stood fast. 

Then the young hero made \y^' 
ready, — . 

that was Almighty God, — 

firm and steadfast of mind 

he went up upon the lofty cross, 
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modig on m^igra gesyh^, 
i& he w61de mancyn lysan. 

Bifode ic %d me ae beom 

ymbclypte, 
ne dorste ic hwaeiSre btigan 

t6 eorSan, 
feallaii td foldan sce^tum^ 85 
ac ic sce61de feeste standan ; 
rdd W8B8 ic &rasred, 
Ahot ic ricne cyning, 
heofona hUford ; 
hyldan me ne dorste. oo 
purhdrifon hi me mid 

deorcan naeglum^ 



courageous in the sight of many^ 

since there he would redeem 

mankind. ^ / * ^ ' 

I trembled there when the 

champion embraced me, 
but I dared not bow down to 

earth, 
fall on the ground, [fast ; 

but I was compelled to stand 
a cross was I reared, ^ 
I uplifted the mighty King, 
the Lord of the heavei^g^ 
fall down I dared not. 
They pierced me with dark 
nails, 

on me syndon iSa dolg geslene, the wounds are visible upon me, 
opene inwidhlemmas, open sounds of woe*, 

ne dorste ic hira nsenigum nor dared I injure any of 

sceSSan : them : 

bysmeredon hie butu set- 96 they reviled us both together : 

gsedere : 
eallicwffismidblodebestemed I was all wet with blood 
begoten of iSses guman sidan, poured from the man's side, 

after he had sent forth his 

spirit ; 
much on that mountain 
have I endured 
of angry fortunes. 
J saw the Lord of hosts 
hardly serve : 
darkness had 
covered with clouds 
the corpse of the ruler, 

* There is no doubt something wrong here; probably a line or two 
missing. 
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si'S'San he haefde his gdst on- 

sended ; 
feala ic on iSam beorge 
gebiden hspbbe 
wrd^ra wyrda. 
Geseah ic weruda God 
l^earle )>enian : 
)>ystro haefdon 
bewrigen mid wolcnum 
wealdendes hraew, 
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scime sciman 
sceadu forSedde, 
wann under wolcnum ; 
wedp eal gesceaft^ no 

cwiiJdon cynninges fyll : 
Crist wees on rdde, 
hwflB'Sere *8Jr fdse /joul^vQ^ 
feorran cwomon 
t6 ^am ae^elinge : ii5 

ic "Saet eall bebedld ; 
s^re ic waes mid gedr^fed, 
hndg ic hwffi'Sre iSdm secgam 

t6 handa, 
ediSmod elne mycle. 
Genamon hie "Bsfer sel- 120 

mihtigne God, 
dhofon bine of 'Sdm befian 

wite; 
forleton me ^i. hilderincas 
standan stedme bedrifenne^ 
eall ic waes mid strselum 

forwundod, 
Aledon bie ^ser limw^rigne, 
^ gestddon bini set bis lices 

hedfdum, 
behedldon bie iSs^r beofenes 

drybten, 
and be bine ^ak bwile reste, 
nie^e flefter iSdin miclan ge- 

winne. 
Ongannon bim ^a moldern 

wyrcan 130 

beornas on banan gesyh^e, 
curfon bie 'Sset of beorbtari 

stdne ; 



tbe bright splendour 

shadow invaded^ 

wan under tbe welkin ; e?**- *^ ^ ^ 

all creation wept, [king ' 

they lamented the fall of their 

Christ was on tbe cross, 

but thither hastening - jf X\iA>^ 

men came from afar 

to the noble one : 

I beheld it all ; --^ ■ - 

I was oppressed with sorrow, 

yet I bowed me down to the 

hand of the men, 
humbly with great power. 
There they took Almighty 

God, 
they lifted bim ofiF tbe heavy 

torment ; 
the heroes left me there 
standing covered with steam, 
I was all wounded with shafts. 

They laid bim down limb-weary, 
they stood at the bead of bis 

corpse, 
there they beheld the Lord of 

heaven, 
and there awhile he rested, 
weary after bis mighty contest. 

Then began the men a grave 

to make for bim 
in the sight of bis foes, 
they hewed it out of bright 

stone ; 
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gesetton hie "Sfi^ron sigora 

wealdend. 
Ongunnon bim ^i sorhleo'S 

galan, 
earme on iSa sefentlde, 135 
"Sd hie wdldon eftsi'Sian^ . . 
la&Se fram^dm ma^ran J^eddne^ 
reste he "Saer msBte weorode^^i ^ 

HwfiB'Sere we iSa^r gedtenofe 

1^ ,1, — ^ 

gdde hwile 140 

Btddon on sta'Sole^ 

siiS'San up gewdt 

hilde rinca [sum] ; 

hrs6w c<51ode, 

ffieger feorgbold. 145 

Dd tis man fyllan ongan 

ealle t<5 eorSan, 

•Sffit wfles egeslic wyrd : [sea'Se. 

bedealf ds man on dedpau 

HwaeiSre me iSaer drybtnes 

l^egna^ iso 

fredndas, gefrunon 
* * * 

^ ^ ^ 

gyredon me golde and seolfre. 
Nti 'Sti miht gehyran, 
hiele'S inin se leofa^ 
"Sffit ic bealuwara weorc 155 
gebiden haebbe, 
sdrra sorga ; 
is nd ss^I cumen 
•gaet me weorSia? 
wide and side 160 

menn ofer moldan^ 



W^ C ivT^ivi^N 



ng (blood) 



in it they placed the Lord of 

victory. 
Then began they to sing over 

him a mournlFul son g, 
^the poor peo ple at eventide , 
since they must retu rn back^ 
weary^from the great jLinfr^i ^ 
there he rested with a small 
^ /company. 
But we there (drt 
for a^ood jEhilfi. 
stood ip Qur pUc^^ 

Mff^rwarHa fhprP wont up 

a .warrior ;..._. 
the corpse grew cold, 
the fair dwelling of life- 
Then they began to fell us 
all to the ground^ 
that was a terrible £Qii:j^iiie : 
they buried us in a deep pit. 
But me the servants of the 

Lord 
discovered there 
* * -jf 

* * * [silver, 

they adorned me with gold and 
Now mayst thou hear^ 
my dear man, , • 

that I the work of criminals 
have endured^ 
of sore sorrows : 
but now the time is come 
that men on earth 
far and wide 
honour me, 
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aiid eall "Seds insure gesceaft and all this great creation 
gebiddaiS him ttf^ysumbe^ne. prays to this sign. 



166 



On me beam Godes 

prdwode hw|^ile, 

for];an ic {^rymftest nti 

hlifige under heofenum, 

and ic hfiflan mieg 

a^hwylcne dnra 

^dra^e him bii$ egesa t6 me. 

lu ic wses geworden 

wita heardosty 

leddum Id^ost^ 

fi6r "San ic him lifes weg 

rihtne gerymde, i76 

reordberendum. 

Hw8Bt me ^S^ geweorSode 

wuldres ealdor, 

ofer holtwudu^ 

heofonrlces weard^ iso 

swylce swii he his modor e&c 

Marian sylfe^ 

dslmihtig 6od^ 

for ealle menn 

geweor8ode> 

ofer eall wifa cynn. 

Nti ic «e hfite, 

hseleS min se leofa, 

%set "Sd V&s gesyh^e 

secge maunum^ 

onwreoh wordum^ 

iSaet hit is wuldres bedm 

se 'Se SBlmihtig God 

on j7r<5wode 

for mancynnes 195 

manegum synnum^ 



186 



190 



On me the Son of God 

suffered awhile^ 

therefore I firmly now 

tower under heaven, 

and I can heal 

each one of those 

who hath fear for me. 

Formerly I was become 

hardest of punishments^ 

most hateful to men, w 

ere I to them the way of life 

the right one made open, 

to artictdate men. 

Lo ! then honoured me 

the Prince of glory, 

above forest wood, 

the Lord of heaven's kingdom, 

even as he his mother also 

Mary herself. 

Almighty God, 

before all men 

honoured, 

above all womankind. 

Now I command thee, 

man, the dear to me, 

that thou this vision 

say to men, 

reveal with words, 

that it is the tree of glory 

on which Almighty God 

suffered 

for mankind's 

many sins. 
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and Adanies 

ealdgewyrhtum : 

de&S he iSa^r byrigde ; 

hwae'Sere eft dryhten drds 200 

mid his miclan mihte 

mannum t6 helpe : 

he "Sd on heofenas dstdg, 

hider eft funda% 

on 'Sysne middangeard, 205 

mancyn s^can, 

on ddmdaege^ 

dryhten sylfa^ 

selmihtig God^ 

and his englas mid : 210 

"Sflet he iSonne wile d^man, 

se ah domes geweald, 

dnra gehwylcum 

swd he him s^rur, her 

on "Syssum la^num 21 6 

life, geearna'S, 

Ne maeg ^ser rfnig 

unforht wesan, 

for 'Sdm worde 

^e se wealdend cwjrS : 220 
^ frine^ he for 'Saere maenige 
■^ hwa^r se man sie, 

s^e for dryhtnes naman 

dediSes w61de 

biteres onbyrigan, 225 

swd he a^r on ^Am bedme dyde. 

Ac hie "Sonne forhtia'S, 

and fea }?enca'8 

hwaet hie to Criste 

eweiSan onginnen. 230 

/ Ne )?earf *8a^r ^onne aSnig * 



and Adam's 

old transgression : 

death he tasted there ; 

but again the Lord arose - 

with his great might 

to help men : 

he there ascended into heaven, 

and will come hither again 

upon this earth, 

to seek mankind, 

on doomsday, 

the Lord himself. 

Almighty God, 

and his angels with him : 

for then will He judge, 

that hath the power of doom, 

to every man 

as he for himself before, here 

in this miserable 

life, hath earned. 

There may not any one 

be free from fear, 

for the word 

which the Lord shall speak : 

he will ask before the multitude 

who the man is, 

who for the Lord's name 

would taste 

of bitter death, 

as he did himself on the cross. 

But they then will dread, 

and few will think 

what they to Christ 

shall begin to say. 

There then may not any 
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-^ unforht wesan, 

'Se him ih in bre<5stam bere% 
^ beacna selest ; 
//ac -Surh iSa r6de sceal 235 

rice ges^can^ 

of eorSwege, 
- aSghwylc sawl 

se6 ^e mid wealdende 

wunian )7erice'S.*'^ 240 

Gebaed ic me Sd t<5 iSam bedme 

bli«e mdde 

elne mycle, 

^s6r ic ana wses 
"" maete werede ; 245 

wses mddsefa 

aitysed on fortSwege : 

feala ealra geb^d 

langunghwila. 

Is me nti lifes hyht, 350 

•Saet ic "Sone sigebe^m 

s^can radte, 

dna oftor 

^onne ealle men, 

well weorSian : 255 

me is willa to "Sim, 

raycel on m6de, 

and min mundbyrd is 

geriht t<5 "Ssere rdde, 

Nah ic ricra feala 260 

frednda on foldan, 

ac hie forS heonon gewiton 

of worulde dre^mum, 

sdhton him wuldres cyning, 

liiiaiS nd on heofenum, 265 

mid hedhfsedere 



be without terror, [breast 

who before that, beareth in his 
the best of signs ; 
but through tlie cross shall 
the kingdom seek, 
away from earth, 
every soul 

which with the Lord 
desires to dwell." 
I prayed then to the cross 
blithe of mood 
with much power, 
where I was alone 
with a small company ; 
my mind was 
eager for my departure : 
all too much had I endured 
of longing times. 
Now have I hope of life, 
that I the victorious tree 
may seek, 
alone oftener 
than all other men, 
well honour ; 
my will is set on that, 
strong in my mind, 
and my protection is 
directed to the Rood. 
I have not many powerful 
friends on earth, 
\ but they have departed hence 
from the world's joys, 
have sought the King of glory, 
and now live in heaven, 
with their High Father 
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wuniaiS on wuldre. 

And ic w^ne me , 

daga gehwylce 

hwsBnne me dryhtnes rod^ 270 

•Se ic her on eorSan 

dt sceawode^ 

on iSysson Is&iau 

life gefetige, 

and me "Sonne gebringe 275 

"Sfifr is blis mycel^ 

dredm on heofonum : 

9ak is dryhtnes folc 

geseted td symle, 

"Ss^ is singal blis ; 280 

and he "Sonne dsette 

^ak ic syS'San mdt 

wunian on wuldre^ 

well mid ^&m hdlgum 

dredmes brdcan* 285 

Si me dryhten f retfnd^ 

seSe on eorSan 

dr }?rtfwode 

on "Sfim gealgtre6we, 

for guman synnum. 290 

He tis onlysde 

and tis lif forgeaf, 

heofonlicne hdm. 

Hiht wses geuiwad, 

mid bl^dum and mid blisse, 

Sdm "Se Sier bryne ]7dlodon : 

se sunu wses sigorfsest 

on Sdm siSfate, 

mihtig and spedig, 

Sd he mid mauigeo com^ 300 

gdsta weorode, 



dwell in glory. 

And I remain in expectation 

every day 

when the Lord's cross, 

which I here on earth 

before beheld, 

in this poor 

life shall fetch me, 

and bring me then 

where there is great bliss, 

joy in heaven : 

there is the Lord's people 

set to the feast, 

there is eternal bliss ; 

and he will then appoint me 

where I henceforth may 

dwell in glory, 

well with the saints 

enjoy happiness. 

May the Lord liiefriend me, 

who upon earth 

formerly suffered 

on the gallows-tree, 

for the sins of men I 

He released us 

and gave us life, 

the heavenly home. 

Hope was renewed, 

with increase and with joy,[fire : 

for those who there suffered by 

the Son was victorious 

on that journey, 

mighty and successful, 

when he came with a multitude, 

a troop of spirits. 
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on Godes rice^ 

dnwealda sBlmihtig, 

englum td blisse 

and eallum "Sdm hfilgum 305 

"S^m iSe on heofonuni sir 

wunedon on wuldre, 

i& heora wealdend cwom, 

selmihtig God^ 

iSaer his 6^e\ Wffis. 310 



into God's kingdom. 

Almighty King, 

to the joy of angels 

and all the saints 

who before that in heaven 

abode in glory, 

when their Ruler came, 

Almighty God, 

back to his heritage ! 



END OF THE HOLY ROOD. 
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XT WiET ic «ysne sang 

■^ gl'Sgedmor fand^ 

on sedcum sefan 

samnode wlde^ 

hti iSa se'Selingas 5 

ellen c^fSdon. 

Torhte and tireadige 

twelfe wa^ron^ 

ds^dum ddmfaeste, 

dryhtne gecorene, lo 

le<5fe on life. 

Lof wide sprang; 

miht and ms^rSo 

ofer middangeard; 

]7e<5dnes ]>egna; 15 

j?rym unlytel. 

Halgan heape 

hlyt wisode, 

^i&r hie drybtnes se 

d^man scedldon, 20 

reccan fore rincum. 



T O ! I this song 

■^^ found sad of mood, 

in my sick mind 

widely collected, 

how the noble ones 

gave proof of valour. 

Bright and blessed with glory 

were the twelve, 

upright in deeds, 

chosen unto the Lord, 

dear to him in life. 

Wide spread the praise, 

the might and glory 

over all the earth, 

of the King's thanes, 

no little power. 

To the holy troop 

their lot assigned, 

where they the Lord's law 

should judge, [riors. 

should relate before the war- 
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Sume on Romebyrig, 
frame fyrdhwate, 
feorh ofgefon, 

j?urg Nerones 25 

neawe searwe, 
Petrus and Paulus. 
Is se apostolhad 
wide geweoriSod 
ofer wer)?e6da. 30 

Swylce Andreas, 
in Achagia, 
for Egias 
aldre gen^^de. 

Ne l^reodode he fore J^rymme 
•Seddcyninges 
I seniges on eorSan^ 
ac him ece geceas, 
langsumre lif, 
' le6ht unhwilen : 40 

syS^an bilde heard 

beriges byrhtme, 

aefter gdiSplegan,^ 

gealgan ]7ebte. 

Hwaet we eac gehjfrdon 45 

be lohanne, 

s^gleawe menn, 

aeiSelo reccan, 

se manna wses^ 

mine gefrege^ 50 

J^urh cneorisse 

Criste leofast 

on weres hade | 

sy^iSan wuldres cyning, 

engla ordfruma 55 

eor^an s6hte 



Some in the city of Rome, 

pious and brave, 

gave up their lives, 

through Nero's 

cruel treachery, 

viz. Peter and Paul. 

Their apostlehood 

is widely honoured 

over the world. 

Also Andreas 

in Achaia, 

before Hegias 

struggled for life. 

He feared not for the power 

of the great King 

any on earth, [nal, 

but chose for himself the eter- 

the more enduring life, 

a light that is not transitory : 

after he, bold in war, 

amid the noise of the multitude, 

after his contest, 

covered the cross. 

So we have also heard 

concerning John, 

the man wise in the law, 

his nobility related, 

who of all men was, 

as I have heard, 

through his generation 

dearest to Christ 

in the form of man ; 

after the King of glory, 

the Lord of the angtds 

sought the earth 
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]?urh Caemnaii hrif, 
feder manncynnes. 
He in Effessia 
ealle J'rage 
ledde la^rde ; 
]7anon lifes weg 
sl'Se gestfbte 
Bwegledreamas^ 
beorhtne boldwelan. 
Nffis his br<5$or laet^ 
sfSes sa^ne, 

ac "Surh sweordes bite^ 
mid ludeum, 
lacob scedlde 
fore Herode 
ealdre gedfiflan, 
feorh wis fla^sce. 
Philipus wses 
mid Asseum : 
"Sanon ^ce lif, 
]mrh r<5decwealm^ 
ricene gesdhte, 
syiS'San on galgan 
in Gearapolim 
£hangen wses 
hilde corSre. 
Huru wide weard 
wyrd undyrne, 
"Sset t6 Indeum 
aldre gela'SiJe 
beaducrseftig beorn 
Bartholameusy 
"Sone h^ht Astrias 
in Albano, 
hiiSSen and hygeblind, 



through a woman's womb, 

the father of mankind. 

He in Ephesia 
60 the whole time 

taught the people ; 

thence the way of life 

journeying he sought 

the joys of heaven, 
65 the bright dwelling. 

Nor was bis brother tardy, 

or a laggard on the journey, 

but through the bite of the 

among the Jews, [sword, 

70 was James fated 

before Herod 

to part from life, 

the life from the flesh. 

Philip was 
75 with the Asseans : 

thence the eternal life, 

through death upon the cross, 

he quickly sought, 

after on a gallows 
80 in Gearapolis 

he was hanged 

by a warlike troop. 

Widely indeed became 

the fate revealed, 
85 that among the Indians 

from life must part 

the valiant champion 

Bartholomeus, 

whom Astrias commanded 
90 in Albania, 

heathen and blind of mind. 
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hedfde bene<5san, 

fofSan be l$a hafiSengild 

hyran ne wolde^ 

wig weor8ian, 95 

him wffis wuldres dream, 

lifweia leofra 

"Sonne "Sds le£san godu. 

Swylce Thomas eid 

}>riMte gen^iSde 100 

on Indea^ 

<5Sre dd^as^ 

•Sfifer manegum wearS 

mtfd onlihted; 

hige onhyrded^ 105 

];urh his halig word^ 

sjrSSan collenferS 

cyninges br<58or 

dwehte for weorodum 

wundorcrflBfte no 

)7urh dryhtnes miht^ 

''Saet he of deaSe Avis 

ge<5ng and gti^hwaet, 

and him wses Gad nama ; 

and iS^ Ssem folce 116 

feorg gesealde, 

sin ret ssecce 

sweor^ras fornam, 

]7urh h^eSene hand ; 

iSeer se hfflga gecrang 120 

wund for weorudum, 

]7onon wuldres ledht 

sdwle gesdhte 

sigores t6 iedne. 

Hwaet we iSaet gehyrdon 125 

pvLVg h^lige bee, 

VBRC. 



to be deprived of his head^ 

because he the idols 

would not obey, 

worship idols, 

to him was the joy of glory, 

the good of life, more dear 

than these false gods. 

So Thomas also 

boldly adventured 

in India, 

on the other hand, 

where to many a one was 

the mind enlightened, 

the thought confirmed, 

through his holy word, 

after he, bold of heart, 

the king's brother 

raised up before the multitude 

with miraculous power 

through the might of God, 

so that he arose from death 

young and valiant, 

and his name was Gad ; 

and then for the people 

he gave his life, 

at the contest 

he endured the sword-rush, 

through the heathen hand ; 

there the holy one sunk down 

wounded before the host, 

from whence the light of glory 

with his soul he sought 

for the reward of his victory. 

Lo we have heard that 

through holy books. 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 THE FATES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES; A FRAGMENT. 



"S^et mid sigelwarum 
sd"? yppe wears 
dryhtlic ddm Godes, 
dffiges or onwdc 
ledfates geledfan, 
land W838 gefaflsod, 
]7urh Matheus 
make Ifire, 
"Sone h^t Irtacus 
"Surh yrne hyge, 
wsslreow cyning^ 
Wfiepnum dswebban. 
Hyrde we "Sflet lacob^ 
in lerusalem, 
fore saeerdum^ 
swilt J'rowode 
"Surg stenges sweng ; 
fltiSmdd gecrang, 
e^dig for a^festum, 
hafa'S nu ^ce lif 
znid wuldorcining 
wiges t(5 ledne. 
Natron ;5a twegen 
tohtan sa^ne^ 
lindgeldces, 
land Persea 
s<5hton siSfrome 
Simon and Thaddeus^ 
beomas beadordfe ', 
him wearS bam samod 
An endedseg ; 
ffiSele scedidon, 
Curb waepeuhete^ 
weorc J^rowigan 
sigeledn s^can^ 



that among the Ethiopians 

true was revealed 

the lordly doom of God, 
130 the dayspring awoke 

of light belief^ 

the land was purified, 

through Matthew's 

mighty lore, 
135 whom Hirtacus commanded 

through erring mind, 

the tyrannical king, 

with weapons to slay. 

We have beard that James, 
140 in Jerusalem, 

before the priests, 

suffered death 

through the swing of a club ; 

firm of mind he died, 
145 blessed for his iaith, 

he hath now eternal life 

with the King of glory 

for the reward of his contest. 

The two were not 
150 laggards to battle, 

the play of shields, 

the land of the Persians 

valiantly sought 

Simon and Thaddeus, 
155 the warriors noble in battle ; 

they both together had 

one ending day; 

the noble ones were, 

through hate of weapons^ 
160 the work to suffer 

to seek the reward of victory. 
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and "Sone sd'San gefean^ 

dre&m sefter deSSe, 

"85 geds^led wearS 

lif wi'S lice, i65 

and "Sas Isinan gestredn 

idle sehtwelan 

ealne forhogodon. 

Dys iSa fle^elingas 

ende gesealdon, 170 

xii. tilmddige, 

tir unbraecne 

WfiSgon on gewitte, 

wuldres f^egnas. 

Nil ic i5onne bidde 175 

beorn se Ve lufige 

t^ysses giddes begang, 

•Sset he gedmrum me, 

iSone hdlgan hedp 

helpe bidde iso 

frizes and fultomes ; 

nti ic frednda be]>earf 

li^ra on Mde, 

"Sonne ic sceal langne hdm, 

eardwic unctiiS, i85 

ana gesecan, 

laet me on laste 

lie eorSan da^ 

wselreaf wunigean 

weormum t<5 hroSre, / 190 



and the true joy, 

glory after death, 

where divided was 

the life from the body, 

and this poor treasure 

empty wealth 

they all despised. 

Thus the nobles 

gave their end, 

the high-minded twelve, 

unbroken glory 

wielded in their minds, 

the servants of glory. 

Now then I pray 

the man who loveth 

the progress of this song, 

that he for me a wretch, 

the holy troop 

for help implore 

for peace and support; 

now I am in need of friends 

favourable on my course, 

when I must the long home, 

an unknown land, 

seek alone, 

leave behind me 

my body, a portion of earth, 

my spoils remain 

for a possession to the worm. 

* -X" * 



END OF THE FATES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES. 
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DEPARTED SOUL^S ADDRESS TO 
THE BODY. 



PART I.— THE CONDEMNED SOUL. 



TTURU«iB9beh6faiS 

•*"*• bsele'Sa e^ghwylc^ 

"Saet he his sdwle sVS 

Bjrlfa gej^ence, 

hti "Sffit bi$ dedplicj 5 

'Sonne se de^iS cyme's, 

isyndre'S iSa sybbe 

%e 8&r samod wsiron, 

lie and sdwle ; 

lang bi'S sySiSan 10 

iSset se gdst nime'S 

set Gode sylfum 

swd wite swa wuldor ; 

sw£ him on worulde t6t, 

efne "Sset eorSfs&t 15 

fi£r geworhte. 

Sceal se gfist cuman 

geoh'Sum hr^mig, 

symble ymbe seofon niht, 

B&wle findan 90 



npHIS it at least behoves 
■^ every man, 
that he his soul's journey 
himself reflect upon, 
how awful it will be, 
when death comes, 
sunders the kindred 
that were before together, 
body and soul ; 
long will it then be 
ere the spirit takes 
from God himself 
either punishment or glory ; 
as for him in the world before, 
even the earth- vessel (body) 
may have wrought. 
The spirit shall come 
sad in spirit, 

always after seven nights, 
the soul to find 
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%one lichomati 

iSe hie aSr lange waeg^ 

iSre<5 hund wintra j 

btitan a^r )^<$dcynii]g, 

selmihtig God^ 2s 

ende worulde 

wjrrcan wille^ 

weoruda dryhten. 

CleopalS 'Sonne swd cearful 

cealdan reorde^ ao 

spreceS grimlice 

se gdst t6 ^&,m duste : 

Hwset "Sruh "Su dredrega, 

td hwdn dr^htest "86 me, 

eorSan Mines 35 

eal forwisnad, 

Mmes gellcneB. 

Lyt "Sd gemundest 

t6 hwdn Slnre s&wle f'ing 

sKSau wurde, 40 

sjrSSan of llchonian 

laeded wa^re. 

Hwaet wite "86 me w^riga. 

Hwset iSd huru wyrma gyfl 

lyt ge);ohtest, 45 

^i Sti lustgryrum eallum 

ftil getfdest, 

hti Sii on eorSan scealt 

wyrmum t6 wiste. 

Hwset ^6 on worulde dr so 

lyt gej^ohtest, 

hti "Sis is Stis lang hider. 

Hwaet "JSe M engel 

tifan of roderum 

s&wie onsende. 



55 



the body 

that it long before had wielded, 

for three hundred years ; 

unless earlier the great King, 

Almighty God, 

the end of the world 

will work, 

the Lord of Hosts. 

Then shall it call so sadly 

with cold voice, 

shall sternly speak 

the spirit to the dust : 

** Lo ! thou gory dust, [me, 

wherefore didst thou torture 

foulness of earth 

all corrupted, 

likeness of clay ? 

Little thou thoughtest 

to what thy soul's condition 

after would be, 

after it from the body 

were led. [accursed ? 

Why dost thou torture me 

Lo! thou at best food for worms 

didst little think, [lust 

when thou with all sins of thy 

wentest about defiled, 

how thou on earth shouldst be 

the food of worms ! 

Lo! thou formerly in the world 

didst little think, 

how this is long hither. 

Lo ! thee an angel 

from heaven above 

sent a soul. 
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];urh his sylfes hand, 

meotod aelmihtig 

of his maegen]7rymme ; 

and iSe gebohte 

bl<5de ^f h^lgan : 6o 

and 'bti me mid 'Sy heardan 

hungre gebunde, 

and gehseftnedest 

helle wltum. 

Eardode ic "Se on innan, es 

ne meabte ic ^e ofcuman, 

fls^sce befangen, 

and me fyrenlustas 

iSIne ge]>rungon, 

%set me )>tihte ful oft 70 

•SaBt hit wsere [Jrittig] 

l^tiseud wintra 

t6 'Sinum dediSdaege. 

A^ ic uncres geddles 

onbad earfo^llce, 75 

nis nti huru se ende t<5g<5d. 

Waere "Sti ^e wiste wlanc, 

and wines seed ; 

J^rymful iSunedest 

and ofpjr&Uid wses so 

Codes lichoman, 

g£stes drynces, 

forSdn "Su ne hogodest 

her on life, 

syS^an ic "Se on worulde ss 

wunian sce<51de, 

iSaet iSti waSre }?urh fla^sc, 

and ]7urh fyrenlustas 

strange gestryned, 

and gesta'Solod )?urh me ; 90 



through his own hand^ 

the Lord Almighty 

from his majesty ; 

and purchased thee 

with his holy blood : 

and thou me with the hard 

hunger didst bind, 

and didst hold captive 

with hell-torments. 

I dwelt within thee, 

I might not go from thee, 

hung round with flesh, 

and me thy sinful lusts 

oppressed, 

so that to me full oft it seemed 

that it were thirty 

thousand years 

to thy death-day. 

Ever our parting , 

I awaited in sorrow, [good. 

now at least is not the end too 

Thou wert in food luxurious, 

and sated with wine ; 

in splendour thou wert proud 

and I was thirsty for 

God's body, 

the drink of the spirit, [mind 

because thou didst not bear in 

here in life, 

after I thee in the world 

must inhabit, 

that thou wert through flesh, 

and through sinful lusts 

strongly born, 

and through me confirmed ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CONDEMNED SOUL. 



103 



and ic W£es gdst on "Se 

fram Gode sended. 

Nffifre "Su me mid s wd heardum 

hellewltum 

ne generedest. 95 

purh "Sfnra uieda lust 

scealt "Bti mlnra gesynta 

sceame |>rowian 

on "Sdm myclan daege, 

'Sonne eall manna cynn 100 

se ducenneda 

ealle gesamnaiS ; 

ne eart iJti "Son le6fra 

na^nigum lifigendra^ 

men t6 gemaeccan, 105 

n^ m^der ne faeder, 

ne na^nigum gesybban, 

"Sonne se swearta hrefn, 

syS"San ic dna of "Se 

titsl^ode no 

]>urh Saes sylfes hand 

"Se ic a6r onsended waes. 

Ne maeg *8e nu heonon dddn 

hyrsta Sy re&dan^ 

ne gold ne seolfor, 115 

n^ "Sinra g6da n£n, 

n^ "Sinrc brydebedg, 

n^ "Sin boldwela, 

ne nan "Sara goda 

"Se iSu lu ahtest ; 120 

ac her scedlon onbidan 

bfin beredfod, 

bedliten synum ; 

and Se Sin sdwl sceal^ 



and I was a spirit into thee 
sent from God. 
Never thou me with such hard 
hell-torments 
wouldst have saved. 
Through thy need's lust 
thou shalt for my happiness 
shame endure 
in that great day, 
when all the race of men 
the Only-begotten one 
all shall gather ; 
thou art now no dearer 
to any living man, 
to any one as a comrade, 
neither to mother nor father, 
nor any kindred, 
than the swart raven, 
after that I alone from thee 
pass'd out 

through the same One's hand 
through which I was first 
sent in. [hence 

Thou mayst not now take thee 
the red ornaments, 
nor gold nor silver, 
nor any of thy goods, 
nor thy bridal crown, 
nor thy dwelling, 
nor any of the goods 
which thou before didst own ; 
but here shall remain 
the naked bones, 
slit with thy sins ; 
and thee shall thy soul. 
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m!num unwilluin^ 126 

oft gesecan^ 

nemnan Ve mid wordum^ 

sw&.'Sd worhtest td me. 

Eart "Sti nti dumb and deaf« 

ne synt "Sine dre&maa awlht; 

sceal ic "Se nihtes swd "Seah 

n^de gesecan, 

synnum gesdrgod ; 

and eft sona fram Ve 

hweorfan on hancred, 135 

"Sonne hdlige men 

lifiendum, Gode 

lofsang do's, 

s^can ^a hdinas 

•Se "Sti me her scrife, 140 

and Sa drledsan 

eardungstowe ; 

and "Se sculon her moldwyrmas 

manige cedwan, 

slitan sdrlice, 145 

swearte wihta, 

gifre and grs^dige. 

Ne Bynt "Sine sehta dwiht 

•Se "Sti her on moldau 

mannum edwdest : 150 

forSan "Se wsere selre 

swi'Se mycle, 

"Sonne "Se wseron ealle 

eorSan sp^da^ 

biitan "Su hie geds^lde 155 

dryhtne sylfum^ 

*8Bt *u wurde aet f ry mSe f i^el^ 

oiSSe fisc on sd, 



to my sorrow, 

often seek, 

name to thee with words, 

as thou didst unto me. 

Now art thou dumb and deaf^ 

now are thy joys nothing ; 

nevertheless shall I by night 

enforced revisit thee, 

made sad with sins ; 

and return again from thee 

at cock-crow, 

when holy men 

unto the living God 

raise the song of praise, 

to seek the dwellings [here, 

which thou preparedst for me 

and the dishonoured 

abiding-place ; 

and thee shall here earthworms 

many chew, 

shall grievously tear thee, 

black creatures^ 

grasping and greedy. 

Thy wealth is nothing 

which thou here on earth 

didst display to men : 

because it would have been 

better for thee 
very much, 

than could be for thee all 
the wealth of earth, 
unless thou hadst distributed it 
for the Lord himself, [bird, 
that thou hadst been created a 
or a fish in the sea. 
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o'SiSe on eorSau neit 

fifetes tilode i6o 

feldgangende, 

feoh butan snyttro ) 

o'S^e on westenne 

wilddetfra [sum] 

'Sffit wyrreste i i66 

ge "Seih "Sii wake wyrmcynna 

iSffit grimmeste^ 

^SeSr swd God wolde, 

"Sonne 'Sd aefre on moldan 

man gewm*de, 170 

o^^e sefre f ulwihte 

onfdn scedlde : 

iSonne ^H for unc b»&m 

andwyrdan soealt, 

on 'S&m myclan- dsege, 175 

'Sonne mannum be<S% 

wunda ouwrigene^ 

$a iSe on worulde At 

fyrenfuUe men 

fyrn geworhton. iso 

Donne wyle dryhten sylf 

dsSda gehyran 

bsele'Sa gehwylces^ 

heofena scippend, 

aet ealra manna gebwses 186 

mtiSes reorde^ 

wunde wi'Serlean. 

Ac hwaet wylt "Sd "Sflfer 

on "Sam ddmdsege 

dryhtne secgan. 190 

Donne ne hVS n&a t<5 iSaes 

lytel li« 
on lime dweaxen, 



or like an ox upon the earth 

hadst found thy nurture 

going in the fields 

a brute without understanding; 

or in the desert 

of wild beasts 

the worst ; [serpents 

yea, though thou hadst been of 

the fiercest, 

there as God willed it, 

than that thou ever on earth 

shouldst become a man, 

or ever baptism 

shouldst receive : 

when thou for both of us 

must answer, 

in the great day, 

when shall be man's 

wounds revealed, 

which before in this world 

wicked men 

from of old have wrought. 

Then will the Lord himself 

hear the deeds 

of every man, 

the Creator of the heavens, 

at each man's own 

mouth's speech, 

the reward of sin. 

But what wilt thou there 

in the day of doom 

say unto the Lord ? 

Then shall there be no member 

so small 
grown On limb, 
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imt *8u ne scyle for £nra ge- 

hwylcum 
on sundrum 

riht ^gildan. 195 

Donne r^'Se bK 
dryhten eet ^&m dtfme. 
Ac hvrset d6 wyt unc. 
Sculon wit ^nne eft setsomne 
si'SiSan brtican 200 

swylcra yrm'8a 
swa i5ti unc her ser scrlfe. 
Fyrna^ 'Stis %set fls^schord^ 
sceall %onne feran onweg 
secan helle grund, 206 

nallffis heofondredmas^ 
dsedum gedr^fed. 
Lige^ dust ^dr hit wsbs, 
ne maeg him andsware 
aenige gehdtan 210 

gedmrum g^ste^ 
ge6ce 0*8^6 frdfre. 
BVS «aet hedfod tdhliden^ 
handa tdli^ode^ 
geaglas t<5ginene^ 215 

goman toslitene^ 
sina be<5% dsocene, 
swyra becowen, 
fingras tdhrorene ; 
rib Tessa's 220 

r^^e wyrmas. 

Be<58 hira tungan t6togenne 
on tyn healfa 
hungregum to frdfre, 
for}?an hie ne magon hux- 

licum 225 



that thou shalt not for each 

apart 

give just account* 
Then will be fierce 
the Lord at the doom. 
But what shall we two do ? 
Then shall we two together 
afterwards suffer 
such miseries [before/^ 

as thou preparedst here for us 
Thus shall it revile the flesh, 
then shall it depart away 
to seek the abyss of hell, 
and not the joys of heaven, 
oppressed with its deeds. 
The dust shall lie where it was, 
nor can answer 
any give 
to the sad spirit, 
consolation or comfort. 
The head shall be split open, 
the hands dislocated, 
the jaws distended, 
the gums slit, 
the sinews shall be sucked, 
the neck thewed, 
the fingers fallen away ; 
the ribs shall plunder 
fierce worms. [asunder 

Their tongues shall be drawn 
into ten parts [(worms), 

for the comfort of the hungry 
therefore they may not with 
wise 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BLESSED SOUL. 



107 



wordum wrixlian 

wK "Sone w^rian gfet. 

Gifer hdtte se wyrm, 

^e %a gedglas beoiS 

naedle scearpran^ 230 

se genydde t<5 me 

aerest eallra 

on iSam eorSscraefe ; 

•Saet he ^a tungan tdtyhiS, 

and i$a t^S ]7urhsmyh^, 235 

and iSa e^an |>urhete*8, 

ufan on ^set he^od^ 

and t6 a^twelan 

o^rum geryme'8 

wyrmum t6 wiste : 240 

Bonne iSiet w^rie 

lie dcdlod biB, 

iSaet lange a^r 

werede mid wsSdum : 

hVS Bonne wyrma gifel> aw 

set on eorBan. 

Daet m<eg 8Bghwylcum 

men t<5 gemynde, 

modsnotra gehwdm. 



words converse 

with the accursed spirit. 

"Greedy" shall the worm be 

whose jaws are [called^ 

sharper than the needle^ 

that attacketh me 

first of all 

in that earth-cavern; [asunder, 

so that he tears the tongue 

and the teeth pierces through, 

and the eyes eat^ through, 

in the head above, 

and for a repast 

makes room for other 

worms to the banquet : 

then shall the cursed 

carcase turn cold, 

that long before 

(he) protected with garments : 

then shall it be a feast for the 

food upon earth. [worm. 

That may be to every 

man a remembrance, 

to every one that is wiseof mood. 



PART II.— THE BLESSED SOUL. 



Donne biB hyhtlicre, 250 
Bset si6 h&lige sawl 
faereB t6 Bdm fla^sce, 
frdfre bewunden ; 
biB Baet aerende . 
eddigllcre 255 

funden on ferhBe ; 



Then will it be more hopeful, 
that the holy soul 
shall go unto the flesh, 
surrounded with comfort ; 
that errand will be 
more blessed found 
in the spirit ; 
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mid gefean s^ceV^ 

lustum iSaet Umfedt, 

"Siet hie c6r lange wsg. 

Bonne iSa gistas Mk 

gdde word sprecaiS^ 

snottre sigeffieste, 

and '868 sd^lice 

^kme lichoman 

lustum gr^taiS. ms 

Wine ledfesta, 

^Se&h ISe wyrmas gyt 

gifre gr^ta'S, 

ntL is iSin gast camen^ 

fsdgere gefretewod^ s7o 

of mines fsBder rf ce, 

drum bewunden* 

Eala mln dryhten, 

"Sffit ic "Se mdste 

mid me k^dan, 276 

^t wyt englas 

ealle gesdwon, 

heofona wuldor^ swylc^ 

swd "Sti me aer her scrife ; 

faestest "Sd on foldan, 280 

and gefyldest me 

Godes lichoman, 

gdstes drynces; 

WfiSre iSti on w«edle, 

sealdest me wilna geniht ; ass 

forSan IStine ]^earft sceamian 

"Sonne sceadene be6S 
"Sa synfullan 
and iSa sdiSfsestan, 



with joy it will seek^ 

with pleasure, the vesselof clay, 

which it before long bore* 

Then shall the spirits 

speak good words, 

prudent and triumphant, 

and thus truly 

the body 

pleasantly will address: 

^* Most beloved friend, 

though thee the worms yet 

greedily attack, 

now is thy spirit come, 

fairly adorned, 

from my father's realm, 

surrounded with honours. 

Lo ! my lord, 

that I might only 

lead thee with me, 

that we two the angels 

all might see, 

the glory of the heavens, 

even as thou preparedst forme j 

thou didst fast on earth, 

and filledst me 

with the body of Grod, 

with spiritual drink; 

thou wert in poverty, 

and gavest me the fullness of 

my desire ; 
therefore thou needest not be 

ashamed 
when shall be sundered 
the sinful 
and the just, 
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on 'Sdm mfiSrau deege, 390 
•Saes ?6 me geafe ; 
n^ "Se hredwan J^earft 
her on life 
ealles swa mycles 
sw£ iSti me sealde8t> 295 

on gemdtstede 
manna and engla. 
Bygdest 'Su -Se for hssle'Suni 
and £h6fe me on ecne dredm, 
For]>an me a langa'S, soo 
ledfost manna, 
on mlnum hige hearde, 
, "SaBS ?e ic "Se on 'Syssum 
hyn'Sum wat 
wyrmum td wiste. 
Ac "SsBt wolde God, 305 

i$8Bt ^ti aefre "S^s MtSlic 
legerbed cure ; 
wdlde ic "Se Sonne secgan 
"Saet 'Sti ne sorgode, 
forS&n wyt bed's gegssderode 

810 

aet Codes ddme. 
Mdton wyt "Sonne aetsomne 
syS'San brucan, 
and unc on heofonum 
hedht'ungene bedn ; 316 

ne ]>urfon wyt bedn cearie 
^t cyme dryhtnes, 
n^ "Sffire andsware 
yfele habban 

sorge in hre'Sre. 320 

Ac wyt sylfe magon 
aet Sdm ddme 'Saer 



on the great day, 

for what thou gavest me \ 

nor repent thee 

here on life 

of all so much 

as thou gavest me, 

in the meeting-place 

of men and angels. [men 

Thou humbledst thyself before 

and raisedst me to eternal joy. 

Therefore I sorrow ever, 

dearest of men, 

heavily in my thought, 

that I know thee in this hu- 
miliation 

the food of worms. 

But that was God's will, 

that thou even thus loathly 

a couch shouldst choose ; 

yet would I tell thee 

that thou shouldst not sorrow, 

because we shall be gathered 
together 

at God^s judgment- day. 

Then may we together 

afterwards enjoy, 

and in heaven both 

be exalted ; 

we need not be anxious 

for the coming of the Lord, 

nor for an answer 

have an evil 

sorrow in spirit. 

But we ourselves may 

there at the judgment 
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da^um dgilpau^ 
hwylce eamunga 
uncre wa&on. 
Wat ic ^flet ?u wtke 
on woruldrice 
get'ungen J?rymHce 
"Sysses * -x- 

* * ^f 



take pride in our deeds, 
what earnings 
325 ours were. 

I know that thou wert 
in this world 
exalted nobly.'* 



END OF THE CODEX VERCELLENSIS. 
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